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CREWE  HALL, 


CHESHIRE. 


re  we  Hall  —  situate  about  four  miles  from  the  town  of  Nantwich  — 
affords  a  striking  example  of  the  singular  changes  to  which  a  baronial 
residence  and  its  dependencies  may  be  subjected  in  this  utilitarian  age. 
Formerly,  it  occupied  the  centre  of  a  sequestered  valley  —  now  and  then, 
when  the  wind  was  southerly,  the  ti-ri-la  of  the  horn  of  a  distant  "stage" 
to  Chester,  fell  upon  the  ear  of  secluded  villagers ;  it  was  almost  the  only 
sound  that  connected  them  with  the  business  of  actual  life.  The  lord  of 
the  mansion  and  his  humble  neighbours,  dwelling  apart  from  the  stir  of 
traffic  and  the  din  of  commerce,  scarcely  heard  even  those  "  rumours  of 
oppression  and  deceit"  that  followed  or  preceded  "  unsuccessful  or  suc- 
cessful war;"  content,  in  their  "dreary  contiguity  of  shade,"  to  be  overlooked  and  unheeded 
by  the  busy  world  about  them.  The  picture  at  Crewe  is  now  a  new  one  :  it  is  the  largest 
of  all  the  railway  stations  between  Birmingham  and  Liverpool :  the  moaning  of  steam- 
engines  never  ceases  there ;  a  smoke  perpetual  gathers  over  the  trees  ;  travellers  are  rushing 
backwards  and  forwards  every  hour  of  the  day ;  the  noise  unnatural  is  also  unceasing, 
and  is  audible  for  miles  around,  breaking  the  calm  of  night  in  the  country,  and  making  the 
day  seem  devoted  to  unhealthy  and  unpeaceful  toil.  The  contrast  between  what  this  pretty 
hamlet  was  and  is,  becomes  the  more  striking  because,  as  yet,  the  station  is  at  some  distance 
from  the  gigantic  warehouses,  engine-room,  and  coke-stores,  which  have  suddenly  grown 
into  existence  here.  A  small  inn — new,  but  not  much  out  of  keeping  with  the  ancient  aspect 
of  the  place  —  stands  beside  "  the  station,"  and  on  the  main  road  which  leads  from  Crewe 
Hall  to  Nantwich  ;  the  former  being  distant  about  a  mile,  the  latter  about  four  miles. 

Crewe  Hall  is  the  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  Hungerford  Crewe,  third  Baron  Crewe, 
who  was  born  in  1812,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  1835.  His  grandfather,  the  first 
peer,  represented  Cheshire  in  parliament  from  the  year  I7C8  until  his  elevation  to  the 
upper  house  in  1806.  The  manor  was  from  a  very  early  period  the  property  of  the 
family  of  Crue,  or  Crewe,  and  some  remains  of  a  far  more  ancient  seat  arc  still  to  be 
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found  in  the  neighbourhood.  "  About  the  year  1300,  Joan,  eldest  daughter  and  co-heiress 
of  the  last  male  heir  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  family,  married  Robert  Praers,  whose 
grand-daughter  conveyed  the  manor  to  Sir  Robert  Foulshurst."  From  this  family  it  was 
purchased,  in  1578,  by  Sir  Christopher  Hatton.  "A  fortunate  lawyer"  had  the  means 
of  restoring  it  to  the  race  to  whom  it  had  originally  belonged.  About  the  year  1610  Sir 
Randal  Crewe,  Serjeant-at-Law,  descended  from  Patrick,  a  younger  brother  of  Thomas  de 
Crewe,  bought  it  from  Sir  Christopher's  heirs,  and  erected,  between  the  years  1 615  and 
1636,  the  present  mansion.  In  1684  the  male  line  became  extinct,  by  the  death  of  John 
Crewe,  Esq. ;  Anne,  his  eldest  daughter,  having  married  John  Offley,  Esq.,  of  Madeley 
Manor,  their  eldest  son,  John,  subsequently  took  the  name  of  Crewe  in  1708,  and,  as  we 
have  stated,  the  family  was  ennobled  in  1806. 

The  hall  is  a  remarkably  beautiful  structure,  and  a  fine  example  of  the  architecture 
of  the  period.  It  is  characterised  by  a  distinguished  architect  as  "  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  finest  remaining  specimens  of  the  English  branch  of  the  Italian  cinque  cento,  which 
may  be  considered  to  have  arrived  at  its  full  state  of  perfection  during  the  reign  of 
James  I."  According  to  some  passages  in  Fuller,  at  the  period  of  its  erection  it  must 
have  been  classed  among  the  more  sumptuous  edifices  of  the  kingdom.  He  says,  "Nor 
must  it  be  forgotten  that  Sir  Randal  first  brought  the  model  of  excellent  building  into  these 
remote  parts — yea,  brought  London  into  Cheshire,  in  the  loftiness,  sightliness,  and  pleasant- 
ness of  their  structures."  Although  it  has  undergone  many  improvements,  it  has  lost  but 
little  of  its  original  character.  "  It  consists  of  two  lofty  stories,  surmounted  by  a  sculptured 
open  parapet,  concealing,  in  some  degree,  the  high  roof,  from  which  rise  the  chimneys,  repre- 
senting detached  octagonal  columns,  with  their  plinths,  bases,  and  capitals."  The  central 
compartment  —  the  line  of  the  front  being  broken  at  each  extremity  by  bow  windows  —  is 
composed  entirely  of  stone,  and  is  rich  in  decoration  ;  the  arch  of  the  doorway  is  supported  by 
four  fluted  Ionic  columns,  on  sculptured  pedestals.  A  dwarf  wall  and  balustrades  surround 
the  edifice  at  its  base ;  and  the  courtyard,  now  a  prettily  laid  out  lawn  and  garden,  is  entered 
by  some  finely  modelled  gates  of  cast-iron,  produced  at  the  foundry  of  Messrs.  Bramah.  The 


exterior  is  now 
undergoing  tho- 
rough repair  un- 
der the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr. 
Edward  Blore. 
Mr.  Richardson 
has  supplied  us 


with  the  appended  copy  of  the  decoration,  in  carved  stone,  which  surmounts  the  entrance, 

and  also  of  one  of  the  exterior  ornaments,  of  which  we  have  formed  an  initial  letter. 
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The  interior  of  this  fine  old  mansion  is  in  the  purest  possible  state  ;  such  alterations  as 
time  or  circumstances  may  have  rendered  necessary  have  been  effected  with  judgment,  skill, 
and  taste.  "  It  presents  an  extraordinary  variety  of  decorated  ceilings,  enriched  plaster-work, 
and  carved  wainscot,  the  design  and  execution  of  which  are  masterly,  fully  equalling  the 
choicest  specimens  of  the  French  renaissance  of  the  reign  of  Francis  I."  It  contains  some 
bas-reliefs  of  a  very  early  age,  and  these,  probably,  were  removed  from  the  still  older  mansion 
of  the  Crewes.  It  must  also  have  undergone  some  changes  at  so  late  a  period  as  that  of 
Charles  II.,  and  these,  no  doubt,  were  rendered  necessary  in  consequence  of  two  sieges  to 
which  it  was  subjected  during  the  civil  wars.  In  1643  it  was  garrisoned  by  the  Parliamentary 
troops,  who  were  besieged  there  by  the  Royalists  under  Lord  Byron,  to  whom  they  yielded  in 
consequence  of  failure  of  food  and  ammunition :  "  becoming  prisoners,  stout  and  valiant 
soldiers,  having  quarter  granted  them."  During  the  subsequent  year  the  mansion  was  taken 
by  the  troops  of  the  Parliament,  and,  in  like  manner,  the  garrison  was  permitted  to  go  out  in 
honourable  safety. 

The  hall,  which  is  somewhat  low  and  narrow,  is  of  carved  oak  ;  to  the  left  is  the  dining- 
room,  of  which  the  accompanying  print,  in 
lithotint,  affords  a  satisfactory  idea.  The 
screen  of  richly  carved  oak  is  as  fresh  and 
sharp  as  if  it  had  been  painted  by  the  artist 
only  yesterday.  The  fireplace  of  cut  stone 
is  inlaid  with  marbles  of  various  colours  and 
countries.  Opposite  the  screen  is  a  fine 
oriel  window  ;  and  the  ceiling  is  of  exquisite 
design,  and  remarkably  bold  in  character. 
A  side  entrance  leads  through  "  the  carved 
parlour  "  to  the  upper  rooms  by  a  staircase 
of  surpassing  beauty,  "  made  gay  "  by  painted 
monsters  of  all  kinds,  bearing  blank  shields. 
The  several  apartments,  drawing-rooms,  and 
bedchambers,  are  furnished  with  great  taste  ; 
the  library  is  exceedingly  fine  and  spacious  : 
here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  house,  we  find 
treasures  of  ancient  art,  and,  among  them, 
very  choice  productions  of  the  modern  school 
of  England.  At  the  extremity  of  the  hall  is 
the  chapel  of  the  mansion,  small  in  size  but  of  exquisite  workmanship,  being  formed  entirely 
of  carved  oak,  to  which  Time  has  given  the  sombre  tint  that  ever  harmonises  well  with 
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the  sacred  character  of  the  structure.  The  chapel  contains  a  painted  window  by  Willement, 
and  two  noble  paintings  by  Giordano.  The  roof  is  of  white  and  gold,  with  a  single 
pendant ;  the  gallery  is  for  the  servants,  and  there  is  a  small  place  at  the  entrance  for 
dependants. 

On  the  whole,  there  are  in  England  few  fresher  or  finer  examples  of  the  period  of  its 
erection. 


DORFOLD  HALL, 


CHESHIRE. 


orfold  Hall,  now  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Tomkinson,  was  built  by  Ralph 
Wilbraham,  Esq.  in  the  reign  of  James  I. — according  to  Lysons,  in 
the  year  1616 — on  the  site  of  a  still  older  mansion.  It  is  situated 
about  one  mile  from  Nantwich  ;  it  is  a  brick  building  with  stone 
dressings,  The  staircase  and  the  great  chamber  are  still  perfect.  The 
ceiling  of  the  latter  room  is  an  extraordinary  specimen  of  decorative 
plaster- work  ;  the  form  is  of  the  kind  called  "  waggon-headed."  It 
is  completely  covered  with  a  pattern,  in  bold  relief,  of  the  most  com- 
plicated description,  ornamented  with  shields  of  arms  and  various  Tudor  emblems.  Few 
such  curious  specimens  of  the  intricate  design 
of  the  period  can  now  be  found.  Over  the 
doorway  in  the  great  chamber  is  a  shield  of 
the  arms  of  the  Wilton  family.  Mr.  Richard- 
son, in  his  observations  on  old  English  man- 
sions, observes  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
that  Dorfold  Hall,  Crewe  Hall,  and  Aston 
Hall,  near  Birmingham,  were  built  in  suc- 
cessive order  by  the"  same  architect ;  many  of 
the  ceilings,  fireplaces,  staircases,  &c.  are  nearly 
the  same  in  all  the  three  houses.  The  early 
rudeness  of  the  style  is  seen  at  Dorfold  Hall, 
its  purity  in  Crewe  Hall,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  its  deterioration  in  Aston  Hall. 

The  front  of  Dorfold  is  highly  picturesque. 
The  two  small  lodges  seen  in  front  belong  to 
the  original  construction ;  but  modern  do- 
mestic arrangements  requiring  more  room  than 
was  afforded  by  the  old  building,  the  small  offices  between  the  house  and  the  old  lodges  have 
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been  added.  If  the  reader  can  suppose  these  away,  and  a  formal  balustrade  or  wall,  with  gates 
in  the  centre,  connecting  the  old  lodges  in  front,  he  will  have  the  exact  appearance  of  the 
house  in  the  olden  time.  All  the  old  buildings  were  then  supplied  in  front  by  great  court- 
yards, into  which  carriages  never  entered,  either  from  their  being  of  too  lumbersome  a 
construction,  or  with  a  view  to  state.  It  may  be  hinted  that  the  buildings  of  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  exhibited  a  considerable  portion  of  the  proud,  haughty  character  of  the  sovereign. 

Dorfold,  like  many  of  its  neighbours  in  Cheshire,  was  besieged  by  the  army  of  the 
Parliament  during  the  Civil  Wars. 

The  interior  of  the  Hall  bears  many  unequivocal  proofs  that  refined  taste  prevails  over 
all  its  arrangements.  The  new  furniture  is  in  keeping  with  the  old  carvings  ;  illustrated 
books,  and  prints  in  harmony  with  the  impressive  character  of  the  time-honoured  structure, 
are  profusely  scattered  upon  the  tables  and  along  the  walls.  Dorfold  has  fallen  into  "  good 
hands  its  peculiar  beauties  and  its  interesting  associations  are  appreciated  and  valued  ;  and 
the  spirits  of  its  ancient  owners  may  contemplate  with  approval  the  efforts  of  its  existing 
proprietors — shoots  from  a  noble  and  honourable  stock. 


HARD WICKE  HALL, 


DERBYSHIRE. 


fat, 


ardwicke  Hall  is  situated  about  six  miles  from  Chesterfield, 
and  the  same  distance  from  Mansfield,  in  the  picturesque 
and  beautiful  shire  of  Derby.  The  name  does  not  occur  in 
f  Domesday  Book :  Hardwicke,  at  the  Conquest,  formed  part 
t  of  the  manor  of  Steinesby,  which  was  granted  to  Roger  of 
Poictou ;  by  King  John  it  was  transferred  to  Andrew  De 
Beauchamp ;  in  1258  it  passed  to  William  De  Steynesby. 
whose  grandson,  John,  died  possessed  of  it  in  1330.  Soon 
afterwards,  the  family  De  Hardwicke  were  here  established, 
and  remained  in  possession  for  six  generations :  their 
pedigree  closes  with  Elizabeth  Hardwicke,  the  wife  of  Sir 


William  Cavendish ;  and  Hardwicke,  with  its  princely  domains,  has  continued  in  the 
possession  of  her  lineal  descendants,  through  the  noble  family  of  Cavendish,  to  their 
representative,  the  owner  of  the  Mansion  and  Estate,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
and  Baron  Cavendish  of  Hardwicke. 

Previous  to  the  erection  of  the  present  Hall,  a  still  more  magnificent  structure  existed 
here  ;  but,  from  vestiges  of  the  ruins  which  yet  remain,  its  date  is  not  placed  at  a  very 
remote  period  from  that  of  the  building  we  describe,  which  was  erected  between  the 
years  1590  and  1597,  by  the  lady  of  Sir  William  Cavendish,  then  the  relict  of  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury*  The  character  of  the  founder  is  thus  recorded  by  Lodge  : — "  She  was  a 
woman  of  a  masculine  understanding  and  conduct ;  proud,  furious,  selfish,  and  unfeeling  ; 
who  lived  to  a  great  old  age,  and  died  immensely  rich,  without  a  friend ;"  Fuller  writes  of 
her  as  "  a  woman  of  undaunted  spirit ; "  while  her  monument,  in  All  Saints'  Church, 
Derby,  describes  her  as  "  beautiful  and  discreet."  She  was  the  wife  of  four  husbands — 
but  had  issue  by  only  one,  the  founder  of  the  famous  family  of  Cavendish. 

Hardwicke  has,  for  a  very  long  period,  derived  romantic  interest  from  the  popular 

*  According  to  Walpole,  "  Anecdotes  of  Painting,"  there  is  wealth  she  had  obtained  from  three  of  her  four  husbands  in 

a  tradition  in  the  family  of  Cavendish,  that  a  fortune-teller  had  erecting  large  seats  at  Hardwicke,  Chatsworth,  Bolsover  and 

told  this  imperious  lady  that  "she  should  not  die  while  she  Oldcote,  and,  I  think,  at  Worksop  ;  and  died  in  a  hard  frost, 

was  building  :  accordingly,  she  bestowed  a  great  deal  of  the  when  the  workmen  could  not  labour." 
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belief  that  it  was  one  of  the  prisons  of  the  lovely  and  persecuted  Queen  of  Scots. 
It  is,  however,  certain,  that  although  for  a  time  in  the  custody  of  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  she  never  was  immured  at  Hardwicke,  her  prison  having  been  one  of  the 
Earl's  "  strong  castles  at  Sheffield ;"  where  she  passed  twelve  weary  years  in  "melyncholy 
and  grefe,"  in  "  sickness  and  despair  " — the  victim  of  unceasing  suspicion,  "  in  the  hopeless 
monotony  of  sedentary  employment,  with  an  impaired  constitution  and  a  restless  mind" — 
treated  with  so  much  severity  by  the  Countess  as  to  extort  from  the  more  humane  Earl, 
in  one  of  his  petitions  to  the  Queen,  a  complaint  against  his  "wyked  and  malysious 
wyfe."* 

The  House,  which  has  undergone  no  material  change  since  the  time  of  its  erection, 
according  to  Lysons,  "  exhibits  a  most  complete  specimen  of  the  domestic  architecture 
which  prevailed  among  the  higher  ranks  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth ;"  and  it 
remains  in  its  original  state,  "with  little  or  no  alteration."  The  Poet  Gray,  adopting 
the  popular  error,  pictures  it  as  so  primitive  in  character  that  "one  might  think  the 
Scottish  Mary  was  but  just  walked  down  into  the  Park ; "  and  Mrs.  Radcliffe,  who 
described  the  mansion  at  some  length  in  her  "Tour  to  the  Lakes,"  (1795,)  notes  the 
"  proud,  yet  gentle  and  melancholy  look  of  the  Queen  as  she  slowly  passed  up  the  Hall," 
and  contrasts  it  with  the  "somewhat  obsequious,  yet  jealous  and  vigilant  air"  of  my  Lord 
Keeper  Shrewsbury. 

The  name  of  the  Architect  who  designed  and  superintended  Hardwicke  is  unknown  ; 
"  Gerard  Christmas,  John  Thorpe,  and  the  Smithsons,  father  and  son,  who  built  Wollaton 
Hall,  in  the  vicinity,  present  a  probable  claim  to  this  monument  of  their  professional 
talents."  It  is  built  of  stone,  and  round  the  top  is  a  parapet  of  open  work,  in  which 
frequently  appear  the  initials  of  the  founder — E.  S. — "memorials  of  the  proud  Dame's 
vanity."    The  principal  front  comprehends  two  hundred  and  eight  feet  in  extent. 

The  structure  crowns  the  summit  of  a  small  hill,  that  commands  an  extensive  view 
of  the  adjacent  country,  and  overlooks  a  valley  of  vast  extent,  which  combines  every 
component  of  the  best  English  scenery.  The  eminence  rises  somewhat  abruptly  but 
very  gracefully,  and  terminates  in  a  terrace,  from  whence  the  prospect  is  inconceivably 
grand  and  beautiful.  Looking  over  the  tops  of  magnificently  grown  oaks  and  yews, 
and  other  forest  trees,  with  which  the  slopes,  immediately  beneath,  are  thickly  studded, 
the  eye  ranges  over  a  wide-spreading  landscape,  to  which  Nature  has  been  abundantly 
bountiful ;  and  the  whole  is  bounded  by  the  far-famed  Peak. 


*  Hardwicke  was  built  subsequently  to  the  death  of  Mary  ; 
but  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  room  called  "  The  Queen's 
Room,"  in  memory  of  the  unhappy  lady,  was  furnished  with 
the  bed  and  other  furniture  removed  thither  from  Chatsworth, 
where  she  was  for  some  time  a  prisoner.  Probably  the  hangings 
said  to  have  been  wrought  by  her  were  actually  the  work  of 
her  hands  ;  needlework  was  unquestionably  one  of  the  modes 
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by  which  she  sought  to  solace  her  dismal  confinement. 
Mr.  White,  writing  to  Sir  William  Cecil,  describes  an  inter- 
view he  had  with  her  at  Tutbury  Castle,  in  1568  :  "  She  sayd 
that  all  day  she  wrought  with  her  nydill  and  that  the  diversity 
of  the  colours  made  her  work  seem  less  tedious,  and  contynued 
so  long  at  it,  till  very  payne  made  her  to  give  over." 


HARDWICKE  HALL. 

The  mansion  is  of  great  extent — massive  and  firm  in  construction ;  solemn  and 
stately  grandeur  is  the  great  characteristic  of  the  time-honoured  pile;  its  general 
form  is  square ;  at  each  corner  is  a  high  tower,  square  also.  The  exterior  retains  all 
the  peculiar  features  of  the  age  of  its  erection.  The  Entrance  Hall  is  large,  and  fitted  up 
with  oak  wainscotting  and  rich  old  tapestry — said  to  have  been  woven  from  the  designs 
of  Rubens.  It  contains  a  statue,  by  Westmacott,  of  the  unhappy  Queen  whose 
melancholy  history  is  so  intimately  associated  with  that  of  the  founder  of  Hardwicke. 
The  Minstrel  Gallery  is  still  there,  recalling  the  days  of  its  ancient  hospitality  and 
festivity.  The  litho-tint  print,  from  a  drawing  by  Mr.  Lake  Price,  exhibits  one  of  the 
finest  of  the  apartments — the  State-room,  or  Presence-chamber ;  the  walls  are  partly  of 
wainscot  and  partly  hung  with  tapestry — an  adornment  with  which  the  rooms  at 
Hardwicke  are  profusely  enriched.  The  cabinets,  chairs,  and  other  articles  of  furniture, 
are  in  admirable  keeping ;  and  among  them  is  a  large  table  of  the  time  of  Elizabeth, 
curiously  inlaid  with  an  odd  mixture  of  heraldic  badges,  musical  instruments,  and 
games.  The  State-bed  shown  in  the  centre  of  the  picture  was  brought  hither  from 
Chatsworth ;  it  is  never  used,  but  is  kept  "  for  show."  The  Picture  Gallery  extends  in 
length  1G9  feet ;  and  is  filled  with  family  portraits.    Scattered  about  this  Gallery  are 

curious  specimens  of  ancient 
furniture.  Among  them  is  an 
interesting  couch,  which  is  said 
to  have  belonged  to  the  old 
House.  It  is  of  plain  but  elegant 
design :  the  cushions  being  ela- 
borately wrought  in  silk  and  gold 
on  velvet,  that  may  almost  be 
said  to  be  falling  to  pieces  with 
age. 

The  passages  and  two  prin- 
cipal staircases  are  broad,  mas- 
sive, and  commodious ;  here,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  mansion,  every  available  space 
is  covered  with  tapestry,  pictures,  rich  carved  work,  or  subjects  in  relief.  The  house 
may,  indeed,  be  likened  to  a  richly  illuminated  black-letter  history;  every  wall 
tells  a  story,  and  every  piece  of  furniture  suggests  one,— all  being  of  a  quaint  but 
impressive  character,  and  in  happy  unison  with  each  other  and  with  the  genius  of  the 
place.  On  the  whole,  perhaps  this  famous  house  is,  in  all  parts  and  points,  as  deeply 
interesting  a  relic  of  the  olden  time  as  can  be  found  in  England.  It  is  a  treasury  of 
antiquities,  where,  in  a  brief  hour  or  two,  a  rich  store  of  knowledge  may  be  gained  of 
the  size,  general  character,  furniture,  and  appointments  of  an  English  mansion  of  the 
seventeenth  century. 
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HARDWICKE  HALL. 


The  old  Hall,  as  we  have  observed,  stands  very  close  to  that  which,  for  the  purpose 
of  distinction,  is  styled 
"the  new;"  although 
much  of  it  remains 
in  a  tolerably  safe 
condition,  it  is  some- 
what perilous  to  ex- 
plore the  interior.  A 
correct  idea  may  be 
formed  of  its  present 
state  from  the  annexed 
engraving.  Some  of 
its  windows  still  con- 
tain the  old  rough  glass 
of  diamond  shapes  set 
in  lead ;  but,  for  the 


most  part,  they  offer 

free  ingress  and  egress  to  the  winds,  and  succour  to  the  ivy  that  twists  luxuriantly 
about  the  mouldering  mullions  and  broken  walls,  reaching  above  the  ruins  of  even 
the  highest  summits.    The  only  specimens  of  its  interior  decorations  now  existing,  are 

subjects  in  relief  over  the  fire-places,  and  the  most 
remarkable  of  these  is  in  a  large  room  on  the  upper 
floor.  We  engrave  one  of  them,  taken  from  a  lower 
room. 

The  gratitude  of  all  who  venerate  Antiquity,  and 
enjoy  the  refreshment  derived  from  ancient  Art,  is 
due  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  freely 
permits  the  visits  of  those  who  desire  to  examine  the 
two  structures — the  old  and  the  new.  Unceasing  care 
and  vigilance  are  exercised  to  keep  them  in  order, 
and  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  inroads  of  Time. 
This  object  is  not  achieved  without  great  expense ; 
expense  incurred  entirely  to  give  pleasure  to  others 
— the  thousands  by  whom  the  seat  of  his  ancestors 
is  examined  every  summer.  We  deeply  lament  to 
add,  that  utterly  unworthy  persons  occasionally  obtain  access  to  the  apartments — 
that  fellows  who  richly  merit  a  flogging  at  the  cart's  tail,  have  defaced  many  of 
the  decorations  by  scrawling  upon  them,  not  only  their  own  degraded  names,  but 
words  even  more  deserving  the  epithet  "infamous." 


ST.  OSYTH'S  PRIORY, 


ESSEX. 


Osyth's  Priory — an  ancient  and  very  venerable  edifice — is 
situated  on  an  estuary  formed  by  the  Rivers  Stour  and 
Blackwater,  distant  about  twelve  miles  south-east  from 
Colchester.  The  village  in  which  it  stands  was  originally 
named  Cice,  or  Chich;  and  although  its  chroniclers  give 
us  no  information  as  to  its  Saxon  derivation,  there  is  no 
lack  of  knowledge  concerning  its  comparatively  modern 
name — St.  Osyth.  But  it  is  obtained  from  tradition  and 
Monkish  legends ;  from  which  we  learn  that  the  virgin 
saint  was  the  daughter  of  Frithwald,  King  of  East  Anglia, 
betrothed  to  Sighere,  the  Christian  king  of  the  East  Saxons; 
by  whom,  however,  she  was  freed  from  marriage  bonds,  and  permitted  to  found  a 
church  and  institute  a  nunnery  of  Maturines  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Trinity — which 
she  did  at  Chich,  a  village  given  to  her  by  her  generous  lord.  Her  establishment 
was  subsequently  plundered  and  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  under  Inguar  and  Hubba, 
and  the  royal  lady  was  herself  beheaded  beside  a  fountain,  at  which,  with  her  hapless 
maidens,  she  used  to  bathe.* 


*  The  story  of  St.  Osyth,  as  given  in  an  old  tract,  entitled 
"  Purgatory  Proved  by  Miracles,"  is  printed  by  Wright  in  his 
History  of  Essex : — "St.  Ositha  was  daughter  of  a  Mercian  prince 
named  Frithwald,  and  of  Wilterburga,  daughter  of  Pende,  king 
of  the  Mercians.  She  was  bred  up  in  great  piety  ;  and  through 
her  parents'  authority,  became  wife  to  Sighere,  companion  to 
St.  Seb,  in  the  kingdom  of  East  Angles.  But  preferring  the 
love  of  a  heavenly  bridegroom  before  the  embraces  of  a  king, 
her  husband  complied  with  her  devotion  ;  and,  moreover,  not 
only  permitted  her  to  consecrate  herself  to  our  Lord,  but 
bestowed  on  her  a  village,  situated  near  the  sea,  called  Chic, 
where,  building  a  monasteiy,  she  enclosed  herself,  and  after 
she  had  spent  some  time  in  the  service  of  God,  it  happened 
that  a  troop  of  Danish  pirates  landed  there  ;  who,  going  out  of 
their  ships,  wasted  and  burned  the  country  thereabout,  using 
all  manner  of  cruelty  to  the  Christian  inhabitants.  Then  he 
who  was  the  captain  of  that  impious  band,  having  learnt  the 
condition  and  religious  life  of  the  blessed  virgin  St.  Ositha, 
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began  by  entreaties  and  presents  to  tempt  her  to  idolatry  ; 
adding  withal  threats  of  scourging,  and  other  torments,  if  she 
refused  to  adore  the  gods  he  worshipped.  But  the  holy  virgin, 
despising  his  flatteries,  and  not  fearing  his  threats,  made  small 
account  of  the  torments  attending  her.  Whereupon  the  said 
captain,  enraged  at  her  constancy  and  scorn  of  his  idols,  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  death  against  her,  commanding  her  to  lay 
down  her  head  to  be  cut  off.  And  in  the  same  place  where 
the  virgin  suffered  martyrdom,  a  clear  fountain  broke  forth, 
which  cured  several  kinds  of  diseases.  As  soon  as  her  head 
was  off,  the  body  presently  rose  up,  and  taking  up  the  head  in 
the  hands,  by  the  conduct  of  angels,  walked  firmly  the  straight 
way  to  the  church  of  the  apostles  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  place  of  her  suffering. 
And  when  it  was  come  there,  it  knocked  at  the  door  with  the 
bloody  hands,  as  desiring  it  might  be  opened,  and  thereon  left 
marks  of  blood.  Having  done  this,  it  fell  there  down  to  the 
ground." 


ST.  OSYTH'S  PRIORY. 


The  parish  of  St.  Osyth  was  anciently  part  of  the  royal  demesnes.  Canute  granted 
it  to  Godwin,  Earl  of  Kent,  who  gave  it  to  Christ's  Church,  Canterbury,  with  permission 
of  Edward  the  Confessor.  Prior  to  the  Conquest  it  must  have  passed  into  other  hands, 
for  we  find  at  the  time  of  the  Survey  it  belonged  to  the  bishop  of  London.  Richard 
de  Belmeis  or  de  Beaumes,  consecrated  Bishop  of  London  in  1108,  obtained  the 
manor  and  church  of  Cice,  in  order  to  build  and  endow  a  monastery  there  for  canons 
of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine,  which  was  done  about  1118;  and  the  tithes  being- 
appropriated  to  the  monks,  they  served  the  cure  by  one  of  their  own  canons.  At  the 
Dissolution,  the  amount  of  all  the  revenues  was  found  to  be,  according  to  Speed, 
£758.  5s.  8cl.  Dugdale  says  it  was  £677.  7s.  2d.  The  abbot,  prior,  and  eighteen  canons, 
subscribed  to  the  King's .  supremacy  —  which  shows  the  number  then  maintained. 
Alaric  de  Vere,  the  first  Earl  of  Oxford,  had  a  son  a  canon  here,  who  wrote  the  Life 
of  St.  Osyth,  about  1160.  Soon  after  the  suppression  of  religious  houses,  Henry  VIII. 
granted  it  to  Thomas  Lord  Cromwell.  On  his  disgrace  and  attainder,  the  property 
reverted  to  the  Crown. 

Edward  VI.,  for  the  sum  of  £3974.  9s.  ^\d.,  disposed  of  it  to  Thomas,  Lord  Darcy  of 
Chich,  Knight  of  the  Garter  and  Chamberlain  of  his  household,  by  whom  it  was 
converted  into  a  residence.  This  nobleman  was  son  of  Roger  Darcy,  sheriff  of  Essex  and 
Herts  in  1506,  and  squire  of  the  body  to  Henry  VII.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford.  John,  second  Lord  Darcy,  was  united  to  Frances, 
daughter  of  Richard,  Lord  Rich,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  Thomas.  He  was  united 
to  a  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Kytson,  of  Hengrave  Hall,  Suffolk;  created  in  1621 
Viscount  Colchester  for  life,  with  remainder  to  his  son-in-law,  Sir  Thomas  Savage ;  five 
years  afterwards  he  was  advanced  to  an  earldom,  by  the  title  of  Earl  Rivers,  which 
became  extinct  in  1728.  This  Sir  T.  Savage,  upon  whom  the  titles  were  entailed, 
dying  before  his  predecessor,  Elizabeth,  the  Earl's  eldest  daughter,  took  the  title  of 
Countess  Rivers.  She  it  was  who  suffered  the  loss  of  so  much  property  during  the 
civil  wars.  In  1694,  the  Hon.  Richard  Savage  came  into  possession  of  the  titles 
and  estates;  he  was  Lieutenant-General  of  Horse,  Lord-Lieutenant  and  Vice-Admiral 
of  the  County ;  but  having  no  legitimate  male  issue  surviving,  he  gave  St.  Osyth  to 
a  natural  daughter,  the  wife  of  Frederick  de  Nassau,  Earl  of  Rochford,  a  branch  of 
the  regal  line  of  the  House  of  Orange,  whose  father  came  over  into  England  with 
William  III.,  at  the  Revolution.  The  Earl  died  in  1738,  leaving  two  sons,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  William  Henry,  was  secretary  of  state  in  the  year  1772.  The  title  became 
extinct  in  1830,  and  the  possessions  devolved  upon  their  present  owner,  Frederick 
Nassau,  Esq.,  a  collateral  branch  of  the  same  family,  by  whom  the  Mansion  is 
occupied. 

Although  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  monastery  are  scattered  in  rich  profusion  in 
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ST.  OSYTH'S  PRIORY. 


all  directions  around  the  present  dwelling-house,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  determine 

its  exact  site ;  arches,  towers,  and  picturesque 
7  remains,  meet  the  visitor  at  every  point,  but 


supporting  a  sun-dial.  Our  principal  drawing  exhibits  parts  of  the  northern  and 
eastern  sides  of  the  square ;  the  other  sides  consist  principally  of  domestic  offices,  the 
larger  portions  of  which  are  formed  from  the  old  buildings.  Those  in  which  the  family 
now  reside  are  of  comparatively  modern  date,  and  look  out  upon  an  extensive  park, 
finely  wooded  and  well  stocked  with  deer.  In  the  grounds,  and  about  sixty  yards 
from  the  house,  is  a  square  brick  pillar,  surmounted  by  an  urn;  on  one  side  of  the 
pillar  is  a  tablet  with  the  following  inscription,  to  mark  the  boundary  of  the  old  priory : 
it  was  erected  at  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth — "  Vetus  luec  Quam  cernis  maceries 
conservata  est  Ad  Augustiniani  coenobii  limites  designandos  Tu  vero  inter  loci  huius 
amcenitates  Tuorum  temporum  felicitati  Gratuleris  ablegata  jam  ista  superstitione  quae 
Domicilium  tam  superbum  segnitiae  consecravit  et  socordise  a.d.  cioiocclx." 

At  right  angles,  with  the  gateway  extending  outwardly,  is  a  long  battlemented  wall, 
with  a  fine  Norman  archway ;  near  the  farther  extremity,  are  several  mullioned  windows, 
now  blocked  up,  and  a  doorway  approached  by  deep  steps.  It  is  generally  supposed 
that  the  court-house  stood  here ;  for  on  the  steps  the  manorial  court  is  still  opened 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  or  his  representative.  In  the  grounds,  beneath  a  tower  of 
considerable  elevation,  may  be  seen  the  ancient  chapel  of  the  monastery,  with  its 
adjoining  cells;  but  the  place 


is  now  literally  "  a  cage  for  unclean  birds,"  and  a  receptacle  for  garden-tools  and 
decayed  fruits  and  vegetables  :  it  is  still  in  good  preservation,  though  damp  and 

3 


so  situated  as  almost  to  defy  an  attempt  to 
fix  the  original  plan.  The  entrance  to  the 
residence  is  through  a  noble  gateway,  flanked, 
by  projecting  towers  of  unequal  proportions, 
with  posterns ;  the  whole  being  divided  into 
numerous  apartments,  forming  a  building  of 
considerable  size  and  extent.  The  ceiling  is 
beautifully  groined,  and  in  excellent  preser- 
vation. As  the  structure  occupies  rather  high 
ground,  the  Towers  are  distinctly  visible  to 
vessels  skirting  the  eastern  coast,  from  which 
it  is  distant  about  three  miles.  The  gateway 
opens  upon  a  spacious  quadrangle,  in  the  centre 
of  which  stands  a  well-executed  figure  of  Time 


Where  monks  their  orisons  and  vespers  sung, 


ST.  OSYTH'S  PRIORY. 


rottenness  have  discoloured  the  well-proportioned  pillars  and  groined  arches  of  the 


The  Church  is  a  very  ancient  structure,  built  partly  of  brick,  and  partly  of  flint  and 
stone,  situated  nearly  opposite  the  Priory.  It  has  recently  undergone  a  thorough 
internal  repair ;  new  pews  have  been  erected,  and  a  neat  Gothic  organ  has  been  placed  in 
a  newly  constructed  gallery.  The  roofs,  which  are  lofty,  are  supported  by  massive  oaken 
beams,  resting  upon  arches  that  spring  from  hexagon  columns  fluted  on  four  of  their 
sides — the  rafters  in  the  northern  aisle  are  boldly  and  richly  carved  in  various  devices. 
While  the  repairs  were  in  progress,  the  Font,  which  had  hitherto  presented  a  plain 
surface,  was  accidentally  found  to  be  finely  ornamented ;  and  the  mortar  with  which  the 
interstices  were  filled  being  removed,  it  now  presents  the  appearance  exhibited  in  our  cut 
— the  initial  letter.  The  chancel  is  separated  from  the  nave  by  a  low  screen,  behind 
which  are  the  pews  allotted  to  the  Priory.  The  church  contains  several  monuments — 
chiefly  raised  in  honour  of  the  Darcys. 

St.  Osyth,  standing  as  it  does,  in  an  isolated  spot,  and  almost  apart  from  the  business 
of  active  life,  is  scarcely  known  even  to  the  Tourist.  It  is,  however,  full  of  deep  interest, 
and,  we  feel  assured,  might  throw  considerable  light  upon  the  architecture  of  very  remote 
periods ;  at  all  events,  it  would  afford  enjoyment  and  information  amply  to  repay  a 
lengthened  visit  of  the  antiquary. 


ceiling.  Without  admitting  or  denying  the 
truth  of  the  inscription  we  have  quoted  con- 
cerning the  holy  men  of  other  days,  it  is 
certain,  that  to  them  we  are  indebted  for  the 
noblest  examples  of  ecclesiastical  architecture 
of  which  the  world  can  boast ;  and  the  ruins  of 
St.  Osyth's  Priory  exhibit  no  mean  specimen 
of  their  skill  and  industry. 


The  interior  of  the  present  mansion  pre- 
sents nothing  that  demands  particular  notice, 
except  one  room  called  the  "  King's  Room," 
fitted  with  the  furniture  of  the  chamber  in 
which  George  II.  died  (the  Earl  of  Rochford 
was  groom  of  the  stole  at  that  period),  con- 
sisting of  the  satin  mattress,  crimson  bed 
hangings,  &c.  &c. 
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BERKELEY  CASTLE, 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


erkeley  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  manors  of  England  ;  it  is 
styled  a  royal  demesne  and  free  borough  in  Domesday  Book,  and, 
during  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  a  religious  house  existed 
there  for  nuns.  This,  having  been  forfeited,  was  granted  to  the 
famous  Earl  Godwin  ;  and  a  tradition  still  endures,  that  the  crafty  earl 
\  obtained  it  by  corrupting  the  inmates  of  the  nunnery,  whose  dissolute  conduct  he 
afterwards  reported  to  the  sovereign.  By  this  wicked  means  he  obtained  their 
^  possessions  ;  but  his  consort,  Gueda,  refused  maintenance  from  lands  thus  acquired, 
and  her  lord  assigned  to  her  use  the  manor  of  Woodchester.  The  history  of  the  castle  is 
full  of  the  deepest  interest,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  and  a  few 
facts  collected  from  the  statements  of  its  many  historians  cannot  fail  to  be  acceptable  to  our 
readers.  William  the  Conqueror  bestowed  the  manor  on  Roger,  surnamed  De  Berkeley,  one 
of  the  soldiers  of  his  invading  army  :  his  grandson  taking  part  with  Stephen  against  Henry 
II.,  was  deprived  of  his  inheritance,  which  was  given  by  the  king  to  Robert  Fitzhardinge. 
governor  of  Bristol,  "  a  Dane  of  royal  descent,"  in  reward  for  eminent  services  ;  and  with  the 
posterity  of  this  renowned  knight  the  manor  has  ever  since  remained.*  By  this  Robert  the 
castle  is  believed  to  have  been  founded,  and  of  the  original  structure  the  Keep  is  undoubtedly 
a  part.  About  the  year  1186,  the  lord  of  Berkeley  having  occasion  to  widen  the  castle 
moat,  trespassed  a  few  feet  on  the  churchyard,  which  had  been  granted  by  Robert  Fitz- 
hardinge to  the  abbey  of  St.  Augustin  at  Bristol.  Richard,  the  first  abbot,  indignant  at 
this  infringement  of  ecclesiastical  rights,  according  to  Fuller,  "  so  persecuted  him  with 
church  censures,  that  he  made  him  in  a  manner  cast  the  dirt  of  the  ditch  in  his  own  face," 
compelling  him  not  only  publicly  to  confess  his  fault,  but  to  bestow  upon  the  abbey  a  portion 
of  land,  "  pro  emendatione  culpa?  susb."    About  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  the 


*  It  appears  that  in  the  time  of  the  Confessor  a  "  De 
Berkeley  "  possessed  the  adjoining  manor  and  castle  of  Durs- 
ley ;  and  his  descendant  might  probably  have  joined  the 
Conqueror  on,  or  immediately  after,  his  invasion,  and  thus 
retain  the  possessions  until  the  domain  was,  during  the  wars 
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between  Maud  and  Stephen,  consigned  to  Henry,  after- 
wards Henry  II.  The  gift  to  Robert  Fitzhardinge  is  clear, 
and,  occurring  on  the  very  year  of  his  accession  to  the 
throne,  was  doubtless  intended  by  the  monarch  to  mark  that 
event. 
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castle  was  strengthened  and  beautified  by  Maurice,  lord  of  Berkeley,  walks  and  gardens 
were  formed  around  it,  the  course  of  a  small  river  was  changed  for  its  convenience, 
and  pools  and  ponds  were  made  for  fish.  By  Edward  II.  the  castle  was  granted  in 
succession  to  his  favourites,  Piers  Gavestone  and  Hugh  Spencer,  but  his  rebellious  queen  at 
the  head  of  her  army  restored  it  to  its  legitimate  owner.  Soon  after  this  event,  in  1327,  the 
castle  became  the  scene  of  a  frightful  tragedy — the  murder  of  the  king  under  circumstances 
of  unparalleled  atrocity.  Edward,  then  imprisoned  at  Kenilworth,  having  been  compelled  to 
resign  the  crown  in  favour  of  his  son,  was  transferred  to  the  safer  keeping  of  Berkeley  Castle  ; 
but  its  lord  manifesting  proof  of  sympathy  with  the  unhappy  sovereign,  his  relentless  queen, 
by  the  counsel  of  her  paramour,  Mortimer,  placed  in  charge  over  him  Sir  Thomas  Gournay 
and  Sir  John  Maltravers,  who  had  the  custody  of  the  royal  prisoner  "  month  about."  These 
men,  taking  advantage  of  the  sickness  of  Berkeley,  in  whose  custody  the  king  then  was,  and 
while  he  was  incapacitated  from  attending  to  his  charge,  entered  the  castle  and  took 
possession  of  the  royal  person.  The  very  place  where  the  act  was  committed  is  still 
preserved  nearly  intact ;  it  is  a  detached  and  dismal  chamber,  then  only  lighted  by  arrow  slits, 
situated  over  the  steps  which  lead  into  the  keep,  and  its  appalling  name  of  "  The  Dungeon 
Room,"  is  retained  to  this  day.  His  murderers  threw  the  king  on  his  bed,  and  so  perpetrated 
the  murder  as  to  avoid  all  external  evidence  of  the  cruel  deed  :  — 

"  Mark  the  year  and  mark  the  night, 
When  Severn  shall  re-echo  with  affright ; 
The  shrieks  of  death  through  Berkeley's  roofs  that  ring  — 
Shrieks  of  an  agonising  king  ! " 

"  His  crie,''  writes  Hollinshed,  "  did  move  many  within  the  castell  and  town  of  Berkelei  to 
compassion,  plainelie  hearing  him  utter  a  waileful  noyse,  as  the  tormentors  were  about  to 
murder  him  ;  so  that  dyvers  being  awakened  therebye  (as  they  themselves  confessed)  prayed 
heartilie  to  God  to  receyve  his  soule,  when  they  understode  by  his  crie  how  the  matter 
went.*    It  is  said  that  the  monasteries  of  Bristol,  Kingswood,  and  Malmesbury,  refused  to 


*  The  king  had  previously  been  treated  with  exceeding 
cruelty.  It  is  said  that  on  his  way  to  Berkeley  his  conductors, 
lor  greater  concealment  of  their  captive,  caused  him  to  dis- 
mount from  his  horse  and  a  barber  to  shave  his  head  and 
heard  with  cold  water  from  a  ditch,  telling  him  that  "  for 
once  cold  water  must  serve  his  purpose."  Covering  his  face 
with  his  hands,  the  unhappy  monarch  wept,  saying,  "  Woulde 
they  or  noulde  they,  he  woulde  have  warm  water  for  his 
beard  ! "  and  to  the  end  that  he  might  keep  his  promise,  he 
began  to  shed  tears  plentifully.  This  incident  is  related  by 
Stowe  on  the  authority  of  Thomas  de  Mori,  "  a  worshipfull 
knight  that  then  lived,  and  wrote  in  the  French  tongue, 
what  he  sawe  with  his  eies  or  heard  credily  reported  by 
them  that  sawe  and  some  that  were  actors."  Lord  Berkeley 
was  allowed  51.  per  diem  for  the  monarch's  expenses  during 
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his  imprisonment,  and  acquitted  of  all  participation  in  the 
murder ;  Gournay  was  subsequently  arrested  at  Marseilles 
and  beheaded  on  shipboard,  "  it  was  supposed,"  according  to 
Hume,  "  because  some  nobles  and  prelates  in  England  were 
anxious  to  prevent  any  discovery  he  might  make  of  his 
accomplices."  Maltravers,  many  years  afterwards,  sued  for 
mercy  and  obtained  it.  The  greatest  culprit  seems  to  have 
escaped  :  Adam  bishop  of  Hereford  lent  himself  to  the 
schemes  of  Mortimer  and  the  queen,  and  wrote  as  follows  to 
the  knights  who  had  the  king  in  custody,  "  Edvardum  occi- 
dere  nolite  timere  bonum  est,"  purposely  omitting  the  punc- 
tuations, so  that  the  passage  was  capable  of  a  double  meaning, 
advising  either  to  slay  or  spare  the  royal  prisoner,  and 
supplying  a  safe  exit  for  the  writer  out  of  any  difficulty  that 
might  subsequently  arise. 
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receive  the  body,  which  was  ultimately  buried  at  Gloucester,  attended  thereto,  according  to 
Fosbrooke,  by  the  Berkeley  family,  his  heart  being  put  in  a  silver  vessel.* 

Various  additions  were  made  to  Berkeley  Castle  by  subsequent  lords.  Thomas,  the 
eighth  lord,  in  1342,  rebuilt  the  high  tower  on  the  north  side  of  the  Keep  (then  in  a  state  of 
decay),  at  a  cost  of  108/.  3s.  l^d.  ;  it  was  called  "  Thorpe's  Tower,"  from  the  tenure  of  one 
Thorpe,  who  held  his  lands  at  Wanswell  by  the  guard  of  it.  "  This  lord  also,  at  subsequent 
periods,  built  that  portion  beyond  the  keep  on  the  north-east  side,  and  gave  to  the  castle  its 
present  shape  and  circumference." 

The  records  of  the  castle  exhibit  many  singular  and  striking  evidences  of  the  peculiar 
customs  and  manners  of  the  several  ages  through  which  it  has  passed.  In  1250  the  lord  of 
Berkeley  feasted  with  fish  during  Lent  the  convent  and  abbey  of  Gloucester  ;t  in  1273  marl 
was  first  used  as  manure  on  the  lands  of  Berkeley,  which  then  let  for  sixpence  per  acre. 
Thomas,  the  sixteenth  earl,  was  much  given  to  hunting^  in  1550  he  had  a  princely  residence 
in  Shoe  Lane  (then  a  fashionable  quarter),  and  used  to  hunt  daily  in  Gray's  Inn  Fields  and 
about  Islington.  In  1572,  on  the  occasion  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  visit  to  Berkeley,  "  27 
stagges  were  slaine  in  one  day,"  much  to  the  displeasure  of  the  earl,  who  "  sodainely  and 
passionately  "  desparked  the  ground.  The  visit  was  supposed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the 
Earl  of  Leicester,  in  order  to  provoke  Lord  Berkeley,  and  thus  "  draw  upon  him  the  royal 
disfavour." 


*  The  following  notes  are  extracted  from  Smith's  "  Lives 
of  the  Lord  Berkeleys,"  edited  by  Fosbrooke  :  — 

"  The  accompt  of  William  Aside,  receiver  to  the  Lord 
Berkeley,  accomptinge  for  a  year  from  Mmass.  anno  20  of 
Edward  II.  to  the  same  feast  in  the  first  of  Edward  EH., 
sheweth  that  he  received  to  this  lord's  use  700/.  de  camera 
scaccarii  domini  regis,  out  of  the  receipt  in  the  king's  exche- 
quer, for  the  expences  of  the  house  of  the  king's  father  whilest 
he  was  at  Berkeley  ;  and  hath  in  his  said  accompt  an  allow- 
ance of  31s.  Id.  paid  by  him  to  Sir  Thomas  de  Gournay,  sent 
to  Nottingham  from  Berkeley  by  the  said  Lord  Berkeley  to 
advertize  the  queene  and  the  king  her  sonne  of  the  death  of 
the  late  king  his  father  there.  And  15th  May  the  same  year 
an  allowance  of  500Z.  more  from  the  kynge,  paid  him  by  John 
de  Langton,  keeper  of  the  castle  of  Kerfilly,  for  the  same 
cause. 

"  The  accompts  of  the  reeves  (stewards)  of  Ilame  and  Al- 
kington,  and  of  other  manors  of  this  lord's,  near  Berkeley 
Castle,  expressly  shewe  what  provisions  and  acates  they  sent 
from  their  severall  granges  and  manor-houses  from  the  5th 
day  of  Aprill,  then  being  Palm  Sunday,  when  at  supper  time 
the  kinge  was  first  brought  prisoner  to  Berkeley  Castle,  untill 
his  death  there  the  21st  September  following. 

"  And  the  accompt  of  this  said  lord's  receiver  for  the 
yeare  following,  in  2d  Edward  EH.,  sheweth  what  he  payd  for 
dyinge  of  the  white  canvas  into  black,  for  coveringe  of  the 
chariot  wherein  the  bodye  of  the  king  was  carryed  from 
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Berkeley  Castle  to  Gloucester ;  what  the  cords,  the  hors- 
collers,  the  traces,  and  other  necessaries  particularly  cost,  used 
about  the  said  chariot  and  conveyinge  of  his  body  thence  to 
Gloucester ;  for  a  silver  vessell  to  put  the  king's  hart  in 
37s.  8d.  (in  uno  vase  argentes  pro  corde  dicti  Domini  Regis 
patres  reponend)  ;  in  oblations  at  several  times  in  the  chap- 
pie of  the  Castle  for  the  kinges  soul,  2  Id ;  in  expenses  of  the 
Lord  Berkeley's  family  going  with  the  kinges  body  from 
Berkeley  unto  Gloucester,  18s.  9d. ;  and  many  like  particu- 
larities." 

f  About  this  period  the  records  of  the  Castle  testify  that 
"  from  the  manors  of  Ham  and  Cowley  the  following  provisions 
were  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  kitchen  for  one  year  :  — 17,000 
eggs,  1008  pigeons,  91  capons,  192  hens,  288  ducks,  388 
chickens,  80  hogs,  110  porkers,  84  pigs,  45  calves,  315  quar- 
ters of  wheat." 

I  In  1334  the  retinue  of  the  then  Lord  of  Berkeley 
usually  consisted  of  twelve  knights,  each  with  two  servants 
and  a  page ;  twenty-four  squires,  each  with  one  man  and  :i 
page — making  a  total  of  108  persons.  a     g  ,f 

His  expenditure  for  one  year  was  ..  1309  14  G 
He  saved    1155  18  8 

2465  13  2 
A  large  sum  for  yearly  income  in  those  days. 

His  armour  cost                                    11    8  11 

A  hawk                                               0  15  0 

A  falcon                                              1  15  0 
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The  castle  was  the  last  place  which  held  out  against  Cromwell ;  it  was  surrendered  on 
the  26th  September,  1645,  the  soldiers  marching  out  without  arms,  the  officers  with  arms.* 
Bounded  on  the  north  by  the  churchyard  and  on  the  south  by  a  bowling-green,  bordered 

with  a  yew-hedge  clipped  into  fantastic  forms  and  arcades 
by  the  gardener's  art,  a  small  embattled  gate-lodge  affords 
access  to  the  outer  court  of  Berkeley  Castle.  This  court, 
having  on  its  south  side  the  beautiful  park  scenery,  and  in 
front  of  the  spectator  the  fine  and  massive  walls  of  the 
Keep,  with  the  Thorpe  Tower  bearing  on  its  summit  the 
Berkeley  banner,  forms  a  picture  of  true  baronial  grandeur. 
The  inner  gateway  still  retains  the  groove  of  its  portcullis, 
and  is  flanked  on  either  side  by  cannon  taken  from  St. 
Jean  d'Acre  during  its  siege  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Berkelev, 
when  commanding  the  Thunderer.  Over  the  archway  is  a 
state-room,  from  which  a  narrow  winding  passage,  cut  in  the 
thickness  of  the  wall,  affords  a  communication  with  the  keep. 
Emerging  from  the  gateway,  the  visitor  enters  a  quadrangle  formed  by  the  buildings 
erected  by  the  eighth  Lord  Berkeley,  the  keep,  and  the  tower  said  to  have  been  the  scene 
of  the  unfortunate  Edward  II.'s  murder.  Crossing  the  quadrangle,  the  hall  is  entered  by  an 
open  porch  having  a  doorway  of  singular  form.  The  hall  has  lost  many  of  its  ancient  features, 
but  is  still  a  very  fine  apartment,  sixty-one  feet  in  length,  thirty-two  feet  six  inches  in  breadth, 
and  of  the  same  height.  At  the  entrance  end  is  the  minstrels'  gallery,  with  doorways  under 
leading  to  the  steward's  room  and  buttery-hatch,  and  at  the  opposite  extremity  is  the  dais, 
raised  two  steps  from  the  floor.  Large  and  deeply  recessed  windows  on  the  sides  give  light 
to  the  apartment,  and  from  the  upper  end  the  staircase  is  entered,  which  affords  access  to  the 
principal  apartments.  In  the  chapel  is  an  eagle  lettern,  supporting  a  Bible  of  the  date  of 
1640;  there  is  also  a  cast  of  the  face  of  Charles  I.,  and  a  fragment  of  Roman  sculpture. 
The  drawing-room,  dining-room,  breakfast-room,  music-room,  and  the  several  other  chambers, 
are  all  well  "fitted  up,"'  and  contain  some  family  portraits  and  pictures  of  a  good  but  not 
superlative  class  of  art.  Many  articles  of  furniture,  of  the  time  of  Elizabeth  and  James, 
are  interspersed  throughout  the  rooms,  among  which  may  be  named  a  handsome  bed  in  the 
little  state-room,  and  another  in  the  room  said  to  have  been  occupied  by  Queen  Elizabeth. 
There  is  also  a  room  called  Admiral  Drake's  room,  containing  a  bedstead,  chairs,  and  wash- 
hand-stand  of  ebony,  all  of  which  were  used  by  him  during  his  voyage  round  the  world. 

The  objects  of  more  peculiar  interest,  however,  in  this  noble  building  are  the  apartments 


*  "  The  governor,  Sir  Charles  Lucas,  with  three  horses  and 
arms,  and  501.  in  money.    Each  field-officer,  two  horses ; 
foot-captains,  one  horse ;  lieutenant  and  ensigns,  sword  but 
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no  horse  ;  field-officers  and  captains  not  to  exceed  5/.,  soldiers 
not  5.t.  16th  October,  Colonel  Barnes,  on  petition,  nomi- 
nated governor  by  the  House  of  Commons." 
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connected  with  Edward  II.  s  imprisonment  and  tragical  fate  ;  viz.  the  Dungeon-Room,  and 
the  chamber  adopted  by  general  tradition  as  the  scene  of  his  murder.  A  passage  by  the  side 
of  the  former  receives  light  from  the  window  which  opens  into  the  court,  and  this  passage 
also  affords  communication  with  a  small  room  which  may  have  been  a  guard-chamber  ;  but 
the  Dungeon- Room  is  itself  without  light,  and  a  trap-door  in  the  floor  discloses  when  opened 
a  darksome,  dry  well,  sunk  down  some  nine  or  ten  yards.    It  has  been  asserted  that  the 

smell  from  dead  carcases  thrown  into  this  well  was  one  of 
the  sources  of  annoyance  to  which  the  monarch  was  sub- 
jected, and  this  would  seem  to  identify  the  room  as  his 
place  of  abode  ;  but  Hollinshed's  statement  "  that  his  crie 
was  heard  by  many  in  the  town  of  Berkelei,"  is  held  as 
more  applicable  to  the  room  adjoining  the  keep,  which  we 
now  describe.* 

To  the  left  on  entering  the  inner  quadrangle,  and 
attached  to  the  Keep,  is  a  square  tower  of  two  stories,  and 
on  a  platform  of  four  or  five  steps  stands  an  early  English 
arch,  surmounted  by  a  still  earlier  Norman  label-moulding, 
attesting  the  antiquity  of  this  tower.  A  flight  of  steps 
from  thence  gives  access  to  the  level  of  the  base  court  of 
the  keep.  At  the  side  of  these  steps  a  narrow  gangway  or  gallery,  protected  by  a  rude 
and  antique  timber-shed  roof,  leads  to  a  room  of  irregular  form  and  small  dimensions  ex- 
tending over  the  staircase,  lighted  by  two  deeply  recessed 
windows  opening  to  the  outer  court,  and  secured  by  a  strong- 
oak  door  communicating  with  the  before-named  gallery. 

An  old  chair,  an  old  carved  four-post  bedstead,  and  in  a 
most  suspiciously  recessed  angular  nook,  an  old  black- 
looking  pallet-bed,  form  the  furniture  of  this  room,  all, 
though  tattered  and  time-worn,  bearing  evidence  of  some 
former  splendour  in  decoration.  It  does  not  require  much 
stretch  of  imagination  for  the  adoption  of  this  chamber  as 
the  scene  of 

"  Murder  most  foul  and  most  unnatural  \  " 
And  a  bust  of  the  wretched  king  standing  in  one  of  the 


*  In  reference  to  this  apartment  Horace  Walpole,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Rev.  AVilliam  Cole,  dated  15th  August,  1774, 
says  :  —  "The  room  shewn  for  the  murder  of  Edward  II.  and 


inc.  It  is  a  dismal  chamber,  almost  at  the  top  of  the  house, 
quite  detached,  and  to  he  approached  only  by  a  kind  of  foot- 
bridge, and  from  that  descends  a  large  flight  of  steps,  that 


the  shrieks  of  an  agonising  king,  I  verily  believe  to  be  genu-      terminate  on  strong  gates  — exactly  a  corps-de-garde." 
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window  recesses,  with  its  face  veiled  in  shadow,  seems  mutely  but  powerfully  to  appeal  to 

those  feelings  of  pity  which  cannot  fail  to  be  excited  by  the 
view  of  this  dreary  abode  of  royalty. 

Emerging  into  the  open  court,  a  highly  enriched  Norman 
archway  is  found,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  court- 
yard of  the  keep,  where,  at  some  ten  or  twelve  yards  above 
the  base-court,  a  number  of  wild  ducks  are  quietly  domiciled 
in  a  small  pond  formed  in  its  centre,  and  where  they  have 
remained  for  some  years  contrary  to  their  nature,  apparently 
without  a  wish  for  change.  From  thence  the  ramparts  are 
ascended,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  surrounding 
country. 

The  Church  is  a  fine  early  structure  adjoining  the  castle,  and  attached  to  its  south 
side  is  the  mortuary  chapel  of  the  Berkeley  family  —  a  richly  groined  edifice,  divided 
into  two  compartments  by  a  handsome  stone  screen,  the 
inner  or  eastern  apartment  containing  several  monuments 
of  the  family.  The  altar  end  is  blocked  up  by  a  fine 
Elizabethan  tomb  of  Sir  Henry  Berkeley,  who  died  in 
1613  ;  his  first  wife's  effigies  are  placed  by  his  side.  Under 
an  arch,  opening  into  the  south  side  of  the  chancel,  is  a 
highly  enriched  and  decorated  altar-tomb,  on  which  lie  the 
effigies  of  another  Earl  of  Berkeley  and  his  son.  It  is  a 
beautiful  specimen  of  the  period,  divided  into  fourteen 
niches,  having  floriated  canopies,  under  which  are  figures  on 
pedestals  — the  Virgin  and  Child,  St.  Christopher  with  our 
Saviour,  St.  George  and  the  dragon,  and  St.  Peter,  are 
among  the  number. 

The  groining  of  the  chapel  is  curious,  as  containing  in  its  several  bosses  and  panels  a 
connected  set  of  emblems  referring  to  the  awful  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  with  a  most 
unaccountable  interpolation  of  the  monkish  satires  of  the  fox  preaching  to  geese,  a  monkey 
holding  a  bottle,  &c. 

The  churchyard  contains  a  monument  to  the  last  of  those  privileged  characters,  the  "  fool " 
or  jester  of  the  nobility.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  and  appears  to  have 
been  lent  to  Lord  Berkeley.  He  was  buried  18th  June,  1728.  At  the  end  of  the  monument 
are  the  arms  of  the  earl,  and  on  one  side  this  inscription, — 


My  lord  that's  gone,  himself  made  much  of  him  \" 
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On  the  opposite  side  are  these  lines  written  by  Dean  Swift,  who  was  chaplain  to  Charles 
Earl  of  Berkeley  :  — 

"  Here  lies  the  Earl  of  Suffolk's  fool, 
Men  call  him  Dicky  Pearce  ; 
His  folly  served  to  make  men  laugh, 
When  wit  and  mirth  were  scarce. 
Poor  Dick,  alas  !  is  dead  and  gone — 
What  signifies  to  cry  ? 
Dickies  enough  are  left  behind 
To  laugh  at  by  and  by." 

The  village  bears  the  half-maritime  character  usual  in  places  near  the  sea,  or  an  arm  of 
the  sea,  and  has  some  old  buildings  about  it,  of  which  the 
annexed  sketch  is  a  specimen.  It  may,  however,  be  justly 
celebrated  as  the  birthplace  of  Dr.  Jenner,  by  whom  cow- 
pock  inocculation  was  first  introduced.  He  was  buried  at  | 
Berkeley,  and  will  ever  be  remembered  with  gratitude  as 
the  successful  combatant  of  that  fearful  disease,  whose 
ravages  were  so  finely  alluded  to  by  Admiral  Berkeley, 
when,  advocating  his  claims  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
he  said,  that  "  not  a  second  is  struck  by  the  hand  of  Time 
but  a  victim  is  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  that-most  horrible 
of  all  disorders — the  small- pox." 

Wandering  through  the  ancient  and  venerable  Halls, 
consecrated  by  time,  the  mind  associates  with  every  so- 
lemn nook  some  memorable  passage  of  its  eventful  history.  Ages  have  wrought  com- 
paratively little  change  in  its  external  and  internal  aspect.  There  are  no  indications  of 
ruin,  and  few  even  of  neglect,  in  this  famous  baronial  castle.  The  fancy  is  scarcely 
taxed  to  behold  again,  seated  on  the  dais,  its  powerful  lords  —  mirrors  of  chivalry:  we 
seem  almost  to  hear  the  minstrels  recite  the  praises  of  descendants  of  the  royal  Dane,  who 
fought  and  conquered  by  the  side  of  the  Conqueror ;  we  behold  his  successors,  in  one 
unbroken  line  for  centuries,  surrounded  by  their  vassals,  holding  regal  sway ;  we  tread  the 
very  steps  which  a  deposed  and  death-doomed  monarch  trod  in  grievous  captivity  ;  and 
although  we  shudder  at  entering  the  dark  chamber  in  which  he  was  so  foully  murdered,  we 
feel  pity  for,  rather  than  anger  towards,  that  "  Lord  of  Berkeley  "  who  was  certainly  guiltless 
of  the  deed,  and  whose  weapon  would  have  forced  aside  the  hands  of  remorseless  butchers. 
Berkeley  Castle  is  a  fine  study  for  the  antiquary ;  a  full  page  for  the  historian  :  it  illustrates 
with  singular  force  the  customs  of  our  ancestors  ;  exhibits  their  state  of  perpetual  "  watch  and 
ward  ;"  the  frowning  Keep  speaks  audibly  ;  and  every  winding  staircase  and  chamber,  small 
or  large,  is  fertile  of  story. 


BERKELEY  CASTLE. 

The  neighbourhood,  too,  retains  much  of  its  primitive  character.  One  may  imagine  the 
peasants  and  farmers,  whose  quaint  homesteads  environ  the  strong  castle — the  dependants 
and  retainers  of  four  centuries  ago. 

So  few  of  these  "  old  places  "  have  been  preserved  to  our  time,  "  unimproved''  by  modern 
"  taste,"  that  a  visit  to  Berkeley  is  like  a  refreshing  draught  of  pure  water  in  an  arid  plain, 
to  those  who  mourn  over  removals  of  the  ancient  landmarks  of  their  ancestors. 

"In  surveying  Berkeley  Castle," — we  quote  the  fine  apostrophe  of  Dallaway — "this 
proud  monument  of  feudal  splendour  and  magnificence,  the  very  genius  of  chivalry  seems  to 
present  himself  amidst  the  venerable  remains,  with  a  sternness  and  majesty  of  air  and 
feature  which  shew  what  he  once  has  been,  and  a  mixture  of  disdain  for  the  degenerate 
posterity  that  robbed  him  of  his  honours.  Amidst  such  a  scene  the  manly  exercises  of 
knighthood  recur  to  the  imagination  in  their  full  pomp  and  solemnity ;  while  every  patriot 
feeling  beats  at  the  remembrance  of  the  generous  virtues  which  were  nursed  in  those  schools 
of  fortitude,  honour,  courtesy,  and  wit  —  the  mansions  of  our  ancient  nobility!" 
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B  RAM  SHI  LL  ,  HAMPSHIRE. 


BRAMSHILL  HOUSE, 


HAMPSHIRE. 


ramshill  House  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  of  the  remaining 
mansions  of  the  time  of  James  the  First.  It  is  said  to  have 
been  erected  for  the  excellent  Prince  Henry — by  whom  it  was 
never  inhabited,  his  death  having  occurred  before  the  building- 
was  completely  finished.  It  became  the  property  of  the  Lords 
Zouch,  from  whom  it  subsequently  passed  to  the  family  of 
Cope — the  present  proprietor  being  Sir  John  Cope,  Bart. 
The  wings  are  comparatively  plain,  constructed  of  brick, 
with  stone  dressings;  but  the  centre  is  elaborately  built 
of  stone,  finely  carved  and  profusely  decorated.  It  supplies 
a  striking  example  of  the  peculiar  architecture  of  the 
period,  when  "Italian  improvements"  were  earliest  intro- 
duced into,  and  mixed  up  with,  our  "  old  Gothic  manner."  This  central  portion  of  the 
structure  is  carried  up  in  rich  compartments,  with  pilasters,  from  story  to  story,  sur- 
mounted by  a  pediment  of  the 
same  character,  which  bears 
the  coronet  of  the  Prince  for 
whom  the  building  is  said 
to  have  been  designed. 

The  interior  is  even  more 
primitive  and  unimpaired  than 
the  exterior.  The  old  Hall  is 
floored  and  wainscotted  with 
oak ;  the  ceiling  is  enriched, 
and  the  walls  are  hung  with 
family  portraits  in  antique 
frames,  in  admirable  keeping 

with  the  staid  and  solemn  aspect   of  the  venerable   structure.     The  apartments 
throughout  the  mansion  are  of  the  same  interesting  class.    In  the  principal  drawing 
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BRAMSHILL  HOUSE. 


room,  the  needle  rivals  the  pencil  upon  the  tapestried  walls ;  every  chamber  retains 
unaltered  its  ancient  character :  the  furniture  and  "  garnishings"  are  of  other  days ; 
the  massive  fire-places  still  afford  space  for  the  hospitable  yule  log ;  and  in  the  chairs 
and  couches  that  throng  the  several  apartments,  we  see  the  quaint  and  elaborate 
carvings  and  embroidered  coverings  which  exhibit  the  skill  and  industry  of  gone-by 
times.  All  things  within  the  mansion  are  in  harmony  with  the  impressive  grandeur  it 
derives  from  age.  Circumstances  have  happily  existed  to  prevent  the  coarse  assaults  of 
the  modern  Renovator;  and  Bramshill  House  remains — and,  we  hope,  will  long 
continue — a  fine  example  of  the  period  of  its  erection. 

Such  "Houses"  are  rarely  encountered  now-a-days— a  mansion  so  little  altered, 
within  and  without,  that  Imagination  may  readily  recal  its  ancient  occupants, 
peopling  the  long  galleries,  shadowed  recesses,  and  spacious  Hall,  with  the  formal 
and  stately  Dames  and  Knights  of  the  period  when  it  was  erected.  There  are, 
indeed,  few  places  that  are  so  easily  associated  with  the  past ;  one  might  almost 
fancy  that  the  very  chairs  and  tables  have  been  unmoved  during  two  whole  centuries. 

The  House  is  auspiciously  situated :  it  stands  on  rising  ground,  and  commands 
extensive  prospects  of  the  surrounding  country.  It  has  recently  obtained  augmented 
importance  in  consequence  of  the  visit  of  Her  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  who,  while  a  guest 
of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  examined  the  old  mansion  of  Bramshill,  which  is 
distant  about  six  miles  from  Strathfieldsaye. 
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KNOLE  HOUSE, 


KENT. 


nole  House  adjoins  the  pleasant  and  picturesque  town  of 
Sevenoaks.  The  principal  approach  is  by  a  long  and 
winding  avenue  of  finely-grown  beech-trees,  through 
the  extensive  Park  —  the  road,  sloping  and  rising 
gradually,  and  presenting  frequent  views  of  hill  and 
m  dale,  terminated  by  the  heavy  and  sombre  stone  front 
E>  of  the  ancient  and  venerable  edifice.  Passing  under 
an  embattled  Tower,  the  first  or  outer  quadrangle 


is  entered  ;  hence  there  is  another  passage  through  another  tower-portal,  which 
conducts  to  the  inner  quadrangle,  and  so  to  the 


for  which  Knole — one  of  the  stateliest  of  the  Baronial  Mansions  of  England — has  long 
been  famous.  No  precise  date  can  be  assigned  to  the  structure ;  it  is  certain  that 
so  far  back  as  the  Conquest  there  wras  "  a  residence "  here ;  we  have,  howrever,  no 
authentic  records  of  its  occupants  until  early  in  the  reign  of  John,  w  hen  "  the  Manor 
and  Estate  "  were  held  by  Baldwin  de  Bethune,  from  whom  they  passed  by  marriage 
to  the  Mareschals,  Earls  of  Pembroke,  one  of  whom — a  "rebellious  Baron" — forfeiting, 
the  lands  were  bestowed  upon  Fulk  de  Brent,  a  low  soldier  of  fortune — "  a  desperate 
fellow,"  as  Camden  terms  him,  whose  arms  had  been  useful  to  the  King  and  his  son, 
Henry  the  Third.  Upon  the  subsequent  disgrace  of  this  mercenary,  the  lands  reverted 
to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ;  from  whom  they  passed  to  the  Bigods,  the  Grandisons, 
the  Says,  and — in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth — to  James  Fienes,  summoned  to 
Parliament  in  the  twenty-fourth  of  that  Monarch's  reign  as  Lord  Say  and  Sele ;  and 
murdered  in  Cheapside  by  order  of  "Jack  Cade."  His  son  and  heir  conveyed  the 
estates  to  Thomas  Bourchier,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  having  "  rebuilt  the 
Manor-house,  and  enclosed  a  Park  round  the  same,"  bequeathed  it,  in  1486,  to  the  See. 
Knole  thus  became  the  dwelling-house  of  the  several  Archbishops  until  the  twenty- 


Huge  Hall,  long  Galleries,  spacious  Chambers," 


KNOLE  HOUSE. 


ninth  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  when  Cranmer,  "  willing  to  surrender  a  part  of  the 
possessions  of  the  Church  to  preserve  the  remainder,"  granted  Knole  and  its  appur- 
tenances to  the  King.  By  Edward  the  Sixth  they  were  given  to  the  Dudleys :  on 
the  failure  of  the  attempt  to  place  Lady  Jane  Grey  on  the  throne,  they  reverted  to 
the  Crown.  By  Queen  Mary  they  Avere  presented  to  Cardinal  Pole.  During  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  after  having  been  held  for  a  brief  time  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  they 
were  bestowed  upon  Thomas  Sackville,  created  Baron  Buckhurst  and  Earl  of  Dorset. 
In  this  family  they  have  ever  since  remained ;  the  present  owner  of  the  noble  Mansion 
and  Estates  being  the  Countess  Amherst,  relict  of  the  sixth  Earl  of  Plymouth,  and 
daughter  of  the  third  Duke  of  Dorset,  co-heiress,  with  her  sister  the  Countess  De  la 
Warr,  of  her  brother,  the  fourth  Duke,  who  died  "of  full  age,  but  unmarried  and 
without  issue,"  in  1815.* 

Knole  House  is  full  of  highly  honourable  and  deeply  interesting  associations  with 
the  past.  Seen  from  a  distance,  the  Mansion  appears  irregular ;  but,  although  the 
erection  of  several  periods,  and  enlarged,  from  time  to  time,  to  meet  the  wants  or 
wishes  of  its  immediate  occupiers,  it  exhibits  few  parts  out  of  harmony  with  the 
whole ;  and  presents  a  striking  and  very  imposing  example  of  the  earlier  Baronial 
Mansions,  such  as  it  was  before  settled  peace  in  Britain  warranted  the  withdrawal 
of  all  means  of  defence  in  cases  of  attack  from  open  or  covert  enemies. — The 
neighbourhood,  as  well  as  "  the  House,"  is  suggestive  of  many  sad,  or  pleasant, 
memories:  from  the  summits  of  knolls  in  the  noble  and  well-stocked  Park,  extensive 
views  are  obtained  of  the  adjacent  country ;  scattered  about  the  wealds  of  Kent  are 
the  tall  spires  of  scores  of  village  churches ;  Hever — recalling  the  fate  of  the  murdered 
Anna  Boleyn  and  the  destiny  of  the  deserted  Anne  of  Cleves;  Penshurst — the  cradle 
and  the  tomb  of  the  Sidneys ;  Eridge — once  great  Warwick's  hunting-seat ;  the  still 
frowning  battlements  of  Tunbridge  Castle ;  —  these  and  other  objects,  within  ken, 


*  The  Sackvilles  are  an  ancient  and  very  distinguished 
family,  dating  from  the  Conquest.  The  first  Peer,  the  famous 
Lord  Buckhurst  and  Earl  of  Dorset,  succeeded  Burleigh  as 
Lord  Treasurer,  an  office  in  which  he  was  confirmed  by  King 
James.  He  is  more  celebrated,  however,  as  the  author  of  the 
earliest  English  Tragedy  in  blank  verse,  "  Gordubuc,"  and 
"  The  Induction  to  a  Mirrour  for  Magistrates,"  one  of  the 
noblest  Poems  in  the  language.  Gordubuc  is  praised  by 
Sidney  for  its  "  notable  moralitie  ; "  and  the  Poem  is  believed 
to  have  given  rise  to  the  Fairy  Queen.  All  contemporaries 
agree  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  virtues  of  this  truly  noble  man. 
One  of  them  thus  draws  his  character : — "  How  many  rare 
things  were  in  him  !  who  more  loving  unto  his  wife  !  who 
more  kind  unto  his  children  !  who  more  fast  unto  his  friend  ! 
who  more  moderate  unto  his  enemy  !  who  more  true  to  his 
word  !  "  The  sixth  Earl  of  Dorset  is  also  celebrated  in  the 
History  of  Literature  :  he  was  one  of  the  wits  of  the  licentious 
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court  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  the  associate  of  Rochester, 
Villiers,  and  Sedley  ;  but  subsequently  the  patron  of  Prior, 
Dryden,  Butler,  Congreve,  Addison,  and  Pope.  Prior  he 
rescued  from  a  vintner's  tap,  and  Butler  "  owed  to  him  that 
the  court  tasted  his  '  Hudibras.'  "  His  reputation  as  an 
author  rests  upon  a  Poem  consisting  of  no  more  than  eleven 
stanzas — the  "  song  "  beginning 

"  To  all  ye  ladies  now  at  land,"— 

r 

said  to  have  been  written  on  shipboard,  on  the  night  preceding 
a  sea-fight.  It  is  an  elegant  composition,  and  manifests  a 
"  heedlessnesse  of  danger  "  natural  to  a  gallant  youth.  Pope 
hails  him  as 

"  the  grace  of  courts,  the  Muses'  pride  ;  " 

and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  was  not  only  a  generous 
and  liberal  friend  to  men  of  letters,  but  a  judicious  patron  to 
those  who  needed  help. 
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demand  thought  and  induce  reflection  ;  both  of  which  obtain  augmented  power 
while  treading  the  graceful  corridors  and  stately  chambers  of  the  time-honoured 
Mansion.  The  walls  are  hung 
with  authentic  portraits  of  the 
great  men  of  various  epochs, 
who,  when  living,  flourished 
here ;  not  alone  the  noble  and 
wealthy  owners  of  the  old  Hall, 
but  the  worthies  who  sojourned 
there  as  guests — to  have  shel- 
tered, aided,  and  befriended 
whom  is  now  the  proudest,  as 
it  will  be  the  most  enduring, 
of  all  the  boasts  of  lordly 
Knole* 

Visitors  are  generously  admitted  into  the  more  interesting  and  attractive  of  the 
apartments;  and  they  are  full  of  treasures  of  art, — not  of  paintings  alone,  although 
of  these  every  chamber  is  a  store-house,  but  of  curious  and  rare  productions,  from 
the  most  elaborate  and  costly  examples  of  the  artists  of  the  middle  ages,  to  the 
characteristic  works  of  the  English  artisan  during  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James, 
when  a  vast  amount  of  labour  was  bestowed  upon  the  commonest  articles  of  every- 
day use.  The  collection  of  Fire-dogs  at  Knole  is  singularly  rich ;  those  which 
adorn  "  the  Cartoon  Gallery "  supply  us  with  our  initial  letter ;  but  every  room 
throughout  the  Mansion  contains  a  pair  equally  curious  and  fine — the  greater  number 
being  of  chased  silver.  The  chairs  and  seats  of  various  kinds,  to  be  found  in  all 
parts  of  the  House,  are  so  many  models  for  the  artist.  The  best  are  placed  in 
"  the  Brown  Gallery "  j — a  long  and  narrow  apartment,  panneled,  roofed,  and  floored 
with  oak ;  here  the  antique  fastenings  to  the  doors  and  windows  are  preserve4  in 
their  early  purity ;  the  stained  windows  are  fresh  as  if  painted  yesterday ;  while 
the  walls   are  covered  with  historic  Portraits,  giving  vitality  to  the  striking  and 


*  The  Dining  Parlour — where,  by  the  way,  in  1645,  the 
Court  of  Sequestration  met  and  deprived,  for  loyalty  to  his 
sovereign,  Edward,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Dorset,  of  his  estates — 
contains  a  series  of  Portraits  of  men  who,  it  is  certain,  met 
together  often  there,  assembled  round  the  festive  board  of 
Charles,  the  sixth  Earl.  Among  the  more  interesting  and 
important  are  those  of  Waller  and  Addison,  by  Jarvis ; 
Dr.  Johnson,  Garrick,  and  Goldsmith,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  ; 
Otway,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely  ;  Locke,  Hobbes,  Sedley,  Newton, 
and  Dryden,  by  Kneller ;  Cowley  and  Rochester,  by  Du  Boyce ; 
Tom  Dui  fey — in  "  a  conversation  piece  " — by  Vandergucht ; 
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Burke,  by  Opie  ;  together  with  copies,  by  less  famous  hands, 
of  Ben  Jonson,  Congreve,  Wycherley,  Rowe,  Garth,  Swift, 
Cartwright,  Pope,  Betterton,  Gay,  Handel,  &c,  &c,  &c. 

t  The  artist  selected  as  a  worthy  subject  for  his  pencil  the 
gallery  which  runs  parallel  with  "  the  Brown  Gallery,"  on 
the  upper  floor.  It  is  peculiarly  striking  and  characteristic  ; 
and  Time  has  shaken  it  into  "  the  picturesque."  It  is  known 
as  "  the  Retainers'  Gallery  ; "  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the 
domestics  branch  off  from  it.  The  marble  chimney-piece, 
although  much  dilapidated,  is  of  the  finest  marble,  and  of  rare 
workmanship. 
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interesting  scene — and  seeming  to  remove  two  centuries  from  between  the  present 
and  the  past.    Similar  wealth  (wealth  in  the  best  and  truest  meaning  of  the  word)  is 
to  be  found  in  every  chamber. 
The  Great  Hall  has  its  "  dais," 
its  "  Minstrels'  Gallery,"  and 
even  its  oak  tables  where  re- 
tainers feasted,  long  ago.  The 
bed-rooms  are  distinguished  as, 
"  the  Spangled,  "  "  the  Vene- 
tian," "  the  King's, "  &c.  &c. 
Of  the  last  named  we  give 
an  engraving.    The  furniture 
here  is  entirely  of  silver ;  the 
state  bed  is  said  to  have  cost 
£8000.     The  room  was  pre- 
pared and  furnished  for  the  reception  of  James  the  First.    The  Portraits  scattered 
through  the  various  apartments  are,  many  of  them,  of  rare  value.    They  include  the 
principal  nobility  and  statesmen  of  the  reigns  of  Henry  the  Eighth  and  his  children. 
Among  the  other  pictures  are  choice  examples  of  Titian,  Corregio,  Vandyck,  Rembrandt, 
and  Reynolds.    In  a  window  of  the  Billiard-room  is  a  painting  on  glass  of  a  knight 
in  armour,  representing  the  famous  ancestor  of  the  Sackvilles ;  and  in  the  Cartoon 
Gallery  are,  also  on  glass,  the  armorial  bearings  of  twenty-one  of  his  descendants, 
ending  with  Richard,  the  third  Earl  of  Dorset.    Of  the  several  "galleries,"  and  the 
drawing-rooms,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  they  are  magnificent  in  reference  to  their 
contents,  and  beautiful  as  regards  the  style  of  decoration  accorded  to  each.  There 
is,  indeed,  no  part  of  the  noble  building  which  may  not  afford  exquisite  and  useful 
models  to  the  painter ;  a  fact  of  which  we  understand  the  noble  owners  are  fully 
aware,  for  to  artists  they  have  afforded  repeated  facilities  for  study.    It  will  not  be 
difficult  to  recognise,  in  some  of  the  best  productions  of  modern  art,  copies  of  the 
gems  which  give  value  and  adornment  to  the  noble  House  of  Knole. 
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HALL  I'  THE  WOOD, 

LANCASHIRE. 


all  i'  the  Wood. — This  very  ancient  and  venerable  edifice — with 
which,  far  more  than  with  many  of  greater  magnitude  and 
p)     higher  state  among  the  old  mansions  of  England,  are  asso- 
|      ciated  ideas  of  permanent  utility  and  universal  good — is 
jjU1'    situate  about  a  mile  from  Bolton,  close  to  one  of  the 
),     admirably-managed  cotton-mills  of  the  Messrs.  Ashworth. 
It  is  surrounded  by  indications  of  commerce ;  the  smoke  of 
many  hundred  factories  impregnates  the  air,  and  renders 
even  the  herbage  stunted  and  dark ;  while  numerous  steam- 
engines  are  busily  at  work  drawing  to  the  surface  the  coal, 


without  which  industry  could  avail  little  in  a  locality  so  far  inland,  and  where  the 
water  barely  suffices  to  aid  the  mighty  machinery  which  supplies  the  world  with  the 
most  essential  article  of  dress.  Yet  the  neighbourhood  is  full  also  of  tokens  of  early 
Baronial  splendour ;  and  the  "  Halls  "  scattered  in  various  directions  afford  unequivocal 
proofs  of  its  former  dignity  and  importance,  ere  the  "  'Squirearchy  "  gave  place  to  the 
"  Manufacturers,"  who  now  fill  every  part  of  Lancashire  with  long,  tall,  and  broad 
houses,  abounding  in  windows — grievously  diminishing  the  picturesque,  but  cheering 
and  animating  to  those  who  know  that  in  the  nineteenth  century  the  pre-eminence 
of  Great  Britain  must  be  secured  by  commerce  and  manufacture.  Close  at  hand  are 
"  Smithells,"  formerly  a  seat  of  the  Ratcliffes,  now  the  property  of  the  Ainsworths  ;  "  Peel 
Hall,"  still  the  inheritance  of  the  Kenyons ;  "  Turton  Tower,"  once  the  seat  of  Humphry 
Chetham ;  and  "  Worsley  Old  Hall,"  the  present  residence  of  Lord  Francis  Egerton.  The 
greater  number  of  these  old  houses,  however,  have  altogether  changed  owners ; — many 
of  them,  as  in  the  case  of  Hall  i'  the  Wood,  having  been  deserted,  or  left  to  humbler 
occupants,  who  care  only  to  keep  the  roofs  above  their  heads,  and  attach  small 
import  to  the  interest  they  derive  from  antiquity. 

The  house  under  especial  notice  at  one  time  belonged  to  "  the  Norrises ; "  from 
them,  it  passed  to  "  the  Starkies ; "  and  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century  it 
obtained  a  celebrity — which  must  for  ever  render  the  neighbourhood  famous — as  the 
humble  dwelling  of  a  humble  artisan,  who  largely  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  his 
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country.  From  him,  indeed,  Hall  i'  the  Wood  derives  historic  interest;  the  old  and 
somewhat  dilapidated  mansion,  although  divided  and  subdivided  into  tenements  for 
"working  men,"  should  be  as  a  place  of  pilgrimage  to  those  who  date  the  modern 
supremacy  of  Great  Britain  from  the  improvements  in  manufactures,  which  have  upheld 
the  State  and  sustained  her  power  during  peace,  as  the  courage,  fortitude,  and  endurance 
of  her  sons  had  done  during  a  protracted  war.  In  no  part  of  England  does  the 
memorable  line  receive  stronger  emphasis  than  in  the  small  room  of  this  comparatively 
deserted  house : — 

"  Peace  hath  her  victories  as  well  as  War  !  " 

The  father  of  Samuel  Crompton  was  a  small  farmer,  residing  at  Firwood,  near  Bolton, 
who,  as  was  the  custom  in  those  days,  mingled  with  the  business  of  a  farmer  the  occu- 
pations of  weaving,  carding,  and  spinning.  Samuel  was  born  in  1753  ;  and  while  an 
infant,  was  removed  with  his  family  to  the  scene  of  his  after  triumph,  Hall  i'  the  Wood  ; 
which  even  then  must  have  been  consigned  by  its  earlier  owners  to  the  chances  of  pre- 
servation from  needy  inmates.  We  borrow  from  various  sources  some  particulars  con- 
cerning the  eventful  life  and  important  labours  of  this  remarkable  man — chiefly  from  a 
paper  by  John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  the  generous  and  consistent  friend  of  Crompton. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  learned  to  spin  upon  "  a  Jenny  "  (of  Hargreave's  make), 
and  occasionally  wove  the  yarn  he  had  spun.  His  work,  however,  being  but  indifferent, 
he  was  led  to  consider  how  it  could  be  improved ;  and  the  result  was,  ultimately,  though 
at  a  far-off  distance  of  time,  the  construction  of  "  the  mule  " — a  machine  which  it  is 
foreign  to  our  purpose  to  describe,  but  which  gave  to  the  cotton  manufacture  a  degree 
of  perfection  to  which,  without  it,  it  could  never  have  attained. 

Crompton  was  only  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  commenced  the  undertaking, 
which  took  him  five  years  to  effect — at  least,  before  he  could  bring  his  improvements  to 
maturity.  He  experienced  much  difficulty  in  consequence  of  being  unable  to  procure 
proper  tools  with  his  limited  earnings,  acquired  by  labour  at  the  loom  or  jenny.  Not 
being  a  regular  mechanic,  and  having  to  learn  the  use  of  the  few  he  could  purchase, 
it  is  matter  of  surprise  that  even  in  five  years  he  succeeded  in  making  his  machine  prac- 
tically useful.  His  greatest  trouble  appears  to  have  been  his  inability  to  enjoy  his  little 
invention  to  himself,  in  his  own  room ;  for  the  product  of  his  machine  obtaining  a 
better  price  than  other  yarns  of  those  times,  a  report  was  circulated  that  he  had  devised 
some  novel  mode  of  improved  spinning :  people,  for  miles  round  the  country,  gathered 
about  his  dwelling ;  and,  in  many  instances,  actually  obtained  ladders,  and  climbed  up  to 
his  window  to  see  him  work.  To  avoid  this  intrusion,  he  formed  a  screen;  but  the 
annoyance  becoming  so  great,  that  he  could  not  proceed  with  his  work  to  advantage,  he 
at  length  laid  the  whole  plan  before  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who  gave  him  one  guinea 
each  to  look  at  it.    These  sums  amounted  to  about  50/.,  which  enabled  him  to  construct 
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another  machine,  still  farther  improved,  and  of  larger  dimensions  (the  first  machine  con- 
sisted of  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  spindles).  When  relating  this  little  history  to 
Mr.  G.  A.  Lee  and  Mr.  John  Kennedy,  Mr.  Lee  having  observed,  "  It  was  a  pity  he  had 
not  kept  the  secret  to  himself,"  he  replied,  "  that  a  man  had  a  very  insecure  tenure  of 
property,  which  another  could  carry  away  with  his  eyes." 

Unfortunately,  therefore,  Crompton  never  secured  his  invention  by  patent ;  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  while  hundreds  of  manufacturers  were  making  immense  fortunes 
by  the  result  of  his  ingenuity,  he  himself  lived  in  poverty,  and  died  little  better  than  a 
pauper.  He  was  left  a  widower  when  his  children  were  very  young,  and  his  only 
daughter  kept  his  little  cottage  in  King-street,  Bolton,  where  he  died.  He  erected 
several  looms  for  the  fancy-work  of  that  town,  in  which  he  displayed  great  ingenuity. 
He  was  fond  of  music,  and  built  for  himself  an  organ,  which  he  had  in  his  little 
cottage.  In  1812  he  made  a  survey  of  all  the  cotton  districts  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  and  obtained  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  spindles  then  at  work  on 
his  principle,  which  amounted  to  between  four  and  five  millions  (in  1829,  the  number 
was  seven  millions).  On  his  return,  he  laid  the  result  of  his  inquiries  before  Mr.  Lee 
and  Mr.  Kennedy,  with  a  suggestion  that  Parliament  might  "  grant  him  something." 

With  these  data  before  him,  Mr.  Lee  entered  fully  into  the  case,  and  made  an 
appointment  with  the  late  George  Duckworth,  Esq.,  of  Manchester,  who  drew  up  a 
memorial  to  Parliament  in  his  behalf.  This  was  signed  by  most  of  the  principal  manufac- 
turers in  the  kingdom,  who  were  acquainted  with  his  merits.  He  went  to  London  himself 
with  the  memorial,  and  obtained  an  interview  with  one  of  the  members  for  the  county  of 
Lancaster.  He  remained  there  during  the  session,  and  was  in  the  House  on  the  evening 
that  Mr.  Perceval  was  shot,  and  witnessed  the  catastrophe.  A  short  time  before  this 
disastrous  occurrence,  Mr.  Perceval  had  given  him  a  promise  to  interest  himself  in  his 
behalf ;  and,  in  accordance  with  this  assurance,  had  brought  in  a  bill,  which  was  passed, 
for  a  grant  of  5000/.  in  full,  without  fees  or  charges. 

Mr.  Crompton  was  now  anxious  to  place  his  sons  in  some  business,  and  fixed  on  that 
of  bleaching ;  but  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  times,  the  inexperience  and  mismanage- 
ment of  his  sons,  a  bad  situation,  and  a  misunderstanding  with  his  landlord,  which 
occasioned  a  tedious  lawsuit,  conspired,  in  a  very  short  time,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
establishment.  His  sons  were  dispersed,  and  he  and  his  daughter  reduced  to  poverty. 
Messrs.  Hicks  and  Rothwell,  of  Bolton,  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  some  others  in  that  neighbourhood 
and  in  Manchester,  made,  in  1824,  a  second  subscription,  to  purchase  a  life  annuity  for 
him,  which  produced  Q31.  per  annum.  The  amount  was  raised  in  small  sums  from  one  to 
ten  pounds,  some  of  which  were  contributed  by  the  Swiss  and  French  spinners,  who 
acknowledged  his  merits,  and  pitied  his  misfortunes.  He  died  January  26,  1827,  having 
enjoyed  his  annuity  only  two  years,  leaving  his  daughter,  his  affectionate  housekeeper, 
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in  absolute  poverty.  Such,  unhappily,  has  been  the  fate  of  many  public  benefactors. 
They  have  tilled  the  ground  and  sown  the  seed,  but  others  have  gathered  in  the  harvest. 

"  Hall  i'  the  Wood,"  as  we  have  intimated — the  preservation  of  which  as  a  monument 
to  the  memory  of  useful  industry,  and  its  prodigious  practical  results,  may  be  regarded  as 
a  public  duty — is  falling  gradually  into  decay ;  but  its  condition  is  such,  that  a  very 
trifling  degree  of  labour  may  effectually  restore  it.  Its  present  occupants  work  at  the 
neighbouring  factories :  and  although  we  found  them  taking  some  pride  in  the  aged  walls 

they  inhabit,  from  them  we  can  expect  nothing 
in  the  way  of  its  preservation.  Surely  it  ought 
not  to  be  left  to  the  common  fate  of  common 
things  !  The  accompanying  print  —  from  an 
excellent  drawing  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Dodd,  a  most 
intelligent  artist,  by  whom  we  were  accom- 
panied to  this  "  shrine  "  of  manufacturing  devo- 
tees— exhibits  the  principal  front,  "  Crompton's 
Room"  being  indicated  by  the  open  window. 
The  house  is  built  in  the  usual  style  of  old 
dwellings  of  a  better  class  in  Lancashire,  being 
composed  of  "wood  and  plaster."  It  has  no 
projecting  windows  or  carved  doors ;  the  chief 
entrance,  at  the  south  gable,  appears  to  have 
been  a  later  addition.  It  is  of  stone ;  and 
above  it,  in  a  square  panel,  is  the  date  1648, 
with  the  initials  A.N.A.  Within,  a  staircase  of  massive  oak  leads  to  the  upper  chambers ; 
of  which,  one  only — "  Crompton's  Room  " — seems  to  have  been  treated  with  respect ; 
but  this  also  has  been  doomed  to  periodical  "  whitewashings,"  which,  however,  have 
failed  to  efface  a  deeply-cut  panel  (given  as  our  initial  letter),  interesting  as  that  upon 
which  the  eyes  of  "  the  Discoverer  "  must  have  often  looked.  „ 

Seen  from  a  distance,  the  house  is  highly  picturesque ;  it  stands  on  high,  rocky 
ground,  which  on  one  side  is  almost  perpendicular  to  a  great  depth,  broken  into  masses, 
covered  with  moss  and  lichens,  among  which,  here  and  there,  shoot  out  the  branches  of 
the  oak  and  ash,  which  have  found  places  for  their  roots  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks. 
Some  of  these  trees  have  been  partially  hurled  down  by  frequent  storms,  and  their 
gnarled  branches  form  singular  contrasts  with  the  silvery  stems  of  a  few  slender  birch- 
trees,  which  flourish  in  young  vigour  by  their  sides.  At  the  foot  of  the  precipitous 
descent,  a  broad  and  somewhat  clear  stream  winds  its  way  over  large  stones,  forming 
tiny  waterfalls ;  passing  under  a  rustic  wooden  bridge,  it  makes  its  way  through  the 
adjacent  valley  to  supply  many  scores  of  mills  and  factories,  creating  wealth. 
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mithells  Hall  is  situated  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
populous  and  flourishing  manufacturing  town  of  Bolton,  The 
manor  was  dependent  on  the  manor  of  Sharpies,  the  lord  of  which 
claimed  from  its  owners  a  pair  of  gilt  spurs  annually,  and  —  by  a 
singular  and  "inconvenient"  custom  —  the  unlimited  use  of  the 
Smithells  cellars  during  one  week  of  every  year.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear, however,  that  the  lord  of  Smithells  was  bound,  at  this  particular 
period,  to  store  his  cellars  with  any  particular  quantity  or  quality 
of  liquor.  Up  to  the  time  of  Henry  VII  the  Radcliffes  were  lords 
of  Smithells  ;  but  Joan,  the  daughter  and  sole  heir  of  Sir  Ralph  Radcliffe,  having  married 
Robert  Barton,  Esq.,  he  became  in  that  reign  seized  of  the  manor  and  lordship  of  Smithells, 
where  his  posterity  continued,  until  Grace,  sole  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Barton,  Esq., 
the  last  male  heir,  was  married  to  Henry,  eldest  son  of  Henry  first  Lord  Viscount  Fauconberg, 
whose  descendant,  Thomas,  in  1721,  sold  the  manor,  which  afterwards  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Byrons  of  Manchester,  by  whom  it  was  sold  for  21,000/.  to  Mr.  Ainsworth  of  Halliwell, 
an  opulent  bleacher,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Ainsworths  of  Pleasington. 

The  period  of  the  erection  of  the  mansion  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained  ;  a  date  (1360) 
affixed  above  one  of  the  gate- 
ways is  obviously  no  authority. 
The  rebus  of  a  tun,  crossed  by  a 
bar,  indicating,  it  is  said,  An- 
drew Barton,  the  famous  rover  of 
Henry  VI I. 's  reign,  may  pro- 
bably indicate  the  erection  of 
part  of  the  structure  early  in 
the  sixteenth  century.  The 
building  consists  of  "post  and 
plaster  work,"  black  and  white, 
with  bold  trefoils  and  quatrefoils. 
At  the  western  extremity  is  a  shaded  walk,  covered  with  ivy,  leading  to  the  principal  entrance. 
The  hall  is  tastefully  furnished  with  relics  of  the  olden  time — chairs  and  tables  coeval  with 
the  building — while  its  primitive  character  is  augmented  by  huge  baskets  of  yule-logs.  The 
leading  feature  of  the  house  is  the  magnificent  oak  dining-room,  erected  by  the  present 
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owner,  Peter  Ainsworth,  Esq.  M.P.,  in  admirable  keeping  with  the  aspect  of  the  edifice  in  its 
several  details. 

The  grateful  acknowledgments  of  all  antiquaries  are  due  to  Mr.  Ainsworth  for  the  zeal  he 
has  manifested  in  preserving  the  ancient  style  of  his  venerable  mansion  ;  the  delicate  care  he 
has  exhibited  in  preventing  the  destruction  of  even  the  least  important  "  bit "  that  may  be 
preserved  ;  and  the  judgment  he  has  exercised  in  effecting  restorations  and  repairs  in  perfect 
harmony.  This  feeling  is  especially  evidenced  by  the  manner  in  which  the  dining-room  has 
been  constructed.  It  was  rebuilt — an  exact  resemblance  of  its  former  state, — and  panelled 
with  the  old  oak,  the  workmanship  of  which  is  so  pure  as  to  bear  comparison  with  the  best 
existing  examples  in  the  kingdom. 

In  a  passage  near  the  door  of  the  old  dining-room,  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase  leading  to 
the  chapel,  is  a  natural  mark  in  the  stone-flag  resembling 
the  print  of  a  man  s  foot.  This  appearance  has  given  rise 
to  a  tradition  that  the  martyr,  George  Marsh,  when  brought 
before  Sir  Roger  Barton  for  examination  in  1555,  stamped 
with  his  foot  in  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  his  opinions, 
and  that  a  miraculous  impression  was  made  on  the  stone  as 
a  perpetual  memorial  of  the  injustice  of  his  enemies. 
George  Marsh  was  born  at  Dean,  two  miles  south-west  of 
Bolton.  In  the  persecuting  days  of  Mary  he  underwent 
his  first  examination  before  Sir  Roger  Barton  in  Smithells 
Hall,  from  whence  he  was  transferred  to  Latham,  previous 
to  his  final  committal  to  Lancaster  Castle. 

A  small  chamber  behind  the  chapel  contains  a  beautiful  latticed  window  of  large  size,  and 

here  tradition  states  the  early  martyrs  endured  much 
suffering.  The  chapel  has  been  fitted  up  in  good 
taste,  and  is  full  of  associations  with  remote  pe- 
riods. It  is  not  only  used  by  the  family  and  the 
household,  but,  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Ainsworth, 
is  open  to  all  in  the  neighbourhood  who  desire  to 
attend  divine  service  there. 

The  house,  it  will  be  seen  from  our  engraving, 
is  a  fine  example  of  a  class  of  architecture  of  which 
Lancashire  still  has  many  singular  and  interesting 
remains.  It  is  highly  picturesque ;  and,  notwithstanding  its  situation  in  the  centre  of  a 
manufacturing  district,  it  commands  extensive  and  very  beautiful  views  of  a  rich  and  pro- 
ductive valley. 

The  drawing  and  the  sketches  from  woodcut  illustrations  have  been  supplied  to  us  by- 
Mr.  J.  J.  Dodd,  an  excellent  artist  of  Manchester. 
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pec,  Speake, — or  Speke  Hall,  according  to  the  more  modern 
reading, — is  situate  about  seven  miles  from  Liverpool,  and 
nearly  the  same  distance  from  Prescot.  The  house  and  the 
estates  adjacent — after  passing  through  "  several  hands  " — 
are  now  the  property  of  Richard  Watt,  Esq.,  of  Bishop- 
Burton,  whose  uncle,  Richard  Watt,  Esq.,  merchant  of  Liver- 
pool, purchased  the  manor  from  the  Beauclerk  family.  The 
house  is,  however,  "  let,"  and  is  now  in  the  occupation  of 
Joseph  Brereton,  Esq.  The  history  of  the  mansion — pre- 
served as  it  is  from  a  very  early  period — is  curious  and 
interesting.  Speke,  according  to  Domesday  Book,  was  "held  by  Uctred,"  with  "two 
caracutes  of  land,"  and  was  "  worth  sixty-four  pence."  With  Uctred,  however,  it  did  not 
long  remain ;  for,  soon  afterwards,  we  find  it  given  by  Benedict  de  Gerneth  or  Garnet, 
with  Annota  his  daughter  and  heiress,  to  Adam  de  Molineux,  of  the  Sefton  branch  of  that 
very  noble  and  chivalric  family.  From  them  it  passed — by  marriage  with  Joan  Molineux, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Molineux,  Knt.,  of  Sefton — to  William  Norris,  Esq.,  of  Sutton. 
From  this  union  sprung  the  Lord  Norris,  of  Rycot,  and  the  founders  of  several  other 
noble  families  of  Lancashire  and  Berkshire.*    It  was  held  by  the  Norrises,  in  direct 


*  The  Norrises  had  long  been  a  family  of  note  in  Lanca- 
shire, and  held  lands  in  Blackrod,  Sutton,  &c.  The  family  of 
Bradshaw,  of  Bradshaw,  was  of  Saxon  origin,  and  seated  there 
before  the  conquest ;  after  that  event,  Sir  John  Bradshaw 
was  repossessed  of  his  estates  by  the  Conqueror,  which  went 
to  his  posterity  for  twenty-two  descents,  whereof  eleven  were 
lineally  knighted,  as  appears  by  ancient  charter,  and  other 
authentic  evidences.  A  full  account  of  the  marriages  may  be 
seen  in  Wotton's  Baronetage  (Edition  1769,  vol.  vi.,  fol.  14), 
down  to  Sir  William  Bradshaw,  second  son  of  Sir  John 
Bradshaw,  the  tenth  generation  from  Sir  John  Bradshaw  ; 
which  Sir  William  married  Mabel  daughter  of  Hugh 
Norreys,  or  Norris,  by  which  he  got  for  her  dowry,  as 
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sole  heir  of  her  father,  the  manors  of  Sutton,  Raynhill, 
Whiston,  Haghe,  Blackerode,  and  West  Leigh.  Haghe  and 
Blackrode  were  held  as  a  twelfth  part  of  a  knight's  fee.  There 
is  a  well-attested  story  of  Mab  and  Mab's  Cross.  She  was 
obliged  to  walk  bare-foot  and  bare-legged  once  a  week  from 
Haigh  to  near  Wigan,  to  expiate  the  sin  of  marrying  again  in 
her  husband's  absence,  when  she  thought  he  had  been  slain. 
This  Mab  was  Mabil  Norreys,  of  Blackrode.  A  portion  of  the 
Cross  is  still  to  be  seen  at  the  extremity  of  the  town  of  Wigan, 
on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road,  leading  from  Wigan  to 
Haigh  Hall,  now  the  residence  of  Earl  Balcarras. 

The  Norrises  of  Speke  and  Rycot  were  all  martial 
men.    They  held  their  estate  of  Speke  by  military  tenure, 
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descent,  until  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  when  it  was  inherited  by  Topham 
Beauclerk,  Esq.,  by  whose  son  it  was  transferred  to  Mr.  Watt. 

Speke  Hall  is  among  the  best  specimens  of  its  class  that  yet  endure  in  England.  It 
is  built  of  wood  and  plaster — the  material  employed  in  all  the  Lancashire  houses  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  It  was  formerly  surrounded  by  a  moat,  the  remains  of  which  are 
easily  traced,  although  long  ago  filled  up  by  gravelled  walks  and  flowering  shrubs 
in  rich  abundance.  A  stone  bridge,  with  high  piers,  leads  to  the  principal  front ;  and 
the  house  is  entered  through  a  picturesque  stone  porch,  immediately  over  which  is  the 
following  inscription,  in  black  letter  of  antique  shape : — 

C^is  tootfce  ttocntg  sariis  long  toas  tofjollg  fmtlt  eg  IB.  N.,  1598. 

The  annexed  woodcut  shows  the  Stone  Bridge  leading  to  the  entrance  arch,  from 
which  there  is  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  communicating  with  the 
moat ;  there  appears  formerly 
to  have  been  a  terrace  walk  on 
this  side  of  the  house,  the  situ- 
ation of  which  is  shown  by  the 
figure  looking  over  the  wall. 
The  pinnacles  and  ornaments 
from  the  Gables  on  this  side 
of  the  building  are  quite  gone, 
the  only  ornament  now  re- 
maining is  the  string  course 
round  the  whole  building 
which  still  remains  in  good  preservation  ;  and  the  window  over  the  arch  has  some  bold 
mouldings,  it  occupies  the  space  below  the  second  gable  in  the  woodcut.  A  large  room 
in  the  further  Gable,  now  used  as  a  Laundry,  is  said  to  have  formerly  been  the  Chapel : 
we  may  imagine  this  to  have  been  the  case  by  the  window,  which  is  different  in  size  and 
shape  from  the  others.  On  the  right  of  the  arch  is  a  doorway  leading  to  the  moat  by  the 
flight  of  stone  steps,  also  to  the  terrace-walk  before  mentioned,  which  is  only  continued 
on  one  side  of  the  building.  On  each  side  of  this  doorway  is  a  large  stone  seat,  one  of 
which  is  shown  in  the  woodcut.    The  arch  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of  small 


which  they  imposed  upon  their  tenantry.  The  Norrises 
acquired  great  honours  in  foreign  service,  in  which  they 
were  so  much  engaged  as  to  be  unfrequent  attendants  at 
court.  A  part  of  the  dehateable  lands  at  Bromfield,  in  Wales, 
was  granted  to  this  family.  Sir  John  Norris  was  a  most 
accomplished  General  about  1577,  equally  valiant  and  skilful 
in  a  charge  as  a  retreat.  On  one  memorable  occasion,  he 
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effected  a  retreat  with  a  handful  of  Englishmen,  which  gained 
him  more  honour  than  a  victory  could  have  conferred.  He 
was  sent  to  Ireland,  as  a  commander,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ; 
but  not  being  properly  supported  by  the  Government,  or 
owing  perhaps  to  the  animosity  of  party  spirit,  he  did  not 
succeed  in  his  mission,  and  died  anno  1597. 


if 
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mouldings,  which,  commencing  at  one  base,  is  continued  through  the  impost  and 
architrave  to  the  base  opposite. 

Two  large  oak  doors  open  from  the  porch  into  an  inner  court  of  an  oblong  form,  in 
length  about  twenty-four  yards,  and  in  breadth 
about  seventeen.  Two  enormous  and  very 
venerable  yew-trees  still  flourish  here — now 
only  picturesque  ornaments  in  keeping  with 
the  solemn  character  of  the  structure ;  but  in 
ancient  times,  no  doubt,  they  answered  the 
purpose  of  equipping  many  a  stout  English 
bowman,  and  may  have  aided  the  victors  of 
Crecy  and  Poictiers.  The  principal  windows 
of  the  mansion  look  into  this  court ;  several  of 
them  yet  retain  their  costly  ornaments,  and 
everywhere  there  is  to  be  found  some  indica- 
tion that  wealth  and  taste  were  lavishly  ex- 
pended in  decorating  the  noble  and  beautiful 
structure. 

Passing  down  the  principal  lobby,  we  enter 
the  Great  Hall  on  the  right.  It  is  very  lofty  ; 
a  fine  oak  wainscoting  reaches  from  the  floor 

to  the  ceiling,  which  is  of  oak  also,  crossed  by  large  beams,  deeply  moulded,  forming- 
squares,  which  are  again  crossed,  diagonally,  by  small  moulded  ribs.    The  large  Bay 

Window,  as  we  have  noted, 
looks  into  the  court-yard.  The 
huge  Chimney-piece,  which 
seems  to  be  of  a  much  later 
date  than  the  Hall,  contains  a 
singular  mass  of  strange  forms; 
its  peculiarities  are  shown  in 
the  drawing,  for  which,  and 
the  other  illustrations  of  this 
fine  old  mansion,  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  J.  J.  Dodd,  an 
excellent  artist,  of  Manchester. 
The  drawing  introduces  the 
Bay  Window  and  a  projecting 
doorway  leading  to  the  drawing-room ;  it  exhibits,  too,  the  fine  wainscoting,  which  is 
divided  perpendicularly  and  horizontally  into  panels  of  various  sizes  ;  above  the  eye  is  a 
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row  of  twelve  panels,  bearing  shields  or  scrolls,  similar  to  achievement  shields,  of 
Gothic  shapes,  on  each  of  which  is  carved  a  head,  supposed  to  represent  one  of  the 
twelve  Caesars.  Of  this  wainscot  Seacome,  in  his  "  History  of  the  House  of  Stanley," 
says,  "And  here  justice  as  well  as  respect  to  the  ancient  and  worthy  house,  Norris  of 
Speke,  calls  upon  me  to  acquaint  the  reader  with  the  bravery  of  Sir  Edward  Norris,  son 
of  Sir  William,  who  was  slain  at  the  battle  of  Musselburrow,  in  the  time  of  Henry  VII. 
This  valiant  and  heroic  gentleman,  Sir  Edward  Norris,  commanded  a  body  of  the 
army,  under  General  Stanley,  at  Flodden  Field,  where  he  behaved  with  so  much 
courage  and  good  conduct,  that  he  was  honoured  by  the  King  his  master  with  a 
congratulatory  letter,  for  his  good  services  on  the  victory  of  that  day,  in  token  whereof 
he  brought  from  the  deceased  King  of  Scots'  palace  all  or  most  of  his  princely  library ; 
and  he  also  brought  from  the  said  palace  the  wainscot  of  the  King's  Hall,  and  put  it 
up  in  his  own  hall  of  Speke,  wherein  are  seen  all  the  orders  of  architecture,  and  round 
the  top  of  it  this  inscription"  (broken  by  the  projections  and  ornaments)  :  — 

£lepe :  not :  till :  u  fjanjc :  ronsctert 

fjoto :  Ujouj  :  fjast :  ^pent :  g  tiaj? :  past 

if :  ttjou :  {jabe :  tod  I         fcon :  ttianfc  :  ©oti  tf 
otijcr :     tongs,  xt     pent,  ge* 

The  Door-case  between  the  great  hall  and  large  Drawing-room  projects  into  the 
former,  and  is  richly  ornamented  with  a  coat  of  arms  and  supporters.    In  the  windows 


*  The  question  whether  the  wainscoting  at  Speke  did  or 
not  originally  come  from  Scotland,  appears  to  have  given  rise 
to  some  discussion  ;  and  is  unquestionably  a  matter  of  deep 
interest  to  antiquarians.  Not  long  ago,  Robert  Whatton, 
Esq.,  F.S.A.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  took 
some  pains  to  investigate  its  history,  in  order  to  assist  the 
Scottish  Society  of  Antiquaries,  who  had  organised  a  com- 
mittee with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
any  proof  to  sustain  the  tradition. 

It  appears  Mr.  Whatton  could  meet  with  no  intelligence 
prior  to  1767.  "  Seacome,"  in  his  History  of  the  House  of 
Stanley,  page  40,  refers  to  it  ;  also  "  Enfield,"  in  his  History 
of  Liverpool,  4to,  1774,  page  115.  These  accounts  have  been 
copied  by  Gough,  in  his  edition  of  Camden,  and  every  subse- 
quent writer. 

The  very  splendid  and  highly-finished  specimen  of  the 
carved  oak  wainscot,  common  to  the  counties  of  Lancaster  and 
Chester,  is  erected  against  the  north  wall  of  the  room,  and  is 
divided  perpendicularly  from  the  ceiling,  two-thirds  of  its 
extent  downwards,  into  eight  compartments,  these  compart- 
ments being  again  subdivided  horizontally  into  five  rows  of 
panels  ;  a  space  corresponding  with  the  width  of  two  of  the 
compartments,  on  the  right  hand,  with  the  exception  of  the 
uppermost  panels,  is  occupied  by  the  door-case,  which  pro- 
jects into  the  room.  That  part  of  the  wainscot  which  is 
usually  allotted  to  the  frieze  or  cornice,  is  here  formed  into  a 
projecting  head,  extending  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
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works  in  a  line  with  the  ceiling  of  the  room,  to  which  it  is 
attached  and  secured  by  nine  supporters,  correspondent  with 
the  columns  below. 

The  columns  which  divide  the  wainscot  into  compartments 
rise  from  square  ornamental  pedestals  ;  the  shafts  are  fluted  in 
two  divisions,  having  capitals  with  volutes  and  rows  of 
foliage,  and  supporting  scrolls  with  massive  square  heads, 
increasing  in  diameter  upwards,  and  reaching  to  the  bottom  of 
the  first  row  of  panels. 

The  columns  of  the  door-case  are  similar  to  those  on  the 
wainscot,  except  that  the  shafts  are  ornamented  in  zigzag 
instead  of  fluting  ;  in  the  centre,  over  this  door,  is  a  shield 
with  the  arms  of  Norris,  quartering  Harrington,  and  Molyneux, 
and  others  we  cannot  decipher. 

With  respect  to  the  origin  of  this  fine  and  beautiful  work, 
there  seems  to  be  no  evidence  to  support  the  current  tradition 
of  its  having  been  originally  Scottish.  Mr.  Whatton  is  of 
opinion,  not  only  that  it  never  came  from  Scotland,  but  that  it 
was  of  neighbouring  manufacture ;  and  was  executed  for 
Edward  Norris  in  1598  (40th  of  Elizabeth),  and  not  brought 
thither  by  his  great  uncle,  Sir  Edward,  who  fought  at  Flod- 
den ;  but  the  probability  is,  that  some  relics  brought  from 
Scotland  had  been  set  up  at  Speke  previous  to  the  erection  of 
the  present  Manor  Hall  in  1598  ;  and  as  these  would  no  doubt 
be  transferred  to  the  new  building,  it  might  have  happened  in 
the  course  of  time,  that  what  was  strictly  applicable  to  a  part 
may  have  been  ascribed  to  the  whole. 
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there  are  still  to  be  seen  many  arms  painted  on  the  glass,  which  add  greatly  to  the 
imposing  effect  of  the  room.  A  seat  or  bench,  with  a  rest  for  the  feet,  is  continued, 
not  only  in  the  recess  of  the  bow  and  bay  windows,  but  all  round  the  apartment. 

Crossing  the  hall,  a  passage  leading  from  the  projecting  doorway  brings  us  to 
the  staircase  on  the  right,  opposite  to  which  is  the  entrance  to  the  great  parlour 
or  drawing-room,  on  the  door  frieze  of  which  is  the  following  inscription,  in  similar 
characters  to  those  in  the  Great  Hall : — 

&fje :  Stregijtest :  <§ob :  to :  lobe :  scrbe : 

g£f : 

toage :  to :  fjeabm :  abobe :  all :  tfjgng 

While  the  Great  Hall  has  been  renovated  and  repaired  with  considerable  taste 
and  skill,  the  Drawing-room  has  been  grievously  neglected,  until  it  has  become  a 
complete  ruin.  The  floor  has  been  entirely  removed ;  every  window  is  boarded  up, 
mouldings  from  the  oak  wainscot  are  crumbling  and  falling  down  on  every  side,  and 
it  is  not  till  we  have  remained  in  the  room  some  time,  and  the  eye  is  accustomed  to  the 
darkness,  that  we  discern  the  elaborately  enriched  ceiling,  which  consists  of  fifteen 
square  compartments,  being  divided  by  four  beams  horizontally,  having  the  corners 
splayed  off;  they  are  of  plaster,  ornamented  with  a  running  stem  of  the  hop-plant, 
skilfully  continued  throughout. 

The  ceiling  of  the  Bay  Window  is  also 
ornamented,  but  in  a  different  style,  being- 
panelled  with  scrolls  and  ogee  lines,  and 
having  in  the  centre  an  angel,  apparently 
rising  into  the  clouds  ;  the  seats  and  panelling 
from  this  window  are  gone,  and  the  space  is 
filled  with  broken  panels,  mouldings,  and 
"  firewood ; "  the  wind  and  rain  force  their 
way  between  the  pieces  of  board  which  stand 
in  the  stead  of  glass ;  and  the  ivy  has  in 
many  places  forced  itself  through  from  the  outside.  This  Bay  Window,  with  a  square 
window  of  six  lights  close  to  it,  looks  into  the  moat.  This  side  of  the  house  has  been 
quite  neglected :  windows  are  partially  boarded  up,  and  it  is  difficult  to  trace  any 
architectural  features,  except  the  two  fine  Chimneys ;  all  else  is  a  complete  wreck, 
exhibiting  grievous  proof  of  the  want  of  taste  and  right  feeling  in  the  present  owner. 
The  Chimneys  here  are  stone,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  building  is  of  wood ;  a  few 
bricks  have  been  introduced,  but  only  because  they  were  absolutely  necessary  to  support 
the  tottering  woodwork  from  the  ruin  that  follows  neglect.  Another  window,  at  the  end, 
looked  into  the-  garden,  into  which  there  was  also  a  communication  through  an  arched 
doorway — shown  in  the  garden  front  view — having  the  initials  carved  on  it.    The  whole 
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of  the  drawing-room  is  of  oak,  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling ;  the  panels  at  the  top  of 
the  end  adjoining  the  Great  Hall  are  pierced  with  stars  and  circles  of  different  kinds 
in  two  rows ;  intended  doubtless  to  destroy  the  dull  uniformity  which  must  have  been 
otherwise  exhibited  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  panels  broken  only  by  two  doorways. 

It  only  remains  to  notice  the  Carved  Oak  Chimney-piece  in  this  room,  with  which 
time  has  not  yet  made  so  much  havoc  as  it  has  with  the  ceiling.  From  the  carved 
figures  and  inscriptions  on  the  frieze,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  representing  a 
pedigree  of  the  Norris  family  for  three  generations.  It  consists  of  three  principal 
compartments,  separated  by  pairs  of  square  columns,  having  their  interstices  occupied 
by  beautiful  arabesque  foliage 
of  different  patterns,  the  whole 
resting  on  a  base  corresponding 
with  the  extent  of  the  fire- 
place, and  finished  with  carv- 
ings of  a  similar  kind  to 
those  filling  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  columns.  An  in- 
scription formerly  ran  along 
the  cornice,  explanatory  of  the 
figures  in  the  different  com- 
partments, but  it  is  entirely 
gone :  the  remainder  is  in  a 
fair  state  of  preservation,  and 
is  a  good  specimen  of  the  class  introduced  into  England,  when  the  Italian  became 
mixed  with  our  English  classic  in  domestic  architecture. 

The  ancient  Hall  of  Speke  supplies  a  highly  interesting  example  of  the  architecture 
of  the  period.  Although  time  has  made  sad  havoc  among  its  beauties  and  peculiarities, 
and  it  has  been  shamefully  neglected  by  those  who  should  have  cherished  the  old  House, 
as  "  the  apple  of  an  eye,"  its  leading  outlines  still  exist  unimpaired ;  the  arrangements 
of  the  several  apartments  may  be  distinctly  traced  ;  and  if  by  some  fortunate  event  it 
should  happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  parties  capable  of  estimating  its  worth,  its 
restoration  might  be  so  effected  as  to  exhibit  a  perfect  mansion  of  the  16th  century. 

Most  auspiciously  situated  in  the  midst  of  rich  and  lovely  scenery,  surrounded  by 
venerable  trees,  many  of  them  coeval  with  the  building,  it  would  seem  as  if  all  the 
moral,  social,  and  physical  wants  of  the  owner  might  be  supplied  by  means  ready  at  his 
hands.  Alas  !  that  there  is  no  manorial  lord  to  estimate  the  value  of  rare  gifts  of  nature 
and  fortune  beyond  the  actual  profit  the  venerable  walls  can  be  made  to  yield. 
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olland  House  stands  upon  rising  ground,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the 
high-road  which  leads  from  Kensington  to  Hammersmith.*  It  is  in- 
teresting to  all  passers-by,  as  affording  a  correct  idea  of  the  baronial 
mansions  peculiar  to  the  age  of  James  I. ;  and,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  metropolis,  its  examination  is  easy  to  thousands  who  rarely  obtain 
opportunities  of  viewing  the  "  old  houses,"  with  which  are  associated 
the  records  and  pictures  of  English  hospitality  as  it  existed  in  the 
olden  time.  Although  modern  dwellings  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  have  grown  up  about  it, 
the  house  retains  so  much  of  its  primitive  character — its  green  meadows,  sloping  lanes,  and 
umbrageous  woods,  in  which  still  sings  the  nightingale ;  with  gables  and  chimneys  bear- 
ing tokens  of  a  date  two  centuries  back  —  that  few  traverse  the  highway  without  a  word 
of  comment,  and  a  sensation  of  pleasure,  that  neither  time  nor  caprice  have  yet  operated 


*  Holland  House  is  the  manor-house  of  Abbots  Kensing- 
ton. "  In  Domesday  Book  (our  extract  is  from  Lysons)  the 
place  is  called  Chenisitun,  in  other  ancient  records  Kenesitune 
and  Kensintune.  Chenesi  is  a  proper  name;  a  person  so 
named  held  the  manor  of  Huish  in  Somersetshire,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  Kensington  manor,  which 
had  been  the  property  of  Edward,  a  thane  of  King  Edward's, 
was  granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  Geoffrey,  bishop  of  Con- 
stance, Chief  Justiciary  of  England,  under  whom  it  was 
holden  (when  the  survey  of  Domesday  was  taken)  by  Alberic 
or  Aubrey  de  Vere,  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  Oxford.  The 
manor,"  says  the  Survey,  "  is  taxed  at  10  hides,  and  contains 
10  caracutes;  on  the  demesnes  are  four  ploughs,  the  villans 
have  five,  and  might  employ  six.  There  are  12  villans, 
holding  each  a  virgate,  and  G  who  hold  3  virgates  jointly. 
The  priest  has  half  a  virgate,  and  there  are  seven  slaves, 
meadow  equal  to  two  plough  lands,  pasture  for  the  cattle  of 
the  town,  pannage  for  200  hogs  and  three  acres  of  vineyards, 
valued  altogether  at  \0l. — in  King  Edward's  time  at  the  same. 
The  manor  was  afterwards  the  absolute  property  of  the  Vere 
family,  and  was  held  by  them  in  capite  for  several  generations, 
being  parcel  of  their  barony  by  virtue  of  their  office  of  High 
Chamberlain.    [In  1264,  on  the  death  of  Hugh  de  Vere,  the 
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demesne  was  valued  at  4d.  an  acre,  and  the  meadow-land  at 
3d. ;  a  dovehouse  at  3s.,  a  court  and  vineyard  3s.,  fishpond 
and  moat  2s.  In  1296  the  whole  value  of  the  manor  was 
19Z.  13s.  6^d.  In  1331  it  was  somewhat  less.]  Aubrey  de 
Vere,  grand  justiciary  of  England,  was  created  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford by  the  Empress  Maud,  and  afterwards  confirmed  in  that 
title  by  Henry  II.  Upon  the  attainder  of  John,  the  twelfth 
earl,  who  was  beheaded  in  1461  for  his  adherence  to  the 
house  of  Lancaster,  the  manor  was  seized  by  the  crown  and 
given  to  Richard,  duke  of  Gloucester.  It  came  afterwards 
into  the  hands  of  William,  marquis  of  Berkley,  who  gave  it 
to  Sir  Reginald  Bray.  John,  earl  of  Oxford,  son  of  the  at- 
tainted earl,  having  been  restored  to  his  honours,  recovered 
(probably  by  purchase)  the  ancient  inheritance  of  his  ances- 
tors, and  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1509,  left  it  to  John,  his 
nephew,  the  next  heir  to  the  title.  Subsequently  it  passed  to 
Sir  Walter  Cope,  and  from  him  to  Henry  Rich,  earl  of  Hol- 
land, to  whose  descendant  maternally,  Lord  Kensington,  it 
now  belongs.  In  1776  the  only  surviving  son  of  Francis 
Edwardes,  Esq.,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert 
Rich,  earl  of  Warwick  and  Holland,  was  created  an  Irish  peer 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Kensington." 
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to  remove  it  from  its  place,  or  even  to  impair  its  imposing  and  impressive  features.  It  is 
almost  alone  in  its  "  old  grandeur,"  in  a  vicinity  at  one  period  crowded  with  ancient  houses ; 
the  baronial  halls  have,  with  this  exception,  that  of  Campden  House,*  adjacent,  and  Ken- 
sington Palace,  a  comparatively  recent  structure,  been  removed,  to  make  way  for  "  detached 
villas  "  and  streets  of  narrow  dwellings ;  and  there  are  many  sad  surmises  that,  ere  long,  the 
park,  and  gardens,  and  venerable  mansion,  will  be  also  displaced,  to  supply  building-ground 
for  speculators  in  brick  and  mortar.  This  will  be  a  grievous  outrage  on  taste,  and  a  sore 
mortification  to  the  antiquary,  and  be  another  terrible  inroad  on  the  picturesque  in  a  district 
which,  within  living  memory,  was  as  primitive  in  character  as  if  London  had  been  distant  a 
hundred  miles. 

The  approach  to  Holland  House  is  by  an  avenue  of  venerable  elms ;  the  entrance-gates 
are  examples  of  wrought  iron,  remarkably  elegant  in  design  and  fine  in  execution.  Within 
the  demesne,  small  although  it  be,  all  sense  is  lost  of  proximity  to  a  great  city  :  the  close 
foliage  completely  shuts  out  the  view  of  surrounding  houses,  and  the  birds  are  singing  among 
the  branches,  as  if  enjoying  the  freedom  of  the  forest.  Yet  Holland  House  is  now  enclosed 
on  all  sides — north,  south,  east,  and  west — by  brick  houses  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  upon 
which  it  seems  to  look  down,  from  its  elevated  position,  with  supreme  contempt  for  the 
convenient  "  whimsies  "  of  modern  architects. 

Before  we  conduct  the  reader  about  the  grounds  and  into  the  mansion,  it  will  be  well  to 
give  some  history  of  the  several  personages  through  whose  hands  they  have  passed.  As  we 
have  shewn  in  a  note,  the  manor,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  became  the  property  of 
Sir  Walter  Cope,  a  knight  who  became  high  in  favour  with  her  successor,  James  L,  and  who 
obtained,  partly  by  grant  and  partly  by  purchase,  considerable  possessions  in  and  around 
Kensington.  By  him  the  house,  subsequently  called  "  Holland  House,"  was  built.  His 
daughter,  Isabella,  having  married  Sir  Henry  Rich,  the  second  son  of  Robert  Rich,  first 
Earl  of  W7arwick,  this  Sir  Robert  inherited  the  estates  in  right  of  his  wife ;  in  1622  he  was 
created  Baron  Kensington ;  and  in  the  22d  James  I.  was  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  Earl  of 
Holland,  and  installed  a  Knight  of  the  Garter.  Having  taken  part  with  the  king  during 
the  civil  wars,  he  was  tried  by  the  Parliament,  condemned  to  death,  and  beheaded  on  the  9th 
of  March,  1649-t    His  lady  was,  however,  permitted  to  return  to  Holland  House,  where 


*  Campden  House,  now  a  ladies'  school,  was  built  about 
the  year  1612,  by  Sir  Baptist  Hickes,  an  eminent  citizen  of 
London,  afterwards  Viscount  Campden.  In  1691,  it  was  the 
residence  of  Anne,  then  Princess  of  Denmark,  who  lived  here 
for  about  four  years  with  ber  son,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
who,  unhappily,  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Here,  it  is 
said,  a  regiment  of  boys  about  his  own  age  was  formed  for 
his  amusement,  "  with  whom  he  sported  in  military  evolu- 
tions." The  house  has  undergone  many  alterations,  but 
retains  many  of  its  original  features.  The  palace  of  Ken- 
sington was  chief!}'  built  by  William  HI.,  but  "  considerably 
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enlarged  and  altered  by  succeeding  monarchs."  Until  his 
death,  it  was  the  residence  of  his  late  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Sussex. 

f  Clarendon,  in  his  "  History  of  the  Rebellion,"  has  drawn 
the  character  of  this  peer :  — "  He  was  a  very  handsome  man, 
of  a  lovely  and  winning  presence,  and  genteel  conversation, 
by  which  he  got  so  easy  an  admission  into  the  Court  of  King 
James,"  that  he  abandoned  the  life  he  had  previously  led — 
that  of  a  soldier.  The  favour  of  James  was  continued  to  him 
by  his  successor,  Charles  I.;  and  "whilst  the  weather  was 
fair,  he  continued  to  nourish  above  any  man  about  the  court : 
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she  brought  up  her  family,  and  where  she  was  succeeded  by  her  son,  Robert,  the  second 
earl,  who,  in  1673,  became  also  Earl  of  Warwick,  by  the  death  of  Charles,  the  fourth  earl. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  the  third  earl,  who  married  Charlotte,  only  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Middleton  of  Chirk  Castle,  Denbighshire,  who  survived,  and  subsequently  took 
for  her  second  husband,  in  1716,  the  renowned  Joseph  Addison;  "but,"  writes  Dr.  Johnson, 
"  Holland  House,  although  a  large  house,  could  not  contain  Mr.  Addison,  the  Countess  of 
Warwick,  and  one  guest  —  Peace:"  they  lived  on  ill  terms,  which  probably  hastened  the 
death  of  Addison;  an  event  which  took  place  in  the  mansion  on  the  17th  of  June,  1719.* 
Edward  Henry,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Holland,  dying  unmarried,  his  cousin,  Edward,  succeeded 
as  fifth  earl ;  but  he  dying  without  issue,  in  1759,  his  honours  and  titles  became  extinct ; 
but  the  family  estates  were  inherited  by  William  Edwardes,  Esq.,  son  of  the  sister  of  Edward, 
the  third  earl,  created  Baron  Kensington  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  in  1776.  Holland 
House  came  into  the  possession  of  the  family  to  whom  it  now  belongs  (the  family  of  Fox), 
first  about  the  year  I762,  when  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Fox,  Secretary  of  State  (soon 
afterwards  created  Lord  Holland),  became  a  tenant  of  the  mansion,  which  he  subsequently 
purchased,  together  with  the  manor,  from  Mr.  Edwardes.  Here  the  first  Lord  Holland 
resided  until  his  death  in  I774,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Stephen,  the  second  peer,t 
who  died  the  year  following,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Richard  Vassal ;  during  whose 
long  minority  the  house  was  let  to  the  Earl  of  Roseberry  and  Mr.  Bearcroft.  On  his  death 
in  1840,  he  was  succeeded  by  the  present  peer,  Henry  Edward  Fox,  the  fourth  Lord  Holland. 

During  the  lifetime  of  the  late  peer,  Holland  House  obtained  a  certain  degree  of  fame  as 
the  occasional  rendezvous  of  the  wits  of  the  age  ;  and  the  fetes  at  which  they  were  assembled 
furnished  brilliant  themes  for  the  exercise  of  poetical  talent ;  but  the  records  of  genius 


but  the  storm  did  no  sooner  arise,  but  he  changed  so  much, 
and  declined  so  fast  from  the  honour  he  was  thought  to  be 
master  of,"  that  he  grew  distrusted  by  the  two  State  parties, 
and  alternately  deserted  and  betrayed  both.  Ultimately, 
however,  he  took  part  with  the  king,  was  taken  prisoner  at  a 
skirmish  near  Kingston,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  death  :  "  the 
house  being  divided  upon  the  question,  whether  he  should  be 
reprieved  or  not,  and  the  Speaker  giving  the  casting  vote 
against  him."  "Thus,"  says  Lord  Orford,  "perished  the  once 
gay,  beautiful,  and  gallant  Earl  of  Holland,  whom  neither 
the  honours  showered  upon  him  by  his  prince,  nor  his  former 
more  tender  connexion  with  the  queen,  could  preserve  from 
betraying  and  engaging  against  both.  On  the  scaffold  he 
appeared  sunk  beneath  the  indignation  and  cruelty  he  received 
from  men,  to  whom  and  from  whom  he  had  deserted." 

*  The  death  of  Addison  is  thus  touchingly  described  by 
Dr.  Young :  — "  After  a  long  and  manly,  but  vain  struggle, 
with  his  distemper,  he  dismissed  his  physicians,  and  with  them 
all  hopes  of  life;  but  with  his  hopes  of  life,  he  dismissed  not 
his  concern  for  the  living,  but  sent  for  a  youth  nearly  related. 
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and  finely  accomplished  (the  young  Earl  of  Warwick),  yet 
not  above  being  the  better  for  good  impressions  from  a  dying 
friend.  He  came,  but  life  now  glimmering  in  the  socket,  the 
dying  friend  was  silent :  after  a  decent  and  proper  pause,  the 
youth  said,  'Dear  sir,  you  sent  for  me;  I  believe  and  I  hope 
that  you  have  some  commands;  I  shall  hold  them  most 
sacred.'  Forcibly  grasping  the  youth's  hand,  he  softly  said, 
'  See  in  what  peace  a  Christian  can  die.'  He  spoke  with  diffi- 
culty, and  soon  expired."  Dr.  Johnson  states  that  "  Addison 
had  been  tutor  to  the  young  Earl,  and  anxiously,  but  in  vain, 
endeavoured  to  check  the  licentiousness  of  his  manners.  As 
a  last  effort,  he  requested  him  to  come  into  his  room  when  he 
lay  at  the  point  of  death,  hoping  that  the  solemnity  of  the 
scene  might  work  upon  his  feelings.  When  his  pupil  came 
to  receive  his  last  commands,  he  told  him  that  he  had  sent  for 
him  to  see  how  a  christian  could  die." 

f  The  second  son  of  the  first,  and  brother  of  the  second. 
Lord  Holland,  was  Charles  James  Fox,  much  of  whose  early 
life  was  passed  at  Holland  House. 
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there  fostered  and  encouraged  are  singularly  few.  The  historian,  the  poet,  the  artist,  and 
the  man  of  science,  became  guests  in  the  mansion  when  they  had  acquired  fame,  but  those 
who  were  achieving  greatness,  and  stood  in  need  of  "patronage,"  were  not  permitted  to  share 
its  enjoyments  and  advantages. 

The  grounds  and  gardens  of  Holland  House  have  been  skilfully  and  tastefully  laid  out ; 
the  trees  are  remarkably  fine,  and  give  a  character  of  delicious  solitude  to  the  place,  keeping 
away  all  thought  of  the  vast  city,  the  distant  hum  of  which  is  at  all  times  audible ;  and, 
although  "prospects  fresh  and  fair"  are  in  a  great  degree  shut  out,  imagination  may  easily 
follow  the  steps  of  Addison  into  this  calm  retreat,  and  quote  the  lines  of  Tickell  on  the  poet's 
death,  as  applicable  to  the  present  day  as  they  were  to  a  century  back :  — 

"  Thou  hill,  whose  brow  the  antique  structures  grace, 
Rear'd  by  bold  chiefs  of  Warwick's  noble  race; 
Why,  scene  so  lov'd  !  where'er  thy  bower  appears, 
O'er  my  dim  eyeballs  glance  the  sudden  tears  ? 
How  sweet  were  once  thy  prospects  fresh  and  fair, 
Thy  sloping  walks,  and  unpolluted  air ! 
How  sweet  the  gloom  beneath  thy  aged  trees, 
Thy  noontide  shadow,  and  thy  evening  breeze ; 
His  image  thy  forsaken  bowers  restore, 
Thy  walks  and  airy  prospects  charm  no  more. 
No  more  the  summer  in  thy  glooms  allay' d, 
Thy  evening  breezes  and  thy  noon-day  shade  !" 

The  prospect,  however,  notwithstanding  the  multiplicity  of  houses  by  which  the  grounds 
are  surrounded,  is  not  all  destroyed ;  vistas  are  here  and  there  formed  between  the  trees, 
which  command  extensive  views ;  and  garden  -  seats  still  exist,  to  wile  the  visitor  into 
"  shady  places,"  where  the  hill  of  Harrow  and  other  striking  objects  are  seen  in  the  dis- 
tance, while  the  surrounding  shadow  enhances  the  value  of  the  bright  scene  beyond :  — 

"  For  loftie  trees,  y'clad  with  summer's  pride, 
Did  spread  so  broad,  that  heaven's  light  did  hide, 

Not  pierceable  with  power  of  any  starre ; 
And  all  within  are  paths  and  alleies  wide, 

With  footinge  worne,  and  leading  inward  farre." 

But  judgment,  tastefully  exercised,  has  made  many  openings  among  those  thick  woods; 
and  those  who  wander  among  them  enjoy  the  feelings  of  entire  solitude  —  a  feeling  augmented 
if  the  time  be  evening ;  for,  as  we  have  intimated,  although  scarcely  two  miles  distant  from 
the  heart  of  London,  here  the  nightingale 

"  Supplies  the  night  with  mournful  strains, 
And  melancholy  music  fills  the  plains." 
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The  beautiful  gates  which  open  upon  the  avenue  that  leads  to  the  principal  entrance  to  the 
mansion  are  pictured  in  the  appended  woodcut ;  they  were  brought  from  Belgium  by  the  late 
Lord  Holland,  and  placed 
in  their  present  position 
about  twelve  years  ago ; 
they  are  of  wrought  iron, 
and  are  considerably  im- 
paired by  time.  Recently 
they  have  been  repainted, 
and  picked  out  with  gold ; 
and  they  now  make  a  gay 
appearance  ;  they  are,  how- 
ever, of  a  much  later  date 
than  the  venerable  struc- 
ture, with  which  they  would 
be  out  of  "keeping,"  but 
that  they  are  separated  from 
it  by  considerable  space — 
a  long  avenue  of  ancient 
and  finely  grown  elm-trees, 
which  shadow  the  broad 
path  that  conducts  to  the 
house.  The  immediate  en- 
trance is  between  two  piers 
of  Portland  stone,  designed 
by  Inigo  Jones,  and  "executed  by  Nicholas  Stone  in  16^9,  for  which  he  was  paid  100/.;" 
they  have  no  peculiar  merit,  but  serve  the  purpose  of  supporting  "the  arms  of  Rich 
quartering  Bouldry,  and  impaling  Cope."  The  pleasure-grounds  are  behind  the  house, 
"falling  abruptly  to  the  north-east :"  they  were  laid  out  by  Mr.  Hamilton  in  I769.  Scattered 
in  various  parts  are  memorials  to  some  of  the  personal  friends  of  the  late  Lord  Holland  : 
among  others,  the  author  of  "  The  Pleasures  of  Memory"  is  honoured  by  this  poor  couplet : — 

"  Here  Rogers  sat,  and  here  for  ever  dwell 
To  me  those  pleasures  that  he  sings  so  well." 

Some  lines,  scarcely  better,  have  been  appended  by  Henry  Luttrell,  Esq. ;  but  the  genius 
of  the  place  has  essayed  a  flight  no  higher  than  that  which  might  grace  a  school-girl's  album. 
Nature  has  done  more  for  the  domain  than  art ;  from  various  points,  fine  views  are  obtained 
of  the  country  that  surrounds  London  ;  and  although,  of  late  years,  they  have  been  sadly 
narrowed  by  "endless  piles  of  brick,"  when  Tickell  wrote  his  lines  on  the  death  of  Addison, 
no  doubt  they  were  "  Fresh  and  Fair." 
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Considerable  alterations  internally  were  made  to  the  building  by  Inigo  Jones.  The 
entrance-hall,  the  two  staircases,  and  the  parlour  leading  out  of  the  principal  staircase,  are 
the  only  parts  of  the  mansion  on  the  ground-floor  that  still  retain  their  original  character.  On 
the  first  floor,  beside  the  Gilt  Room,  is  a  noble  long  gallery,  now  the  library,  and  the  late 
Lady  Holland's  drawing-room  or  boudoir.  All  these  rooms  preserve  their  ancient  decorations, 
and  are  in  the  purest  taste  and  the  most  costly  style  of  execution. 

"  The  Gilt  Room,"  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  appended  print,  is  approached  from 
the  entrance-hall  by  a  richly  ornamented  oak  staircase.  From  the  style  of  the  details  it 
would  appear  that  it  was  the  work  of  John  Thorpe,  and  that  the  painted  decorations  were  the 
produce  of  Francis  (or  Francesco)  Cleyn,  a  favourite  artist  of  the  time,  who  was  employed 
largely  by  the  kings  James  I.  and  Charles  I.,  from  whom  he  derived  an  annuity  of  100/., 
settled  on  him  during  his  natural  life,  and  which  he  enjoyed  till  the  Civil  War.  The 
ceiling  of  the  room  was  originally  painted  by  him  in  the  same  style  as  the  other  portions  of 
the  apartment ;  being  out  of  repair  during  the  minority  of  his  late  lordship,  it  was  removed, 
and  a  plain  one  put  up  in  its  stead.  In  the  view  here  given,  Mr.  Richardson  has  supplied  it 
from  such  fragments  and  sketches  as  were  obtainable  several  years  ago. 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  its  painted  ceiling,  the  room 
presents  an  appearance  of  elaborate  magnificence,  and  of  unique 
singularity  —  carrying  us  back  at  once  to  that  luxurious  period, 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  The  paintings,  the 
figures  over  the  fireplaces,  deserve  great  praise,  although  we 
cannot  entirely  coincide  with  Horace  Walpole,  who  declares  (in 
his  life  of  Cleyn)  that  they  are  not  unworthy  of  Parmigiano. 
The  paintings — such  as  remain  over  the  fireplaces  and  soffites 
of  the  arches  —  certainly  are  masterly,  though  the  architect 
might  discover  a  little  of  the  "contract  style"  about  them. 
Cleyn  was  employed  by  Charles  I.,  whose  good  taste  led  him  to 
patronise  only  the  most  eminent  men  in  art.  The  painter  was 
denominated  "  II  famosissimo  pittore  Francesco  Cleyn,  miracolo 
del  secolo,  e  molto  stimato  del  Re  Carlo  della  Gran  Britania."* 
This  cut  represents  some  of  Cleyn5  s  painting  in  the  soffite 
of  one  of  the  arches  in  the  gilt-room  ;  it  is  roughly  painted  — 
although  in  a  free  and  masterly  style — in  umber,  on  a  white 
ground ;  the  drapery,  dress,  and  hair  of  the  figures,  are  gilt. 


*  Francis  Cleyn  was  born  at  Rostock,  and  was  originally 
in  the  service  of  Christian  IV.  of  Denmark.  For  a  proper 
education  in  art  he  visited  Italy,  and  there  became  known  to 
Sir  Henry  Wotton,  by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  Prince 
Charles,  afterwards  Charles  I.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
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England  he  was  employed  to  give  designs,  "  both  in  history 
and  grotesque,"  for  the  tapestry  manufacture  then  recently 
established  at  Mortlock.  At  Somerset  House  he  painted  a 
ceiling  of  a  room  near  the  gallery,  with  histories  and  com- 
partments in  gold ;  the  entrance  of  Wimbledon  House  he 
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The  decorative  panelling  of  the  Gilt  Room  is  continued  round  the  four  sides,  and  in  the 
large  recess  in  the  centre  (immediately  above  the  entrance-porch)  ;  the  interior  of  each 
panel  has  a  small  raised  fillet,  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  forming  an  orna- 
mental border :  this  is  gilt.  In  the  centre  of  the  panels  are  painted  alternately  cross- 
crosslets  and  fleur-de-lis,  charges  in  the  arms  of  Cope  and  Rich  ;  they  are  surmounted 
by  an  earl's  coronet,  with  palm  or  oak  branches,  in  gold,  shaded  with  bistre.  The  figures 
over  the  fireplaces  have  the  flesh  painted,  the  rest  is  gold  shaded  ;  the  lower  columns 
of  the  fireplaces  are  painted  black,  the  upper  being  of  Sienna  marble :  both  have  gilt 
ornaments  at  the  lower  part  of  the  shaft,  and  their  caps  and  bases  gilt :  for  the  rest,  all  the 
prominent  mouldings,  the  flutes,  caps,  and  bases  of  the  pilasters  are  gilt ;  the  cima  recta 
of  the  great  entablature  has  a  painted  leaf  enrichment,  with  acorns  between,  the  latter 
of  which  are  gilt.  The  groundwork  of  the  whole  is  white.  The  busts  in  the  room 
were  placed  there  by  his  late  lordship :  over  the  fireplaces  are  those  of  King  William  the 
Fourth,  and  George  the  Fourth  when  Prince  Regent.  Arranged 
on  pedestals  round  the  room  are  busts  of  the  late  Lord  Holland, 
Francis  Duke  of  Bedford,  Henry  first  Lord  Holland,  the  late 
Duke  of  Sussex,  John  Hookham  Frere,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
(of  Culloden),  Napoleon,  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  by  Nollekens,  a  duplicate  made  for  the 
Empress  Catharine  of  Russia.  In  the  bow-recess  are  models  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  Thomas  Winnington,  Esq.  The 
painted  shields  in  the  corner  of  the  room  bear  the  arms  of  Rich  of 
Warwick,  and  Cope  and  Rich.    Of  the  ancient  furniture  of  the 

Gilt  Room  two  chairs  alone  remain  ; 
these  are  mentioned  by  Horace  Wal- 
pole  as  being  the  work  of  Francesco 
Cleyn :  they  are  painted  white,  and 
partly  gilt.  A  large  bench,  formed 
by  three  of  these  chairs  placed  toge- 
ther, with  one  arm  only  at  each  end, 
was  discovered  by  the  artist  some 
years  ago,  in  a  lumber-place  over 
the  stable,  where,  probably,  it  still 
remains.    The  Gilt  Room,  during  the  lifetime  of  his  late  lordship,  was  used  as  the  state 


painted  in  fresco ;  Bolsover  in  Nottinghamshire,  Stone  Park  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  Carew  House  at  Parson's  Green,  were 
ornamented  by  him.  He  also  executed  several  books  for 
carvers,  goldsmiths,  &c,  "made  designs  for  various  artists," 


and  was  the  master  of  Dobson.  His  two  sons  also  were 
esteemed  painters.  He  died  in  London — "  a  most  pious  man," 
according  to  Evelyn — in  1658. 
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dining-room :  the  state  drawing-room,  lined  with  silk,  and  hung  with  paintings,  led  out  of 
it  by  the  door  on  the  right  —  seen  in  the  print.    Parallel  to  these  rooms,  at  the  back  of  the 

building,  is  another  line  of  drawing-rooms,  modernised,  but  which 
contain  a  valuable  collection  of  paintings.  Among  them  is  a  cele- 
brated one  by  Hogarth — the  amateur  performance,  by  children  of 
the  nobility,  of  "  The  Beggar's  Opera.'*  This  painting  is  very  large  : 
the  whole  of  the  figures  are  portraits.  Another  painting  by  Hogarth 
is  in  the  collection,  which  has  never  been  engraved.  It  is  a  view  of 
the  entrance  to  Ranelagh  Gardens,  Chelsea.  The  collection  con- 
tains a  few  very  fine  Sir  Joshua's.  Among  them  is  his  portrait  of 
Joseph  Baretti,  well  known  from  the  engraving.  There  are  likewise 
a  few  first-rate  pictures  of  the  old  masters.  The  library  contains  a 
series  of  portraits  of  political  and  literary  friends  of  his  late  lordship  ; 
and,  in  the  boudoir,  are  the  series  of  the  late  J.  Stothard's  most 
exquisite  compositions  to  illustrate  Moore's-  poems.  These  drawings 
are  very  highly  finished,  and  are  twice  the  size  of  the  engravings 
which  were  made  from  them. 

In  "  Lady  Holland's  Boudoir,"  among  other  curiosities,  are  two 
candlesticks  formerly  belonging  to  Mary  Queen  of  Scots ;  they  are 
of  brass,  each  of  eleven  and  a  half  inches  in 
height.  They  are  of  French  manufacture  ;  the 
sunk  parts  are  filled  up  with  an  inlay  of  blue, 
green,  and  white  enamel,  very  similar  to  that 
done  at  Limoge.  These  candlesticks  are  ex- 
tremely elegant ;  one  of  them  is  represented  in 
the  above  woodcut. 

The  accompanying  woodcut  represents  the 
fireplace  in  "  the  ancient  parlour  leaving  the 
principal  staircase  in  the  ground  floor  ;  the  door 
on  the  left  leads  into  this  room.  It  is  supposed 
to  have  been  painted  in  a  similar  style  to  the 
great  chamber  above-stairs.  The  fireplace  in 
this  room  is  of  the  most  excellent  design  and 
capital  execution.  A  portion  of  the  framing 
of  the  room  is  shewn  by  the  side  of  the  fire- 
place :  this  is  likewise  very  elegant.  One  of 
the  ancient  windows  of  this  apartment  is  blocked 
up,  and  an  ornamental  arch  placed  in  front  of  it  by  Inigo  Jones. 
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It  was  in  this  room  that 
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plays  were  performed  by  the  direction  of  the  first  Lady  Holland,  when  the  theatres  in 
London  were  shut  up  by  the  Puritans  :  it  is  commonly  called  "  The  Theatre  Room."* 

The  other  rooms  will  require  but  a  brief  notice.  "The  Journal  Room"  is  so  named 
because  a  complete  set  of  the  journals  of  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons  are  there 
preserved:  it  contains  several  portraits,  among  which  are  three  or  four  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds.  This  is  on  the  ground-floor.  Underneath  the  hall  is  the  ancient  kitchen,  not 
long  ago  fitted  up  as  a  servants'  hall.  In  the  north-east  wing  is  a  large  apartment,  formerly 
the  chapel  of  the  mansion :  it  has  been  disused  for  half  a  century,  having  been  converted 
into  a  bath-room. 

The  Libraries  are  spacious  and  "well  stocked  the  principal,  which  forms  the  west 
wing  of  the  house,  is  styled  the  Long  Gallery ;  it  is,  in  length,  one  hundred  and  two  feet, 
and,  in  breadth,  seventeen  feet  four  inches.  According  to  Mr.  Faulkner  ("  History  of 
Kensington"),  whose  account  was  written  under  the  superintendence  of  the  late  Lord  Holland, 
in  the  year  1746,  this  fine  apartment  was  entirely  out  of  repair,  and  even  "  unfloored :"  it 
was,  however,  at  that  period  completely  restored,  and  converted  from  its  ancient  use,  as  the 
gallery  for  exercise,  into  a  receptacle  for  books,  of  which  it  contains  a  rare  selection.  The 
first  Lord  Holland  had  fitted  it  up  for  pictures ;  blocking  up  many  of  the  windows,  and 
opening  in  lieu  of  them  a  large  bow- window  on  the  west  side.  The  "West  Library"  and 
the  "East  Library" — two  rooms  of  moderate  extent — contain  also  several  valuable  folios  — 
curious  treasures  of  antiquity.  Mr.  Faulkner  enumerates  some  of  the  more  remarkable  of 
the  contents  of  the  eastern  library,  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  the  reader :  — 

"  A  curious  copy  of  Camoens,  to  which  the  praises  of  Mr.  De  Souza,  the  patriotic  editor  of  the  late  splendid 
edition  of  that  poet,  have  given  extraordinary  celebrity.  It  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  earliest  editions,  and 
Mr.  De  Souza  alleges  that  it  must  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  poet  himself.  At  the  bottom  of  the  title- 
page  the  following  curious  and  melancholy  testimony  of  his  unfortunate  death  is  written  in  an  old  Spanish 
hand,  which  states  that  the  writer  saw  him  die  in  an  hospital  at  Lisbon,  without  even  a  blanket  to  cover  him. 

"  1  Que  coza  mas  lastimosa  que  ver  un  tan  grande  ingenio  mat  logrado  !  yo  lo  bi  morir  en  un  hospital  en  Lisboa, 
sin  tener  una  sauana  con  que  cubrirse,  despues  de  aver  triunfado  en  la  India  oriental,  y  de  aver  navigado  5500 
leguas  por  mar  :  que  auiso  tan  grande  para  los  que  de  nochc  y  de  dia  se  cancan  estudiando  sin  provecho,  como  la 
arana  en  urdir  tellas  para  cazar  moscas!' 

"  Specimens  of  all  the  types  in  the  Vatican  Library,  printed  in  the  Propaganda  press,  A.D.  1640,  on  silk. 

"  The  music  of  the  '  Olimpiade/  an  opera  of  Metastasio,  well  authenticated  to  have  been  transcribed  by 
J.  J.  Rousseau,  when  that  extraordinary  man  procured  his  livelihood  by  copies  of  this  kind.  The  band-writing 
is  so  beautiful  that  it  resembles  copper-plate  engraving. 

"  Four  volumes  of  MS.  Plays  of  Lope  de  Vega,  the  first  containing  three  plays  in  his  own  hand-writing, 
with  the  original  license  of  the  censor. 


*  Whilst  mentioning  the  drama  as  connected  with  Hol- 
land House,  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  tragedy  of  "  Jane 
Shore"  was  acted  there  in  the  "late  Lord  Holland's  time" 
(Dodsley's  "  Old  Plays,"  vol.  xii.  p.  345).  The  late  Mr.  Fox 
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supported  the  character  of  Lord  Hastings ;  his  brother,  the 
General,  was  Bishop  of  Ely;  Lady  Sarah  liunbury,  June 
Shore;  and  Lady  Susan  O'Brien,  Alicia. 
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"The  original  copy,  in  MS.,  of  the  '  Mogigata/  a  favourite  play  of  the  celebrated  Moratin,  the  first  writer 
of  Spanish  comedy  now  living,  but  who  has  been  proscribed  and  exiled  by  Ferdinand  the  Seventh. 

"There  are  several  others  of  nearly  equal  interest,  and  among  the  MSS.  there  are  many  curious  autographs 
of  Philip  the  Second,  Prince  Eugene,  Pontanus,  Sannazarius,  and  others,  and  three  original  letters  of  Petrarch. 

"Also  a  voluminous  MS.  collection  of  the  proceedings  in  Cortes,  from  the  earliest  period,  copied  from  the 
archives  of  the  King  of  Spain.  The  original  correspondence  of  Don  Pedro  Ronquillo,  the  Spanish  ambassador, 
resident  in  London  at  the  time  of  our  Revolution ;  part  in  cypher,  with  the  translation  by  the  side,  with  several 
others  of  equal  value  and  curiosity." 

The  Long  Gallery  is  ornamented  with  portraits  of  the  Lenox,  Digby,  and  Fox  families; 
Dryden  and  Addison ;  Sir  C.  H.  Williams ;  Admiral  Lestock ;  Sir  Robert  Walpole ;  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Winnington ;  Cardinal  Fleury,  by  Rigaud ;  and  Van  Lintz,  by 
himself.  Scattered  throughout  the  apartments  are  King  Charles  II.  and  the  Duchess  of 
Portsmouth ;  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely ;  Henry,  Lord  Holland ;  Stephen,  Lord 
Holland,  by  Zoffany ;  the  late  Right  Honourable  C.  J.  Fox,  when  an  infant; — when  a  boy, 
in  a  group  with  Lady  Susan  Strangeways  and  Lady  Mary  Lenox  (by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds) ; 
and  a  fine  picture  of  him  in  more  advanced  life  by  the  same  artist.  There  are  two  busts, 
also,  of  him,  by  Nollekens,  one  of  which  was  taken  not  long  before  his  death ;  and  a  statue, 
seated  in  the  entrance-hall. 

We  may  not  take  leave  of  this  fine  old  mansion  without  expressing  a  fervent  hope  that 
the  interesting  work  of  two  centuries  may  endure  for  many  centuries  to  come ;  that  modern 
improvements  —  although  they  may  place  the  suburb  of  which  it  is  the  crowning  gem  in 
the  centre  of  the  Metropolis — will  not  displace  it  to  make  room  for  petty  structures  of  a 
day,  but  that  the  tale  of  the  Olden  Time  may  be  there  told  to  our  descendants  as  it  has 
been  there  told  to  our  ancestors. 


CAVERSWALL  CASTLE, 

STAFFORDSHIRE. 


a  vers  wall  Castle.  —  The  pretty  and  secluded  village  of 
Caverswall  is  seated  in  the  centre  of  a  rich  level  vale, 
through  which  runs  the  river  Blithe, — here,  not  far  from 
its  source,  a  narrow  stream,  which  gradually  swells  into 
size  and  strength.  The  venerable  Castle  of  Caverswall, 
one  of  the  most  striking,  picturesque,  and  interesting- 
remains  of  a  distant  age,  towers  above  this  pleasant  and 
appropriately  named  streamlet,  overlooking  the  broad  valley, 
the  whole  of  which  it  completely  commands,  and  of  which 
it  was  formerly  the  guardian  and  the  glory. 
In  the  twentieth  year  of  William  the  Conqueror,  Caverswall  was  held  of  Robert  de 
Stadford  by  Ernulfus  de  Hesding ;  but  in  the  time  of  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion,  one  Thomas 
de  Careswell  was  lord  of  this  demesne,  from  whom  it  descended  to  Sir  William  de  Cavers- 
well,  Knight,  most  likely  the  same  who  was  sheriff  of  Staffordshire  towards  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  III.,  and  whose  descendant,  probably  grandson,  of  the  same  name 
and  title,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  II.,  built 
a  large  and  strong  stone  castle  here,  surrounded  by  a  deep  moat. 
As  additional  security,  when  safety  was  worth  a  costly  purchase, 
we  are  told  he  gave  it  the  further  defence  of  square  turrets  at  the 
heads  of  extensive  pieces  of  water.  This  is  "  the  castel  or  prati-pile 
of  Caverwell "  of  Leland's  time.  Of  its  founder,  we  know  nothing 
more  than  is  revealed  to  us  by  his  marble  monumental  slab,  now 
reduced  to  the  level  of  the  church-floor  at  the  entrance  into  the 
chancel — strange  transition  ! — to  be  trodden  on  by  every  foot  that 
passes.  This  "  goodly  castle,"  as  Erdeswick  terms  it,  in  his  time, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  he  tells  us,  "  was  lately  in 
reasonable  good  repair,  but  is  now  quite  let  to  decay  by  one  Browne, 
farmer  of  the  demesnes,  which  he  procured  (if  a  man  might  guess 
at  the  cause)  lest  his  lord  should  take  a  conceit  to  live  there,  and 
thereby  take  the  demesnes  from  him."  Now,  it  is  probable  no  remnant  of  this  ancient 
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Castle  is  extant,  unless  in  the  chiselled  stones  which  give  support  to  garden-hedges 
about  the  village.  Still,  the  lower  portions  of  the  wall  which  surrounds  the  platform  of 
the  Castle,  with  its  graduated  buttresses,  and  perhaps  also  the  foundations  of  some 
of  the  turrets,  give  indications  of  an  architecture  at  least  much  anterior  to  the  present 
building.  We  are  inclined  to  refer  this  ancient  wall  to  the  period  of  the  original 
Castle. 

The  lordship  descended  from  the  Caverswells,  who  enjoyed  it  until  the  nineteenth  of 
Edward  III.,  when  by  the  heir-general  it  passed  to  the  Montgomerys,  and  subsequently 
to  the  Giffards,  the  Ports,  the  family  of  Hastings,  Earls  of  Huntingdon,  who  were  owners 
of  it  in  the  seventeenth  century ;  and,  by  purchase,  to  Matthew  Cradock,  Esq.,  whose 
father,  we  are  told  in  a  celebrated  letter  of  Sir  Simon  Degge's,  was  a  wool-buyer  at 
Stafford.  In  the  reign  of  James  I.,  this  latter  proprietor,  it  is  said,  employed  the  skill 
of  the  celebrated  Inigo  Jones  to  erect  the  present  castellated  mansion.  The  site  of  this 
solemn  fortress-like  structure,  enriched  by  the  dark-grey  tints  of  age,  is  the  rock  which 
gave  foundation  to  Sir  William  de  Caverswell's  Castle.  The  grit-stone  of  which  it  is 
built  has  been  excavated  from  the  moat  that  surrounds  the  whole  ;  the  same  being  the 
case  no  doubt  with  the  materials  of  the  earlier  building,  for  the  circumstance,  as  we 
shall  see,  is  alluded  to  in  the  Latin  lines  on  the  founder's  tomb.  The  Castle  is  placed 
upon  an  elevated  quadrangular  platform,  which  is  defended  by  a  curtain  running 
along  each  side,  having  a  number  of  graduated  buttresses  rising  from  the  moat,  and  by 
an  octagonal  turret,  with  its  base  dipping  in  the  fosse,  at  each  angle.  The  pointed 
arched  gateway,  approached  by  a  stone  bridge,  is  flanked  by  an  additional  turret  on 
each  side,  like  the  others,  balustraded  at  the  top.  This  balustrade  formerly  was  carried 
round  the  top  of  the  Castle  also.  Its  removal  in  recent  times  has  been  injurious  to 
picturesque  effect ;  hence  the  artist  has  retained  this  proper  mark  of  style  in  our 
lithotint.  The  quadrangle  of  the  Castle  is  laid  out  in  gravelled  walks,  shaded  by  fine 
hedges  of  hornbeam,  and  a  beautiful  flower-garden,  exhibiting  many  of  the  gems  of 
Flora's  chaplet,  and  some  remarkably  fine  specimens  of  Cotoneaster  trained  along  the 
walls.  The  building  itself  is  chiefly  interesting  as  presenting  the  ideal  of  the  great 
architect  of  the  transition  from  the  ancient  castle  to  the  baronial  mansion.  The  keep 
may  be  said  to  be  still  retained  in  the  lofty  square  tower,  which  overtops  the  building 
at  its  western  end.  Two  great  bays  ascend,  one  on  each  side,  to  the  top  of  the  building, 
which  break  the  plainness  of  the  front,  and  afford  additional  light  to  the  apartments. 
The  numerous  windows  are  all  large,  divided  by  deep  mullions ;  and  in  a  winter's 
evening,  when  most  of  the  rooms  are  occupied,  a  distant  spectator  might  conceive  there 
was  an  illumination  in  the  Castle.  The  rooms  are  plain,  and  afford  nothing  worthy  of 
particular  note.  The  square  tower  is  chiefly  occupied  by  staircases.  The  turrets  have  ■ 
been  converted  into  apartments  of  residence.  Whilst  around  the  whole,  flow  the  dark 
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yet  clear  waters  of  the  moat,  which  expands  on  the  western  side  into  a  small  lake.  This 
moat  is  supplied  by  a  number  of  springs  and  a  limpid  rill  that  runs  into  it.  Its  outer 
margin  receives  the  shade  of  some  fine  limes.  As  if  in  pointed  contrast  to  all  this 
panoply  of  defence,  on  the  inner  margin  of  the  fosse  there  is  seen  a  pretty  little  flower- 
border,  occupying  the  recesses  between  the  buttresses  which  support  the  platform. 

We  have  here  an  indication  of  the  peaceful,  unwarlike  purpose  to  which  this  sombre 
fortress  is  now  devoted.  On  the  decease  of  Matthew  Cradock,  Esq.,  who  built  the  present 
Castle,  it  came  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  George  Cradock,  Esq.,  who  died  in  1643,*  with 
whose  descendants  it  remained  only  till  1655.  From  them  it  passed  to  Sir  William  Jolliffe, 
Knight ;  and  from  him,  by  marriage  with  his  daughter,  to  William  Viscount  Vane,  of 
Ireland.  It  subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  family  of  Parker,  one  worthy 
descendant  of  which  house,  Thomas  Hawe  Parker,  Esq.,  resides  at  Park  Hall,  near  the 
village,  and  still  retains  the  manor.  During  the  disastrous  wars  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, it  was  purchased  for  the  retreat  of  a  religious  community  from  Ghent,  in  Belgium, 
— the  Benedictine  Dames, — who  emigrated  hither  in  1811,  having  previously  settled  at 
Preston,  in  Lancashire.  These  ladies,  in  their  antique  black  dresses  and  hoods,  as  they 
traverse  the  terraces  on  the  platform  of  the  Castle,  or  engage  in  the  cultivation  of 
their  flower-gardens,  give  an  air  of  surprising  interest,  of  living  reality,  to  this  castellated 
mansion  of  other  ages.  They  have  erected  a  good-sized  chapel  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  house,  in  which  is  a  large  picture  over  the  altar  representing  St.  Benedict  and  St. 
Scholastica  praying  to  the  virgin ;  and  they  devote  much  of  their  time  to  the  purposes 
of  education.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  moat,  amidst  the  shade  of  surrounding  trees, 
we  perceive  the  final  resting-place  of  the  sisterhood.  In  this  neat  little  plot  is  a  number 
of  tombstones,  two  of  which  are  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  bearing  the  cross  and 
pastoral  staff — emblems  of  ghostly  superintendence.  They  mark  the  graves  of  Lady 
Abbesses.  One  lay  sister,  now  rapidly  descending  the  vale  of  years,  is  the  only 
religieuse  who  came  over  with  the  original  refugees. 


*  On  a  mural  monument  in  the  chancel  of  Caverswall 
Church,  adjoining  that  of  his  father,  which  we  have  engraved, 
is  the  following  singular  inscription  to  his  memory  : — 
"  M.S. 

e 

"George  Cradock,  Esq.,  (for  his  great  prvdence  in  y 
common  lawes  well  worthy  to  be  beav-Clarke  of  y  assizes  for 

Sr-  Thomas  Slingsby,  Baronet,  )  (  Dorothy  ^ 

y  Right  Honble-  Robt.  Lord  Cholmondely  >  Maried  <  Elizabeth  >  Coheir. 
Sr-  John  Bridgeman,  Baronet,  *  '  Mary  * 

"  But !  but !  to  our  grief,  George  Cradock  is  assavlted  by 
death  in  y  meridjan  of  his  age,  not  far  off  from  his  Castle 
of  Caverswal  (lately  bvilt,  even  to  beavty,  by  Mathew 
Cradock,  Esq.,  his  father,  who  lies  inter'd  near  this  place). 

e  c 

"  And  dying  of  y  small  pox  y  16th  of  April,  1043,  he  tooke 
himselfe  to  y  private  masion  of  this  tombe,  erected  for  him  at    Oliver  Cromwell 
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this  Circvit),  did  take  to  wife  y  most  amiable,  most  loving 

e 

Dorothy,  y  davghter  of  John  Savnders,  Doctor  of  Physicke,  by 
whom  he  had  a  Pair-royall  of  incomparable  davghters,  to  wit, 
Dorothy,  Elizabeth,  and  Mary. 

"  It  is  easie  to  gvess  that  he  lived  in  a  splendid  degree,  if  I 
shall  bvt  recovnt  vnto  you  that 


y  cost  of  Dorothy,  his  obseqviovs  wife,  where  he  now  rests 
(vnder  the  protection  of  an  Essoine)  vntil  he  shall  be  svm- 

e 

mon'd  to  appeare  at  y  last  great  and  general  Assizes." 

The  Sir  Thomas  Slingsby,  of  Scriven,  Bart.,  who  married 
Dorothy,  the  eldest  of  this  "  pair-royal,"  was  beheaded  by 


CAVERSWALL  CASTLE. 


A  doorway,  now  closed,  formerly  led  from  the  Castle  to  the  Church,  which  is  close 
by.    It  is  a  spacious  village  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Peter,  embosomed  in  a  grove  of 


aisles  of  the  nave  ;  whilst  the  perpendicular  is  fairly  displayed  in  the  handsome  eastern 
window  of  the  tower.  This  tower  and  the  aisles  may  be  referred  to  the  fourteenth 
century.  The  beauties  and  harmonies  of  the  whole  have  been  sadly  marred,  especially 
by  the  low  flat  ceilings,  which  extend  from  the  tower  to  the  chancel,  in  different  stages  of 
degradation.  The  nave  contains  some  plain  low  oaken  stalls,  very  ancient.  Some  pews 
also  and  the  pulpit  exhibit  specimens  of  carving  in  oak  in  a  pleasing  style— an  illustration 
of  which  forms  our  initial  letter.  The  Church  is  rich  in  monuments.  Beyond  mentioning 
a  fine  evidence  of  Chantrey's  skill,  in  a  monumental  figure  to  the  memory  of  the  Countess 
of  St.  Vincent, — the  lady  kneels  in  an  attitude  of  submissiveness  to  the  inevitable 
stroke,  her  coronet  being  laid  aside, — beyond  this  mere  mention,  and  that  the  family 
vaults  and  monuments  of  the  Parker  family,  of  Park  Hall,  the  patrons  of  the  living, 
exist  here,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  the  memorials  of  the  two  founders  of  the 
ancient  and  more  modern  Castles  of  Caverswall.  At  the  entrance  to  the  chancel, 
near  to  the  foot  of  the  pulpit  stairs,  is  a  massy  slab  of  grey  marble,  laid  in  the  floor. 
This  is  all  that  now  remains  of  the  monument  of  Sir  William  de  Caverswell,  the 
builder  of  the  Castle  in  the  time  of  Edward  II.,  about  a.d.  1300.  It  has  originally 
contained  a  large  and  elegant  cross-fleurie,  stretching  over  the  entire  length  of  the 
slab,  a  shield  on  each  side,  and  an  inscription  running  along  the  head  and  the  two 
sides,  all  in  inlaid  brass.  Erdeswick,  the  Staffordshire  antiquary,  who  described  it 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  tells  us  that  then  the  metal  had  been  taken 
out.  He  adds,  in  a  parenthesis,  "  such  is  the  iniquity  of  this  day ;"  but  yet  he  was  able 
to  perceive  what  the  letters  were.  These  letters  are  in  a  fine  character  of  the  period, 
before  black-letter  was  employed.    Having  carefully  examined  them,  we  were  still  able 


sycamores,  and  presenting,  like 
many  others,  indications  of 
great  antiquity  —  indications 
which  are  almost  overgrown 
with  the  additions  and  recon- 
structions of  nearly  every 
period  since  its  foundation.  The 
piers  of  the  nave,  which  give 
support  to  a  series  of  semicir- 
cular arches,  from  their  plain- 
ness most  probably  belong  to 
the  Norman  style.  The  deco- 
rated finds  its  representatives 
in  the  belfry  arch,  and  the  two 
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to  decipher  the  whole,  and  now  present  a  more  correct  reading  than  has  ever  before 
appeared,  which,  together  with  the  accurate  drawing  of  this  rich  and  finished  tablet 
(printed  on  the  front  page  of  this  article)  by  our  artist,  Mr.  F.  Hulme,  will,  we  trust, 
preserve  a  faint  memory  of  the  original.  The  inscription  commences  at  an  ornamental 
cross  near  the  top  on  the  left  side,  and  ends  at  one  opposite. 

+  $tc:  facet:  21&itUs:  be:  Itaberestoelle :  miles.  + 

Then  follow  these  lines  along  the  two  sides : — 

"  GTastri:  strbctor:  eram:  bomtbbs:  fossts:  que:  cemento. 
Utbbs:  iams:  operant:  nbnc:  elabbor:  in:  fjoc:  monbntento." 

Which  Dr.  Plot  informs  us  was  Englished  thus : — 

"  Sir  William  of  Caverswall,  here  lye  I, 
Who  built  the  Castle,  and  made  the  pooles  by." 

In  a  spirit  not  altogether  inaccordant  with  the  original,  another  hand  added  this 
couplet,  as  Dr.  Plot  further  says: — 

"  Sir  William  of  Caverswall  here  you  lye, 
Your  Castle  is  down,  and  your  pooles  are  dry." 

In  the  south  wall  of  the  chancel  is  a  mural  tablet  in  memory  of  Matthew  Cradock, 
Esq.,  the  founder  of  the  present  Caverswall  Castle.  In  its  style,  this  monument  bears 
marks  of  the  age  in  which  it  was  constructed, — the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  however,  that,  whilst 
the  hand  of  man,  as  well  as  his  foot,  has  continually 
warred  against  the  monumental  memorial  of  his  great 
predecessor  for  more  than  five  hundred  years,  without 
being  able  to  obliterate  the  recognition  of  his  name  and 
merits,  the  inscription  on  that  of  Matthew  Cradock, 
although  not  of  half  the  antiquity,  protected  and  even 
partially  renewed,  is  now,  in  the  main,  irrevocably  effaced. 
It  has  commenced  in  these  terms,  "  Hie  sepelitvr  Matie 
Cr  rmig."  The  rest  is  so  greatly  defaced,  as  only  to 
allow  us  to  make  out  that  he  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  a  Salopian  esquire,  and  that  his  first-born 
child  married  the  daughter  of  John  Saunders,  M.D.,  which 
agrees  with  the  inscription  on  the  mural  tablet  of  George  Cradock,  Esq.  Some  lines 
in  white  paint  below  profess  to  have  derived  their  origin  from  "  I  M.  R  E.  de  Stoke.'' 
Matthew  Cradock,  we  believe,  was  a  merchant,  and  was  returned  to  Parliament,  a.d. 
1640,  15  Charles  I.,  for  the  City  of  London.    His  arms  appear  upon  the  tablet. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  contest  between  Charles  and  his  Parliament,  Caverswall 
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Castle  seems  to  have  excited  notice,  and  was  garrisoned  for  the  Parliament ;  the  family, 
no  doubt,  took  this  side.  From  the  following  entry  of  the  Committee  at  Stafford,  the 
widow  of  George  Cradock,  Esq.,  appears  to  have  received  some  marks  of  respect  amidst 
this  military  intrusion.  "Dec.  4,  1643. — It  is  ordered  that  Captain  John  Young  shall 
forthwith  repayre  to  Carswall  House,  and  safely  keepe  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  King 
and  Parliament,  until  he  shall  have  order  to  the  contrarie.  But  he  is  to  leave  his  horses 
behind  him  at  Stafford ;  he  is  likewise  to  use  Mrs.  Cradock  with  all  respect,  and  not 
suffer  any  spoyle  or  waste  made  of  her  goods."  "  It  is  ordered  that  Mrs.  Cradock  shall 
have,  towards  the  fortification  of  her  house  at  Carswall,  liberty  to  take,  fell,  cut  downe, 
and  carrie  away  any  timber,  or  other  materials,  from  any  papist,  delinquent,  or 
malignant  whatsoever."  "  March  1,  1643-4. — It  is  ordered  that  Carswall  be  made 
unservisable."  This  last  order  does  not  appear  to  have  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter ;  for 
Caverswall  Castle  still  remains  unimpaired,  sombre  and  venerable,  to  grace  the  verdant 
meads  amid  which  it  is  situated — to  shelter  the  religieuses  who  have  succeeded  the 
refugees  from  the  Low  Countries — and  to  show  the  pilgrim,  who  wanders  through 
shady  dells  and  by  babbling  brooks,  catching  the  bland  whisperings  of  the  spirits  of 
the  past,  that — 

"  Time 

Has  moulded  into  beauty  many  a  tower, 
Which,  when  it  frown'd  with  all  its  battlements. 
Was  only  terrible." 
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THE  OAK  HOUSE,  WEST  BROMWICH, 


STAFFORDSHIRE. 


est  Bromwich — a  village  distant  a  few  miles  from  busy 
Birmingham — supplies  a  curious  and  interesting  example 
of  the  half-timbered  houses,  of  which  many  still  remain 
in  the  Midland  Counties  of  England.  It  is  commonly 
known  as  "  The  Oak  House,"  is  situated  on  the  borders 
of  the  great  Staffordshire  coal-bed,  and  is  now  surrounded 
by  collieries, — creating  a  dense  and  murky  atmosphere, 
which  almost  hides  the  ancient  mansion  from  sight.  Yet 
the  site  was  well  chosen ;  for  at  the  period  of  its  erection 
it  commanded  extensive  views  of  a  picturesque  and  fertile  country,  now  absolutely 
covered  with  iron-works  and  other  results  of  the  traffic  peculiar  to  the  district. 
Far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  it  encounters  only  the  smoke  and  steam  which  indicate 
busy  labour;  the  few  trees  that  endure  to  grace  the  landscape  are  stunted  and 
sickly,  and  even  the  fields  seem  never  to  have  borne  a  coating  of  natural  green. 
Nevertheless,  although  the  eye  may  turn  away  unrefreshed  from  a  scene  which  exhibits 
Nature  expelled  by  Commerce,  the  mind  will  be  cheered  to  know  that  in  these 
unsightly  mountain-heaps,  "dug  from  the  bowels  of  the  harmless  earth,"  originates 
the  true  supremacy  of  England.  The  coal-fields  of  Staffordshire  and  Warwickshire 
render  available  the  gigantic  discoveries  which  have  made  the  present  century 
already  famous.  Without  their  aid,  science  and  manufacture  could  have  achieved 
comparatively  little ;  it  is  by  such  auxiliaries  only  we  can  set  at  work  the  forge 
and  the  foundry,  where 

"  Incessant,  day  and  night,  each  crater  roars, 
Like  the  volcano  on  Sicilian  shores  : 
Their  fiery  wombs  each  molten  mass  combine  ; 
Thence,  lava-like,  the  boiling  torrents  shine  ; 
Down  the  trenched  sand  the  liquid  metal  holds, 
Shoots  showers  of  stars,  and  fills  the  hollow  moulds." 

The  "  Poet  of  Science "  seems  to  have  had  in  view  the  locality  to  whicli  we 
refer;  at  least,  to  no  part  of  England  are  his  lines  more  strictly  applicable. 
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Little  is  known  of  the  ancient  possessors  of  the  Oak  House,  notwithstanding  that 
the  direct  descendants  of  the  earliest  occupants  continued  to  inhabit  it  until  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  century.  The  only  author  who  appears  to  have  taken  any  note 
of  them  is  the  Rev.  Stebbing  Shaw,  who  in  his  "  History  of  Staffordshire,"  under 
the  head  of  West  Bromwich  *  states,  that  the  Oak  House  belonged  for  several 
generations  to  a  branch  of  the  respectable  old  family  of  Turton,  of  Abrewas,  near 
Lichfield  ;  and  the  first  mentioned  in  this  parish  was  John  Turton,  in  the  freeholders' 
book,  a.  d.  1653.  Amongst  the  inscriptions  formerly  in  the  ancient  Church  of 
St.  Clement,  here,  was  one  to  the  memory  of  William  Turton,  of  the  Oak,  gent., 
who  died  a.  d.  1682  (son  of  that  John),  and  Eleanor  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert 
Page,  of  Leighton,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  a.  d.  1696,  getat.  61 ;  and 
one  also  to  John  Turton,  of  the  Oak,  gent.,  the  eldest  son  of  the  above  William, 
who  died  December  6th,  1705,  setat.  45.  This  is  the  same  John,  no  doubt,  who, 
with  William  his  brother  and  Sarah  their  sister,  are  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Sir 
John  Turton,  of  Abrewas,  as  his  cousins.  Either  from  the  first  mentioned  John, 
or  from  another  of  that  name  settled  at  Rowley  Regis,  a  few  miles  off,  was,  according 
to  Shaw,  descended  the  eminent  physician  Dr.  Turton,  of  London,  whose  ancestors 
had  for  some  years  resided  in  an  old  house  called  "  The  Hall,"  at  Wolverhampton. 
The  house  and  estate  afterwards  came  into  the  possession,  by  will,  of  a  Mrs. 
Whylie,  who  left  it  to  the  present  owner,  J.  E.  Piercy,  Esq.,  of  Warley  Hall ;  and 
it  is  now  inhabited  by  his  agent,  Mr.  Samuel  Reeves. 

The  general  character  of  the  building  is 
that  of  the  later  years  of  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth ;  this  will  be  sufficiently  apparent 
from  the  drawing  of  the  north  front,  which 
supplies  oar  principal  plate.  The  groups  of 
tall  chimneys,  and  the  minor  details  of  the 
doors,  windows,  &c,  are  all  of  that  age ; 
while  evidence  of  its  date  is  confirmed  by 
the  south  or  garden  front  (as  will  be  seen 
by  the  accompanying  vignette),  built  chiefly 
of  red  brick,  and  containing  the  pediments 
and  square  stone  mullions  of  the  period. 
Upon  entering  the  house,  through  the 
porch,  we  reach  a  narrow  passage,  formed  by  a  small  room,  abstracted  from  "  the 

»  The  village  of  West  Bromwich  is  remarkable  as  the  little  above  the  common  size  ;  yet  such  was  the  prodigious 

birthplace  of  Walter  Parsons,  porter  to  King  James  I.,  who  power  of  his  arm,  that  he  could  easily  "  take  up  two  of  the 

appears  to  have  been  equally  distinguished  for  extraordinary  tallest  yeomen  of  the  guard  and  carry  them  where  he  pleased, 

strength  and  equanimity  of  temper.     His  stature  was  but  in  spite  of  their  attempts  to  free  themselves  from  his  iron  grasp.*' 
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Hall  " — the  spacious  hall  of  former  times.  At  the  termination  of  this  passage  a  door 
leads  into  the  present  hall,  of  far  more  limited  extent,  from  which  a  broad  flight 
of  stairs  conducts  to  the  upper  apartments.  These  apartments,  however,  having  been 
long  disused,  exhibit  the  melancholy  aspect  of  desertion  and  decay.  The  stairs 
consist  of  four  flights,  and  the  balusters  of  the  whole  are  curiously  carved ;  the 
small  pendant  hanging  from  the  upper  flight, 


as  seen  from  the  first-floor  landing,  supplies  our 
initial  letter.  On  the  ground-floor  there  are  four 
of  the  rooms  pannelled  with  oak,  the  chimney- 
pieces  being  carved  in  arabesques. 

The  peculiar  feature  of  this  house,  however, 
is  the  very  curious  timber  turret  or  lantern  which 
rises  nearly  from  the  centre  of  the  roof,  and  has 
its  principal  frontage  towards  the  north.  It  is 
square,  and  forms  one  small  room,  to  which  a 
subsequent  addition  appears  to  have  been  made. 

The  parish  Church  (dedicated  to  St.  Clement) 
is   distant  from   the  House  about  two  miles. 


Modern  "  improvement "  has  been  busily  at  work 

in  mutilating  and  defacing  it;  yet  "ignorant  churchwardens"  have  been  unable 
to  deprive  it  entirely  of  the  venerable  character  it  derives  from  age. 

From  the  little  that  remains  of  ancient  work,  the  whole  Church  seems  to  have 
been  built  during  the  later  period  of  the  Decorated  style  of  architecture,  with  here 
and  there  additional  portions  of  a  later  date.  On  the  south  side  there  is  a  small  chapel 
but  whether  used  as  a  chantry  or  not  is  uncertain,  the  date  upon  it  being  as  late 
as  1618.  It  is  most  probable  that  it  was  used  as  the  burial-place  of  the  Whorwoods ; 
an  old  family,  who  inhabited  a  mansion  built  on  the  site  of  the  Priory  of  Sandwell, 
which  stood  at  a  short  distance  from  the  Church.  The  Tower  of  the  Church  is 
square,  of  two  stories,  and  has  an  octagonal  turret  on  its  northern  side.  The  Font 
also  is  octagonal,  with  the  sides  pannelled,  and  containing  shields.  It  stands  at  the 
west  end  of  the  north  aisle. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Church  are  several  old  houses,  which 
seem  to  belong  to  the  seventeenth  and  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  centuries,  and 
originally  formed  the  village  of  West  Bromwich,  which  at  that  period  must  have  been 
a  very  inconsiderable  place;  but,  from  its  situation  near  the  main-road  through  the 
mining  district,  and  the  rapid  increase  of  coal  and  iron  works  in  its  vicinity,  it 
has  become  of  considerable  note;  the  whole  of  the  distance  between  the  Oak  House 
and  the  Church  being  thickly  covered  with  houses,  among  which  are  three  new  churches, 
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several  meeting-houses,  and  the  other  ordinary  accompaniments  of  a  modern  town. 
Within  about  the  distance  of  a  mile,  at  a  place  where  three  lanes  meet,  is  a  wayside 
inn,  bearing  the  sign  of  "  The  Stone  Cross  ; "  of  the  cross  which  formerly  existed 
there,  barely  a  trace  is  left. 

Amongst  the  other  timber  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Birmingham, 
there  are  but  few  remarkable  for  any  peculiarity  of  construction  ;  such  as  still 
exist  have  been  in  nearly  all  cases  subjected  to  the  "improvements"  which  destroy 
early  and  valuable  character ;  perhaps  the  only  exception  is  an  old  house,  situated  on 
the  north  side  of  the  churchyard  at  Kingsnorton  (a  village  in  the  county  of  Worcester), 
about  five  miles  distant  from  Birmingham,  which  is  still  retained  for  the  use  of  a 
Free  School,  founded  there  by  King  Edward  VI.,  but  which,  from  having  a  window 
at  its  east  end,  that  clearly  belongs  to  the  decorated  period  of  English  architecture, 
was  most  probably  used  as  a  residence  for  the  priest  of  the  adjacent  church.  But 
although  the  neighbourhood  is  so  deficient  in  good  examples  of  ancient  timber 
houses,  there  will  be  found  several  mansions  worthy  of  observation ;  we  need  mention 
only  the  names  of  New  Hall,  near  the  little  town  of  Sutton  Coldfield ;  Castle 
Bromwich  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford,  erected  in  1580 ;  the  ancient 
Castle  of  Maxtoke,  which  remains,  for  the  greater  part,  in  good  preservation ;  and 
the  magnificent  pile  of  Aston  Hall  —  one  of  the  finest  and  best  preserved  Halls 
yet  existing  in  the  Kingdom. 
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hrowley  Hall.  In  the  North-East  corner  of  the  County 
of  Stafford  there  exists  an  elevated  region  of  limestone 
hills ;  one  of  which,  the  Bunster,  rises  to  the  height  of 
twelve  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Their 
scanty  soil,  pierced  in  many  places  by  the  naked  rock, 
bears  a  rich  verdure,  which  is  cropped  by  numerous 
herds  of  cattle  and  sheep.  The  bottoms  of  the  inter- 
vening valleys  are  occupied  by  clear  streams,  which 
dash  along  their  stony  beds,  and  give  fertility  to  the 


various  shrubs  and  trees  growing  upon  their  margins.  In  a  concavity,  about  midway 
down  one  of  these  hills,  stands  the  old  Hall  of  Throwley.  In  the  vale  below,  the 
superterranean  or  surface  course  of  the  river  Manyfold  winds  its  devious  way.  This 
stream,  like  its  fellow,  the  Hamps,  sinks  into  fissures  of  the  rocks,  and  flows  through 
caverns  hid  in  the  earth,  for  some  miles,  whilst  the  remaining  portion  of  the  waters, 
especially  during  floods,  occupies  the  bed  we  have  pointed  out.  The  valley  of  the 
Manyfold,  opposite  Throwley  Hall,  is  marked  by  an  umbrageous  wood,  exhibiting  a 
highly  luxurious  foliage  of  varied  tints. 

This  picturesque  spot,  environed  by  the  neighbouring  hills  of  such  great  altitude, 
was  chosen  for  the  foundation  of  a  house  at  a  remote  period.  At  the  time  of 
Erdeswick,  we  find  him  recounting  that  "  Throwley  is  a  fair,  ancient  house,  and  goodly 
demesne ;  being  the  seat  of  the  Meverells,  a  very  ancient  house  of  gentlemen  and  of 
goodly  living,  equalling  the  best  sort  of  gentlemen  in  the  Shire."  In  the  fifth  year  of 
the  reign  of  King  John,  Oliver  de  Meverell  was  settled  here.  In  the  second  of  Edward 
the  First,  Thomas  de  Meverell  married  Agnes,  one  of  the  five  daughters  and  co-heirs  of 
Gerebert  de  Gayton.  In  a  deed  given  at  Fredeswall,  now  Fradswell,  another  manor 
of  the  Meverells,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  Edward  the  Third,  we  find  the  name  of 
Thomas  de  Meverell,  Lord  of  Throwley.    The  following  inscription  occurs  on  an  alabaster 
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monument  in  the  south  aisle  of  the  chancel  of  Ham  Church,  in  which  parish  Throwley 
is  situated : — "  Here  lyeth  ye  bodies  of  Robert  Meverell  Esqvr  &  Eliz :  his  wife,  Davghter 


her  coronet,  and  her  four  children  by  her.  There  are  shields  of  arms  emblazoning 
those  of  Meverell,  viz.,  argent,  a  griffin  segreant  sable,  armed  gules,  with  the  alliances 
enumerated ;  and  above  the  tomb  is  suspended  a  helmet  having  a  pointed  visor.  We 
are  enabled  to  trace  this  heiress  of  the  ancient  House  of  Meverell  to  her  last 
resting-place,  for  in  the  floor  near  the  altar  in  Fradsivell  Church  is  a  flat  stone, 
inscribed,  "Dame  Cromwell."  And  on  an  old  Tablet  in  the  Chancel  may  still  be 
read:  "  Iana  Cromweir  :  Ex  nobilibus  Familys  Cromwellorum  et  Meverillorum."  1647. 
From  the  family  of  Lord  Cromwell,  Viscount  Lecaile,  and  first  Earl  of  Ardglass, 
in  Ireland,  Throwley  subsequently  passed  to  Edward  Southwell,  the  last  Baron  de 
Clifford;  and  was  sold  by  him  in  1790  to  Samuel  Crompton,  Esq.,  whose  son,  Sir  Samuel 
Crompton,  Bart.,  of  Wood  End,  near  Thirsk,  is  now  the  proprietor  of  it.  The  Hall  is 
occupied  by  a  worthy  family  of  the  name  of  Phillips. 

The  "  fair  ancient  house  of  Throwley "  has  undergone  many  mutations  since  the 
days  of  Erdeswick.  It  still,  however,  presents  a  diversity  of  outline  which  corresponds 
admirably  with  the  imposing  site  it  occupies.  It  is  built  of  the  limestone  of  the 
neighbourhood,  quoined  with  larger  gritstones ;  and  its  walls  bear  a  very  time-worn 
appearance.  On  the  Eastern  side,  its  gables,  large  bayed  window  of  many  lights, 
divided  by  stone  mullions,  terminating  in  depressed  arches,  and  its  strong  square  tower, 
carry  us  back  to  the  Sixteenth  Century — the  period  of  its  erection.  Whether  it  was  the 
work  of  Robert,  the  last  male  of  the  House  of  Meverell,  or  one  of  his  predecessors, 
we  are  not  enabled  to  ascertain  by  any  positive  evidence;  yet  there  is  little  doubt 
the  latter  surmise  is  most  correct.    On  the  western  side  of  the  House  there  formerly 


of  Sr  Tho :  Fleming  Kni*  &  Lord  Cheife  Ivstice  of  ye 
Kings  Bench,  by  who  he  had  issve  only  one  davghter, 
who  maried  Tho :  Lord  Cromwell,  Visconte  Lecaile  ;  wch 
Robert  died  ye  5th  of  Febry  an0  1626  &  Elizabth  departed 
ye  5th  of  Avgvst  1628."  Upon  a  slab  are  placed  the 
effigies  of  this  Robert,  the  last  male  of  the  Meverells, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  the  magnificent  ruffs  and 
other  costume  of  the  period — the  husband  wearing  a 
vast  pair  of  boots  with  spurs  on  them,  the  former 
falling  in  thick  wrinkles  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee,  and 
terminating  in  a  peak  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh. 
In  a  recess  in  the  wall  above  is  the  kneeling  figure 
of  their  daughter  and  heir,  Lady  Cromwell,  wearing 


2 


THROWLEY  HALL. 


stood  a  large  Chapel,  with  a  lofty  ceiling  to  the  roof ;  a  stone  of  which,  still  preserved, 
bears  the  initials  "  F.  M.,"  most  likely  pointing  to  the  founder  of  the  entire  structure.  The 
little  turret  contains  a  circular  stone  stair,  that  conducts  to  the  roof  of  the  tower,  the 
leads  of  which  bear  many  a  mark  of  visitors  long  since  departed — most  of  them  to  an 
eternal  home.    The  view  here,  as  it  takes  in  a  large  reach  of  the  valley  in  both 
directions,  and  Castern  on  the  opposite  hill,  is  very  fine.    The  principal  entrance  to  the 
House  of  Throwley  has  been  on  the  north,  and  leads  first  to  a  small  Entrance-Hall,  and 
next,  to  the  great  Hall ;  which  in  the  strange  transmutations  it  has  undergone,  retains 
only  a  portion  of  its  wainscot  and  the  massive  beams  of  oak  that  support  the  ceiling. 
This  Hall  is  lighted  by  the  lower  window  in  the  large  bay  to  the  left  of  our  litho-tint. 
A  fine  room  of  equal  size,  above,  entered  by  a  pair  of  oaken  folding  doors,  has  been  richly 
finished,  its  ceiling  still  bearing  a  beading  that  has  been  gilt,  disposed  in  an  elegant 
device  of  octagons  and  stars.    This  chief  apartment  has  had  a  large  bay-window, 
containing  two  rows  of  six  lights  each,  to  the  South,  as  well  as  the  Eastern  bay  apparent 
in  the  engraving.    All  these  windows  are  rendered  secure  by  upright  bars  of  iron, 
bearing  cross-bars  at  short  intervals.    They  have  formerly  contained  some  stained  glass, 
the  only  remains  of  which,  the  arms  of  Lord  Thomas  Cromwell  quartering  the  sable 
griffin  segreant  of  the  Meverells,  are  now  placed  in  the  neighbouring  farm-house  of 
Mr.  Parramore.     An  upper  wainscotted  room  in  Throwley  Hall  still  retains  an 
appropriate  memorial  of  its  former  lordly  occupants  in  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
House  of  Ardglass,  elaborately  carved  in  high  relief  in  oak,  now  enriched  by  the  tints  of 
age,  with  the  supporters,  two  fierce  winged  bulls.    At  a  short  distance  behind  the  house 
stands  a  stately  pile  of  ancient  stabling,  two  lofty  stories  in  height,  topped  with  a  high- 
pitched  roof.    The  entrances  are  so  tall,  that  we  might  conclude  the  lords  and  dames  of 
other  days  had  mounted  their  steeds  before  they  issued  to  the  chase  or  other  amusements 
— among  which  we  may  presume  that  of  falconry  would  be  no  infrequent  pastime  amid 
these  wild  hills. 

Of  the  ancient  owners,  the  Meverells,  almost  the  only  additional  historical  notice 
we  can  regain,  is,  that  Arthur  Meverell  of  Throwley  was  the  last  Prior  of  Sutbury. 
At  the  period  of  the  Dissolution,  a.d.  1538,  he,  together  with  eight  monks,  surrendered 
the  Priory,  with  all  its  possessions,  into  the  hands  of  Henry  VIII. ;  the  original  deed 
still  remaining  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  with  the  signatures  of  the  Prior  and 
brotherhood,  and  the  common  seal  of  the  Convent  attached.  In  consideration  of  this 
surrender,  Arthur,  the  Prior,  had  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds. 

Besides  the  remarkable  natural  phenomenon  before  alluded  to,  of  the  disappearance 
of  the  rivers  Hamps  and  Manyfold  in  this  vicinity,  the  vast  caverns  in  the  limestone 
rocks  present  to  our  notice  objects  of  great  interest.    One  of  these,  within  a  short 
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distance  of  Throwley,  has  long  been  distinguished  by  the  name  of  "Thor's  House." 
Both  rivers  and  caves  are  happily  alluded  to  by  the  poet : — 

"  Still  the  nymphs  emerging  lift  in  air 
Their  snow-white  shoulders  and  their  azure  hair  ; 
Sail  with  sweet  grace  the  dimpling  streams  along, 
Listening  the  shepherd's,  or  the  miner's  song  ; 
But  when  afar  they  view  the  giant  cave, 
On  timorous  fins  they  circle  on  the  wave, 
With  streaming  eyes,  and  throbbing  hearts'  recoil, 
Plunge  their  fair  forms,  and  dive  beneath  the  soil." 

By  following  the  valley  from  Throwley  about  two  miles,  we  reach  the  beautiful 
gardens  of  Ham  Hall,  its  ivy-covered  Church,  and  the  village  itself.  Passing  over 
the  chaste  productions  of  modern  art  crowded  into  this  graceful  spot,  which  is 
equally  marked  as  the  opening,  round  the  base  of  the  mighty  Bunster,  of  the  most 
romantic  portion  of  Dovedale,  we  can  scarcely  refrain  from  noticing,  as  we  depart, 
the  two  fragments  of  ancient  crosses,  covered  with  sculpture  forming  rude  devices, 
in  the  churchyard ;  the  curiously-figured  Norman  font ;  and  the  plain  but  handsome 
altar-tomb  in  the  Church,  which  is  pierced  at  the  sides  with  large  quatrefoils,  and 
bears  the  designation  of  "  Bartram's  Tomb."  This  latter  attracted  Dr.  Plot's  attention, 
who  referred  it  to  St.  Bertelline.  He  was  the  son  of  a  king,  and  a  hermit,  who  is 
related  to  have  lived  on  an  island  where  the  present  town  of  Stafford  is  situated, 
till  he  was  disturbed,  when  he  removed  into  some  desert  mountainous  place,  where 
he  ended  his  life.    Plot  has  concentrated — 

"  Tradition's  dubious  light, 
That  hovers  'twixt  the  day  and  night, 
Dazzling,  alternately,  and  dim, — " 

upon  the  wild  hills  and  dells  which  abound  round  Throwley,  Ham,  and  Dovedale. 
He  enumerates,  as  corroborative  testimony,  this  tomb,  which  he  considers  may  have 
been  renewed, — as  undoubtedly  it  must  have  been  if  it  have  reference  to  the  legend ; 
a  well,  and  an  ash  tree  near  it,  on  the  western  side  of  Bunster,  towards  the  base ; 
— all  of  them  being  then  and  still  popularly  appropriated  to  St.  Bertram.  St.  Bertram's 
ash  has  been  cut  down  in  the  memory  of  many  living  in  the  village;  whilst  the 
water  of  St.  Bertram's  Well,  "clear  as  diamond-spark,"  still  rills  out  of  the  base 
of  the  mighty  hill. 
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am  House. — Few  mansions  are  more  pleasantly  situated  than 
this — the  dwelling  of  the  Tollemaches,  Earls  of  Dysart.  It 
stands  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames ;  distant  about 
twelve  miles  from  London  ;  the  pretty  village  of  Twickenham 
is  immediately  opposite ;  to  the  left  is  "  Eel-pie  Island," 
famous  as  a  holiday  resort  of  many  who  "  in  populous  city 
|f  pent "  covet  periodical  acquaintance  with  clear  streams  and 
green  lanes ;  to  the  right  is  far-famed  Richmond  Hill,  which, 
although  distant  a  mile  perhaps,  seems,  from  the  tortuous 
winding  of  the  river,  to  form  a  part  of  the  demesne;  while 
the  back  ground  is  supplied  by  Richmond  Park,  with  its  graceful  slopes  and  its  thick 
masses  of  rich  underwood  mingled  among  groups  of  magnificent  forest  trees. 

The  House  was  erected  early  in  the  seventeenth  century — the  date,  1G10,  still 
stands  on  the  door  of  the  principal  entrance.  It  is  said  to  have  been  built  for 
the  good  Prince  Henry,  eldest  son  of  James  the  First ;  and  a  tradition  exists  that 
the  illness  of  which  he  died  was  the  result  of  bathing  too  freely  in  the  adjacent 
river.  It  is,  however,  unlikely  that  the  Prince  ever  resided  here ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  the  builder  was  Sir  Thomas  Vavasor,  Knight  Marshal,  appointed,  in  1611, 
together  with  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Judge  of  the  Marshal's  court,  and  to  have  been 
"surrendered  by  him,  together  with  certain  customary  lands,  to  John  (Ramsay), 
Earl  of  Holderness,  who  died  in  1624  or  1G25."  We  follow  the  authority  of 
Manning,  the  County  Historian,  who  states  that  by  this  Earl,  or,  more  probably, 
his  heirs,  the  House  and  Lands  were  "  sold  to  William  Murray — groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  James  the  First,  and  afterwards  created,  in  1G43,  by  that  monarch 
Earl  of  Dysart* — "whose  widow,  Katherinc,  on  the  22nd  May,  1651,  surrendered 
them  to  the  use  of  Sir  Lionel  Tollemache  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  her  daughter,  who 
in  the  year  following  surrendered  them  to  the  use  of  Sir  Lionel's  will."  This 
daughter,  to  whom   the   honour  of  the  Earl — "  such   it  was,"    writes   Burnet — 


*  Burnet  gives  a  character  of  the  first  Earl  of  Dysart  by  no 
means  flattering.    "  He  was  well  turned  for  a  Court  ;  very 
insinuating,  but  veiy  false  ;  and  of  so  revengeful  a  temper 
that  rather  than  any  of  the  counsels  given  by  his  enemies 
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should  succeed,  he  would  have  revealed  them,  and  betrayed 
both  the  King  and  them.  He  had  one  particular  quality,  that 
when  he  was  drunk,  which  was  very  often,  he  was  upon  a  most 
exact  reserve,  though  he  was  pretty  open  at  all  other  times." 
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descended,  having  outlived  Sir  Lionel,  married  a  second  time  (being  then  Countess 
of  Dysart)  the  Earl,  afterwards  Duke,  of  Lauderdale*  The  House  and  Estates  of 
Ham  were  inherited  by  "  her  heirs  by  her  first  husband ; "  in  whose  possession  they 
have  since  continued,  being  now  the  property  of  Lionel  William  John  Tollemache, 
the  sixth  Earl  of  Dysart,  and  the  residence  of  his  Lordship's  brother. 

The  Duchess  of  Lauderdale — famous  during  the  reigns  of  four  monarchs ;  the 
First  and  Second  James,  and  the  First  and  Second  Charles ;  and  through  the 
Protectorship  of  Cromwell — refurnished  the  House  at  Ham;  where  she  continued  to 
reside,  until  her  death  at  a  very  advanced  age.  The  Interior,  with  its  gorgeous,  yet 
remarkably  tasteful  "  furnishing,"  has  been  scarcely  altered  since  the  aged  dame 
occupied  the  Mansion.  Time  has  dimmed  the  splendour  of  the  "  hangings,"  and 
tarnished  the  costly  draperies  of  the  rich  looms  of  France ;  but  they  remain — in 
some  places  tattered  and  torn — to  supply  indubitable  evidence  that  the  "  woman  of 
great  beauty,  but  of  far  greater  parts,"  had  at  all  events  a  refined  taste,  and  that 
at  least  a  portion  of  the  money  she  was  "wanting  in 
no  means  to  obtain,"  was  judiciously  expended  in  the 
adornment  of  her  House.  Among  other  untouched  relics 
of  gone-by  days,  is  a  small  Antechamber,  where,  it  is  said, 
she  not  only  condescended  to  receive  the  Second  Charles, 
but,  if  tradition  is  to  be  credited,  where  she  "  cajoled " 
Oliver  Cromwell.  There  still  remain  the  chair  in  which 
she  used  to  sit,  her  small  walking-cane,  and  a  variety  of 
objects  she  was  wont  to  value  and  cherish  as  memorials  of 
her  active  life  and  the  successful  issues  of  a  hundred 
political  intrigues.f 

The  Exterior  of  the  Mansion  derives  singularity  chiefly  from  the  adornment  the 


*  The  Duchess  of  Lauderdale  was  one  of  the  "busiest" 
women  of  the  busy  age  in  which  she  lived.  Burnet  insinuates, 
that  during  the  life-time  of  her  first  husband  "  she  had  been  in 
a  correspondence  with  Lord  Lauderdale  that  had  given  occasion 
for  censure."  She  succeeded  in  persuading  him  that  he  was 
indebted  for  his  escape  after  "  Worcester  fight "  to  "  her  in- 
trigues with  Cromwell."  "  She  was  a  woman,"  continues  the 
Historian,  "  of  great  beauty,  but  of  far  greater  parts.  She  had 
a  wonderful  quickness  of  apprehension,  and  an  amazing  viva- 
city in  conversation.  She  had  studied  not  only  divinity  and 
history,  but  mathematics  and  philosophy.  She  was  violent  in 
every  thing  she  set  about ;  a  violent  friend,  but  a  much  more 
violent  enemy.  She  had  a  restless  ambition,  lived  at  a  vast 
expense,  and  was  ravenously  covetous  ;  and  would  have  stuck 
at  nothing  by  which  she  might  compass  her  ends."  Upon  the 
accession  of  her  husband  to  political  power,  after  the  Restora- 
tion, "  all  applications  were  made  to  her  ;  she  took  upon  her 
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to  determine  everything  ;  she  sold  all  places  ;  and  was  wanting 
in  no  methods  that  could  bring  her  money,  which  she  lavished 
out  in  a  most  profuse  vanity." 

t  Lysons,  writing  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  describes 
the  furnishing  of  the  Mansion  in  terms  which  suit  exactly  to 
describe  its  present  state.  "It  is,"  he  says,  "a  curious  speci- 
men of  a  mansion  of  the  age  of  Charles  the  Second.  The  ceil- 
ings are  painted  by  Verrio,  and  the  rooms  are  ornamented  with 
that  massy  magnificence  of  decoration  then  in  fashion.  The 
furniture  is  very  rich  ;  even  the  bellows  and  brushes,  in  some 
of  the  apartments,  are  of  solid  silver,  or  of  silver  filigree.  In 
the  closet  adjoining  the  bed-chamber,  which  was  the  Duchess 
of  Lauderdale's,  still  remains  the  great  chair  in  which  she  used 
to  sit  and  read  ;  it  has  a  small  desk  fixed  to  it,  and  her  cane 
hangs  by  the  side.  The  furniture  of  the  whole  room  is  such 
that  one  might  almost  fancy  her  Grace  to  be  still  an  inhabitant 
of  the  house." 
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outer  walls  receive  from  a  collection  of  Roman  busts ;  some  of  which,  however, 
having  been  removed  by  time,  have  been  replaced  by  those  of  Poets  of  the  age  of 
Anne.  Immediately  in  front  stands  the  statue 
of  "  Father  Thames "  —  copied  from  the  well- 
known  work  of  the  elder  Bacon  in  the  Court- 
yard of  Somerset  House.  The  Hall-door  (which 
supplies  our  initial  letter)  is  of  very  elegant  and 
elaborate  workmanship.  The  Hall  is  surrounded 
by  an  open  gallery ;  the  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor  contain  little  to  interest,  except  the 
Chamber  and  Dressing-room  of  the  famous 
Duchess — the  room  in  which  her  descendant, 
the  late  venerable  Countess  of  Dysart,  also 
died.  Passing  a  small  Chapel,  the  Chambers 
on  the  upper  floor  are  reached  by  a  staircase 
of  peculiar  character  and  very  considerable 
beauty.  The  balustrades  are  of  walnut-tree, 
richly  carved  into  representations  of  armour 

and  military  trophies  of  various  countries  and  epochs.  The  State  Apartments  are,  as 
we  have  intimated,  little  changed.    On  either  side  of  the  Landing  are  the  State 

Bed-rooms — one  of  which,  containing  copies  in 
tapestry  of  some  of  the  Cartoons,  the  young 
Prince  Henry  is  said  to  have  occupied;  the 
bed  and  furniture  are  certainly  of  the  period. 
The  several  Drawing-rooms  contain  valuable  and 
interesting  relics  of  antiquity  ;  and  a  small  closet 
is  amazingly  rich  in  the  choicest  and  rarest 
objects  of  virtu — Miniature  Paintings  by  Philip 
Wouvermans,  carved  Frames  by  Grindling  Gib- 
bons, carved  Cupids  by  Fiamingo,  Conversation 
Scenes  by  Watteau,  Miniatures  by  Cooper — in 
short,  the  assemblage  here  is  of  immense  value 
and  of  surpassing  interest.  Among  its  other 
treasures  may  be  mentioned  a  Lock  of  Hair  of 
the  unhappy  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex  —  the 
authenticity  of  which  admits  of  no  dispute ;  a 
Prayer  book,  the  gift  of  Charles  the  First ;  and,  in  the  Library,  no  fewer  than  sixteen 
uninjured  Caxtons. 
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The  "Long  Gallery" — ninety-two  feet  in  length — is  hung  with  Portraits,  the  majority 
of  which  are  original  works  of  the  great  Masters  who  conferred  honour  and  glory  on 
the  Courts  of  the  First  and  the  Second  Charles.  Leading  from  the  Long  Gallery  is 
the  famous  "  Cabal  Chamber,"  *  the  chairs  and  tables  and  other  furniture  in  which 
have  been  untouched  since  the  notorious  "five"  here  met  in  secret  to  arrange  and 
carry  out  their  plans. 

So  unchanged  is  the  character  of  the  Mansion,  that  little  effort  of  imagination  will 
be  required  to  people  it  with  the  gay  courtiers  and  light  dames  of  the  reign  of  the 
second  Charles,  when  the  "  House  at  Ham  "  was  in  its  glory.  Every  object  it  contains  is 
in  keeping  with  the  period ;  of  modern  furniture  there  is  nothing ;  but  all  the  tables, 
chairs,  footstools,  fire-dogs, — from  things  of  curious  and  rare  value  down  to  the  minutest 
matters  of  daily  use, — are  of  an  age  gone  by.  This  advantage  is  mainly  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  since  the  Restoration  the  venerable  dwelling  has  had  but  few  occupants — 
two  of  them,  the  Duchess  of  Lauderdale  and  the  late  Countess  of  Dysart,  having  died 
there  when  their  years  numbered  upwards  of  fourscore.  According  to  Hume,  James  the 
Second  was  "  ordered  to  retire  to  this  house,"  on  the  arrival  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  in 
London,  but  "  thinking  himself  unsafe  so  near  the  Metropolis,  he  fled  privately  to 
France."  Subsequently  the  "  Manor  House  at  Ham "  ceased  to  possess  any  public 
interest ;  fortunately  there  has  been  no  wish  on  the  part  of  its  noble  owners  to  effect 
"  restorations "  of  any  kind ;  it  has  been  consequently  suffered  to  retain  its  solemn 
aspect  and  somewhat  gloomy  character ;  and  remains  a  striking  and  impressive 
monument  of  the  period  of  its  erection. 


*  The  ministry,  popularly  known  as  the  Cabal,  came  into 
power  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1667,  when  Clarendon  was 
turned  out  of  office,  and  impeached  by  Parliament.  That 
minister  had  raised  a  host  of  enemies  at  Court,  by  preserving  a 
state  and  decorum  foreign  to  their  reigning  habits.  Evelyn 
says,  "  He  kept  up  the  form  and  substance  of  things  in  the 
nation  with  more  solemnity  than  some  would  have  had.  The 
Parliament  had  accused  him,  and  he  had  enemies  at  Court — 
especially  the  buffoons  and  ladies  of  pleasure — because  he 
thwarted  them,  and  stood  in  their  way."  There  were,  however, 
grave  charges  brought  against  him  as  Chancellor,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  fly  the  kingdom,  dying  an  exile  in  France  about 
seven  years  afterwards.  The  ministry  that  succeeded  him 
consisted  of  five  noblemen,  the  initials  of  whose  names  formed 
the  word  Cabal,  to  which  their  actions  in  many  instances  too 
well  answered.  These  noblemen  were  Sir  Thomas  Clifford, 
first  commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  afterwards  Lord  Clifford 
and  high  treasurer  ;  the  Earl  of  Arlington,  secretary  of  state  ; 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  Lord  Ashley,  chancellor  of  the 


Exchequer,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  and  lord  chan- 
cellor ;  and  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale.  During  the  ascendancy 
of  these  ministers,  Charles  grew  more  reckless  than  ever. 
As  none  of  them  possessed  the  power  Clarendon  had  of 
restraining  him,  he  became  much  more  despotic,  treated 
Parliament  more  contemptuously,  and  allowed  himself  to 
become  the  pensioner  of  the  French  king. 

The  passing  of  the  Test  Act  in  1673  first  disunited  "  the 
Cabal,"  on  which  occasion  Clifford,  the  Popish  lord  treasurer, 
resigned  his  staff.  Soon  after  the  Prorogation  of  Parliament, 
on  the  fourth  of  November  in  the  same  year,  the  King  took 
the  great  Seal  from  Shaftesbury,  and  gave  it  to  Sir  Heneage 
Finch,  as  Lord  Keeper.  The  other  members  of  the  Cabal 
ministry,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  and  Lauderdale,  were  in 
seeming  odium  at  court ;  and  Clifford  was  unexpectedly  suc- 
ceeded by  Sir  Thomas  Osborn,  who  was  created  Lord  Treasurer 
and  Earl  of  Danby  ;  he  became  in  effect  prime  minister,  and 
the  Danby  administration  was  in  many  respects  more  iniqui- 
tous than  that  of  the  Cabal. 
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oseley  House.  This  ancient  Mansion — the  residence  of  James 
More  Molyneux,  Esq.,  the  lineal  representative  of  two 
families,  famous  in  old  times — although  sadly  impaired  by 
time  and  neglect — cannot  fail,  while  one  stone  remains 
above  another,  to  retain  the  interest  that  arises  from  vene- 
rable antiquity,  in  association  with  renowned  names.  It  is 
situated  about  two  miles  south-west  of  Guildford.  A  long 
Avenue,  perfectly  bare  of  trees,  leads  from  the  public  road 
to  the  House.    The  old  Hall  has  been  shorn  of  its  proud  and 


graceful  proportions ;  repairs  have  been  made  by  sloven  hands ;  parts  of  the  Moat 
have  been  filled  up,  but  so  coarsely,  as  to  seem  the  result  of  accident  rather  than  design. 
The  principal  approach  is  over  a  bridge  between  clumsy  stables  and  storehouses.  The 
odious  face  of  a  modern  clock  covers  the  antique  Horologe,  of  which  many  of  its  old 
admirers  make  honourable  mention  ;  the  Porch,  which  bears  the  date  of  1812,  over  which 
is  still  inscribed,  in  Roman  capital  letters,  the  sentence — 


is  of  a  nondescript  character,  utterly  out  of  keeping  with  the  structure ;  a  deformity 
which — following  absurdities  of  outhouses  and  unseemly  patches — carries  conviction  that 


Nor  is  the  impression  removed  upon  entering  the  venerable  Hall — venerable  only 
from  its  age — for  bad  taste  appears  to  have  studied  how  most  effectually  to  deface  it. 
A  patent  stove,  of  Birmingham  manufacture,  stands  a  few  feet  from  the  embayed 
window,  illuminated  with  the  "Household  Coats  of  the  Family,  emblazoned  in  the 
gorgeous  tinctures  of  Heraldry  on  the  glass ; "  a  "  thin "  Gallery,  which  the  gauntleted 
hand  of  one  of  the  grim  Knights  of  old  times  might  shiver  into  fragments  at  a 
single  blow,  leads  to  some  upper  chambers;  above  the  sturdy  arched  Doorway  hang 


"  INVIDIiE,  CLAUDOR,  PATEO  SED  SEMPER  AMICO," 


a 


Something  ails  the  place." 
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some  double-handed  swords,  glaives,  partisans,  and  rusty  helmets,  relics  of  the  once 
heroic  masters  of  the  place, — 

"  The  treasures  of  a  soldier,  bought  with  blood, 
And  kept  at  life's  expense," — 

mingled  with  the  bugles  of  a  brass  band,  and  the  drumsticks  of  a  corps  of  Yeomanry. 

These  unequivocal  signs  of  neglect  and  tokens  of  indifference  towards  ancient 
honours  and  long-ago  renown  are  mournful  indications — grieving  the  heart  of  the 
antiquary,  and  nullifying  the  belief  that  a  proud  name  is  a  noble  heritage  because 
a  stimulus  to  rivalry  in  honour  and  in  fame.  It  has  been  our  bounden  duty  thus 
to  notice  this  modern  vandalism — for  the  humblest  writer  may  contribute  somewhat 
to  increase  a  love  for  what  is  excellent  by  aiding  to  censure  what  is  evil. 

Of  its  internal  decorations  there  are  some  interesting  and  valuable  remains,  which 
have  neither  been  removed  nor  defaced.  Mr.  Shaw,  in  his  "Details  of  Elizabethan 
Architecture,"  publishes  an  engraving  of  the  beautiful  and  elaborately-carved  Chimney- 
piece  of  the  Dining  Room.  "  The  compartment  above  the  mantel  is  entirely  devoted  to 
a  very  full  display  of  heraldic  insignia,  recording  the  descent  and  alliances  of  the  family 

of  More ;  the  rich  effect  of  which  is 
increased  by  the  spirited  carvings  of 
the  styles,  and  of  the  six  variously- 
formed  panels  in  which  the  several 
shields  are  inserted.  These  ornaments 
are  all  executed  in  fine  stone,  and 
skilfully  wrought."  The  ceilings  at 
Loseley  are  also  of  remarkable  cha- 
racter. That  of  the  Drawing  Room 
is  especially  fine.  It  is  adorned  with 
"Gothic  tracery  and  pendant  corbels." 
In  one  of  the  cornices  is  inserted  a 
mulberry-tree,  on  one  side  of  which 
is  inscribed  "  Morus  tarde  Moriens ; "  on  the  other,  "  Morum  cito  Moriturum  " — being 
a  rebus  on  the  name  of  the  family.  The  ceiling  of  the  Bed  Room,  of  which  a  portion  is 
shown  in  the  wood-cut  annexed,  is  also  very  beautiful.  In  several  of  the  compartments 
are  introduced  the  Moor-cock  and  Moor-hen— badges  of  the  race  of  More. 

"The  Manor  of  Loseley,"  according  to  Mr.  Kempe,  in  his  introduction  to  "The 
Loseley  Manuscripts,"  *  "  bore  its  present  appellation  from  the  Saxon  times."  Osmond 

*  "  Manuscripts  and  other  rare  documents  illustrative  of  Molyneux,  Esq.,  at  Loseley  House,  in  Surrey.  Edited  by 
some  of  the  more  minute  particulars  of  History,  Biography,  Alfred  John  Kempe,  F.S.A.,  1836."  This  curious  and  very 
and  Manners,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  to  that  of  interesting  volume  contains  many  singular  documents,  "con- 
James  I.,  preserved  in  the  muniment  room  of  James  More  nected  with  passages  in  history  and  biography,  with  the 
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gave  it  to  King  Edward  the  Confessor ;  the  Conqueror  gave  it  to  Roger  de  Montgomery, 
Earl  of  Arundel  and  Shrewsbury,  a  stout  leader  of  the  Normans  at  Hastings  fight; 
and  after  passing  into  the  possession  of  various  persons  by  inheritance  or  purchase,  it 
was,  early  in  the  reign  of  the  Eighth  Henry,  bought  by  Christopher  More,  Esq.,  whose 
grandfather  was  Thomas  More,  of  Norton,  in  the  County  of  Derby,  Gent.,  with  whom 
the  pedigree  of  More  of  Loseley,  in  the  Books  of  the  Heralds'  College,  begins.  His  son 
and  successor,  William,  who  was  knighted  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester — "  the  Queen  being 
present  at  the  ceremony" — built  the  Mansion  at  Loseley,  commencing  the  work  in  1562 
— it  is  conjectured  "to  the  north  of  an  older  edifice."  It  was  evidently  intended  to 
form  three  squares  of  a  quadrangle,  if  not  a  complete  square.  The  centre  of  the 
building,  which  remains  to  this  day,  was  completed  in  1568.  The  Gallery  and  Chapel 
were  added  subsequently,  but  these  have  been  "  of  late  years  demolished."  The  accom- 
panying wood-cut  is  of  the  South  front ;  and,  fortunately  for  the  picturesque  effect  of  the 
subject,  a  group  of  trees  on  the 
lawn  conceals  from  view  the  un- 
gainly modern  porch,  and  some 
other  monstrous  additions  to  the 
venerable  building  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

To  Sir  William  More  succeeded, 
in  1600,  Sir  George  More,  who  had 
been  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth ; 
and  who,  under  James  the  First, 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Order  of  the 
Garter,  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
and  Receiver-General  and  Treasurer 
to  Henry  Prince  of  Wales.  The 

last  male  heir  of  the  Mores  dying  in  1689,  the  estate  devolved  to  Margaret  his  sister, 
who  married  Sir  Thomas  Molyneux,  Knight,  the  ancestor  of  the  present  possessor 
of  Loseley— a  name  even  more  renowned  than  that  with  which  thenceforward  it 
became  united. 

It  was  during  the  Lordship  of  Sir  George  More— between  the  years  1600  and  1632— 
that  the  history  of  Loseley  became  deeply  interesting,  as  associated  with  some  of  the 


entertainment  of  the  Court,  with  the  internal  regulations  of 
the  magistracy,  and  in  some  instances  with  the  minor  relations 
of  domestic  life  " — affording  very  considerable  help  to  arrive 
at  correct  ideas  and  just  estimates  of  the  state  of  society  and 
political  government  in  the  16th  and  early  part  of  the  17th 
centuries.  The  editor  intimates  that  the  manuscripts  were 
discovered  in  the  muniment  room  at  Loseley,  "  of  which  the 
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key  had  been  lost,  and  its  existence  disregarded  during  an 
interval  of  200  years."  One  of  its  earliest  documents  is  a 
summons  to  Christopher  More,  to  come  to  London  to  welcome 
Anne  of  Cleves,  with  six  servants  in  his  company,  to  ride 
amongst  other  gentlemen  in  "cotes  of  black  velvet,  with 
cheines  of  gold  about  their  neckcs,  and  with  gownes  of  velvet 
or  some  other  good  silke  for  their  chainge." 
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most  remarkable  events  and  illustrious  worthies  of  the  epoch.  The  famous  Dr.  Donne 
— Poet,  Scholar,  and  Divine — privately  married  the  daughter  of  Sir  George.  Donne  was 
at  that  time  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Egerton,  the  husband  of  the  Lady's  aunt. 
The  marriage  was  "to  Sir  George  so  immeasurably  unwelcome,"  that  he  successfully 
exerted  his  influence  to  procure  the  Poet's  dismissal  from  his  honourable  and  profitable 
service,  and  consigned  to  a  gaol  the  clergyman  by  whom  the  knot  had  been  tied.  His 
father-in-law — although  earnestly  intreated  in  a  letter,  still  preserved  at  Loseley,  "  so  to 
deal  in  the  matter  as  the  persuasions  of  nature,  reason,  wisdome,  and  Christianity 
should  dictate  " — separated  the  couple,  imprisoning  one  "  offender,"  and  involving  the 
other  in  a  tedious  and  ruinous  law-suit,  for  the  recovery  of  his  "  deare  life."  His  friend 
and  biographer,  exquisite  Izaak  Walton,  has  in  his  own  simple  and  natural  manner 
recorded  the  story  of  this  young  affection,  and  of  the  sad  trials  and  pecuniary  difficulties 
in  which  the  Poet  and  his  wife  were  for  a  long  period  involved;  presenting  us  with 
a  beautiful  though  a  mournful  picture  of  a  high  and  generous  mind  struggling  against 
the  most  galling  of  all  troubles;  to  him  the  more  intolerable,  because  of  her  whom 
he  had  "  transplanted  into  a  wretched  fortune,  which  he  laboured  to  disguise  from  her 
by  many  honest  inventions."  At  length,  however,  fate  was  not  only  borne  but 
conquered;  Dr.  Donne  entered  into  holy  orders,  became  a  prosperous  man — King's 
Chaplain  and  Dean  of  St.  Paul's — and  the  gates  of  Loseley  did  not  for  ever  remain 
closed  against  him.  Other  names — equally  immortal — are  associated  with  this  ancient 
house.  Sir  George  More  was  the  guardian  of  Lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury — the  Knight 
"  whose  chivalry  was  drawn  from  the  purest  founts  of  the  Fairy  Queen" — the  history  of 
whose  life  is  a  brilliant  romance. 

Queen  Elizabeth  paid  frequent  visits  to  Loseley  during  her  "  progresses ; "  and  among 
the  "  manuscripts  "  there  exists  a  letter,  not  very  complimentary  to  the  hospitality  of 
the  Mansion,  in  which  Sir  Anthony  Wingfield  warns  his  friend  Mr.  More  that  he  will 
find  the  visit  "a  very  great  trouble  and  hinderance,"  and  advises  him  how  to  get 
himself  excused  from  the  honour.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  her  Majesty  did  receive 
entertainment  there,  several  times.  There  are  letters  from  Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  in 
1583,  and  from  Lord  Hunsdon,  in  1591,  ordering  Sir  William  More  that  his  house  be 
"kept  sweete  and  cleane"  to  receive  her  Highness — and  the  former  intimates,  that  a 
past  excuse  will  not  again  serve  a  turn ;  "  for,"  writes  Sir  Christopher,  "  I  have  been 
heretofore  informed  that  you  had  some  sycke  of  the  infectione  the  last  yeare,  and  of 
other  dangerous  diseases  of  late  in  it,  w'ch  is  now  reported  here  as  a  misinformacion  arid 
for  otherwise  than  the  brute  (bruit)  declared."  The  letter  is  addressed  "  from  the  Court 
at  Otlands,  to  the  Right  w'ship"  my  very  good  frende,  Sr  Will'm  More,  Knight." 
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ston  Hall,  the  residence  of  James  Watt,  Esq  whose  name  has 

been  rendered  "  famous  for  all  time  "  by  the  genius  and  enter- 
prise of  his  great  father  —  is  situate  about  two  miles  from  the 
town  of  Birmingham,  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  the 
river  Tame.  Although  erected  during  the  reign  of  James  the 
First  and  his  successor,  it  is  certain  that  a  baronial  mansion 
previously  existed  adjacent  to  the  present  edifice  :  authorities 
are  conclusive  on  this  point,  and  its  site  was  indicated  until 
recently  by  some  venerable  trees,  the  relics  of  at  least  three 
centuries.  Prior  to  the  Norman  conquest  (according  to  Dugdale)  the  manor  of  Aston,  or, 
as  it  was  then  written,  Estone  or  East  Town,  was  possessed  by  Edwin  earl  of  Mercia. 
Upon  the  distribution  of  lands  which  followed  that  event,  it  was  bestowed  by  the  Conqueror 
upon  William  Fitz-Ausculf,  lord  of  the  neighbouring  castle  of  Dudley,  for  whom  it  was  held 
by  one  Godmund.  It  was  certified  to  contain,  at  that  time,  viii.  hides  of  land,  valued  at  100 
shillings,  a  mill  rated  at  iiis.,  a  church,  and  woods  extending  three  miles  in  length  and  half 
a  mile  in  breadth.  After  passing  through  the  hands  of  several  successive  lords  of  Dudley, 
it  was  presented  by  one  of  them,  named  Ralph  Someri,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
King  John,  to  William  de  Erdington  and  his  heirs  for  ever  ;  and  we  find  the  following 
curious  grant  respecting  it,  viz.  "  That  the  manour-house  and  demesne  at  Estone,  with 
divers  tenements  thereto  belonging,  should  be  held  by  him,  by  the  service  of  a  pair  of  gilt 
spurs,  or  the  value  thereof,  viz.  vid.,  payable  yearly  at  Easter,  for  all  services  or  demands 
whatsoever."  From  the  Erdingtons  it  passed  to  the  family  of  Maidenhache,  whose  daughter 
Sibel  conveyed  it  by  marriage  to  Adam  de  Grymesurwe,  whose  daughter  sold  it  in  1367 
to  John  Atte  Holt  of  Duddeston  near  Birmingham,  and  in  whose  family  it  subsequently 
continued  for  upwards  of  four  hundred  years.  Originally  of  the  people,  they  became  powerful 
and  wealthy  "  lords  of  the  soil,"  eminent  for  worth  and  probity,  and  occupying  offices  of  high 

trust  in  Warwickshire  and  the  neighbouring  counties.    Thomas  Holt  is  especially  mentioned 
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as  an  eminent  lawyer  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  ;  he  was  Justice  of  North  Wales, 
and  in  commission  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  native  county  during  the  greater  part 
of  that  monarch's  sovereignty.  To  this  "  worthie  gentleman  "  succeeded  his  son  Edward,  who, 
dying  in  the  thirty-fifth  of  Elizabeth,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Thomas,  who  was  Sheriff  of 
Warwickshire  in  the  forty-second  of  Elizabeth,  was  knighted  by  King  James  on  his  accession 
to  the  throne,  and  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  reign  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet. 
It  was  this  Sir  Thomas  who  enclosed  the  spacious  park,  and  erected  the  present  mansion. 
The  date  and  circumstances  of  the  building  are  thus  recorded  over  the  entrance  door- 
wav  :  — 

"  Sir  Thomas  Holte,  of  Duddeston  in  the  countie  of  Warwick,  Knight  and  Baronet,  began  to  build  this 
house  in  Aprill,  Anno  Domini  1618,  in  the  16th  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  King  James  of  England,  &c.,  and  of 
Scotland  the  one  and  fiftieth ;  and  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Holte  came  to  dwell  in  this  house  in  May,  in  Anno 
Domini  1631,  in  the  seaventh  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  soveraigne  Lord  King  Charles,  and  he  did  finish  this 
house  in  Aprill,  Anno  Domini  1635,  in  the  eleventh  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  the  sayde  King  Charles. 

"  Laus  Deo." 

We  may  hence  infer  that  "  Sir  Thomas  Holte  of  Duddeston,''  until  the  building  of  the 
mansion,  chiefly  resided  at  the  old  house  at  Duddeston,  which,  though  still  standing,  is  so 
completely  altered  that  barely  a  trace  of  its  ancient  character  remains.  It  is  now  used  as  a 
public  place  of  recreation  under  the  title  of  "  Vauxhall." 

Sir  Thomas  was  emphatically  a  good  man  and  a  loyal  subject.  He  endowed  alms-houses, 
which,  to  this  day,  give  shelter  to  some  aged  people  ;  and  though  too  old  to  appear  in  arms 
for  his  sovereign  during  the  wars  of  Charles  with  the  Parliament,  he  was  represented  by  his 
son  in  the  army  of  the  king,  whom  he  received  and  entertained  in  his  house  a  few  days  prior 
to  the  battle  of  Edgehill.  For  his  devotion  to  his  master  he,  of  course,  endured  persecution  ; 
heavy  fines  were  levied  on  his  estate,  and  his  mansion  was  more  than  once  plundered.  Sir 
Thomas  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson  and  heir,  Sir  Robert  Holt ;  subsequently  the  estate 
came  into  the  possession  of  Sir  Lister  Holt,  who,  dying  without  issue  the  8th  of  April,  1770, 
was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  brother  Charles,  from  whom  it  passed  into  the  family  of 
Bracebridge  ;  *  by  them  it  was  sold  a  few  years  ago  to  some  parties  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Warwick,  who  leased  it  to  its  present  occupier. 

The  mansion,  which  is  built  of  brick,  with  stone  quoins  and  dressings,  forms  three  sides 
of  a  square,  and  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  letter  E,  a  practice  which  originated  in 


*  Hutton,  in  his  "  History  of  Birmingham,"  states  that 
Sir  Lister  Holt,  taking  advantage  of  his  brother's  necessities, 
induced  him  to  cut  off  the  entail,  in  order  that  the  estate 
might  pass  away  from  his  family.  Thus,  he  adds,  "  an 
ancient  race,  which  sprung  from  the  anvil,  and  sported  upon 
an  estate  of  12,000Z.  a-year,  is  now  sunk  into  its  pristine 
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obscurity  ;  for  its  head,  Thomas  Holt  (perhaps  Sir  Thomas), 
at  this  day  (1812)  thumps  at  the  anvil  for  bread,  in  the  fabrica- 
tion of  spades  —  as  amiable  a  man  as  any  of  his  race ;  and 
the  only  baronet  who  ever  shaped  a  shovel  may  take  a  melan- 
choly ramble  for  many  miles  upon  the  lands  of  his  ancestors, 
but  cannot  call  a  single  foot  of  it  his  own." 


ASTON  HALL. 

compliment  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  not  altogether  in  disuse  during  the  reign  of  her 
successor.  The  eastern  or  principal  front  derives  its  principal  features  from  the  massive 
character  and  judicious  display  of  details  ;  and  a  highly  pleasing  effect  is  given  to  the  struc- 
ture by  its  gables,  numerous  picturesque  chimneys,  bay  windows  to  the  wings,  and,  especially, 
the  stately  grandeur  of  the  central  and  side  towers. 

The  south,  or  garden  front,  is  also  an  interesting  portion  of  the  structure  ;  the  appended 
vijjnette  affords  a  correct  idea 
of  it.  It  will  be  seen  that  its 
principal  feature  is  an  open  ar- 
cade, around  which  are  several 
antique  carved  seats,  so  placed 
as  to  facilitate  views  of  the  gar- 
den, with  its  quaint  and  vene- 
rable trees  and  shaded  walks. 
Passing  through  a  small  door  at 
the  termination  of  this  arcade, 
we  step  upon  a  noble  terrace, 
which  extends  the  whole  length 
of  the  back  or  western  front  of 
the  edifice.  From  this  point  we  obtain  an  unbroken  view  of  the  park  in  nearly  its  whole 
extent.  The  house  is,  from  this  side,  very  imposing,  from  its  great  width  and  massive 
character. 

Returning  to  the  principal  front,  passing  through  the  great  doorway,  which  is  ele- 
vated on  four  steps  and  is  of  good  character,  we  enter  the  great  hall.  It  is  richly  decorated  ; 
the  fireplace  is  remarkably  fine  ;  along  the  sides  are  ranged  various  old  pictures,  which, 
combined  with  antique  furniture  profusely  scattered  about,  take  us  back  to  the  days  of  its 
early  grandeur,  when  the  mansion  was  the  residence  of  a  true  and  hospitable  baronial  lord. 
The  apartments  are  fitted  up  in  good  keeping  ;  the  dining  and  drawing-rooms,  entered  from 
the  hall,  retain  their  ancient  aspects  ;  the  panelling  and  ceilings  are  in  excellent  preservation, 
the  chimneypieces  comparatively  unimpaired  by  time,  and  the  whole  interior  is  of  a  character 
sound  and  true. 

We  must  not  omit  to  mention  that  the  fine  oak  staircase  received  considerable  injury 
during  the  great  civil  war.  It  appears  that  a  cannon  was  fired  from  a  little  eminence  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  south  side  of  the  house,  the  shot  from  which,  after  passing  through 
two  strong  walls,  lodged  on  the  first  landing  of  the  great  staircase,  shattering  in  its  course  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  richly-carved  balustrade — which,  as  a  memorial  of  the  event,  has 
not  been  since  repaired. 
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The  house  is  reached  from  the  main  road  by  a  noble  avenue  of  finely-grown  trees  ;  these 
extend  for  nearly  half  a  mile. 
The  entrance  gates,  of  which 
we  append  an  engraving,  are 
directly  opposite  the  very  vene- 
rable church  ;  and  this  church 
must  be  associated  with  the 
mansion,  for  it  is  the  resting- 
place  of  nearly  all  its  ancient 
owners.  It  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  consists 
of  a  nave  with  north  and  south 
aisles,  a  spacious  chancel,  and 
a  substantial  tower,  surmounted  by  a  tall  spire,  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  nave.  The 
church  bears  evidence  of  being  built  at  two  distinct  periods,  or,  at  least,  of  having  undergone 
considerable  alterations,  We  find,  according  to  Dugdale,  that  the  south  aisle  vas  built  by 
Henry  de  Erdington  ;  for  in  the  12th  Edward  II.  he  gave  a  certain  rent-seek  of  vie?,  per 
annum  to  the  maintenance  of  the  gutter  betwixt  the  church  and  it.  In  this  grant  he  terms  it 
"Nova  capella  beatse  Marise  de  Aston  ;"  thus  proving  it  to  have  been  (with  the  north  aisle, 
which  is  precisely  similar)  erected  during  the  prevalence  of  the  decorated  style.  But, 
unfortunately,  owing  to  some  injudicious  repairs  a  few  years  since,  the  whole  of  the  win- 
dows, of  which  there  are  three,  on  each  side,  and  one  larger,  at  the  eastern  and  western 
ends,  were  deprived  of  both  mullions  and  tracery,  and,  no  doubt,  at  the  same  time  of  several 
interesting  portions  of  stained  glass,  of  which  we  have  a  description  in  Dugdale,  but  which  is 
now  nowhere  to  be  found.  This,  combined  with  the  loss  of  the  high-pitched  roofs,  gives  a 
poor  appearance  to  the  interior.  The  tower  and  spire  are  by  far  the  finest  portions  of  the 
building,  and  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  whole.  The  tower  is  of  four  stories,  with 
battlements  and  pinnacles  ;  but  its  chief  peculiarity  is  the  belfry  story,  which  is  decorated  on 
three  sides  by  six  long  and  narrow  compartments,  the  two  centre  ones  of  which  are  pierced,  and 
have  louvre  boards  for  the  better  distribution  of  sound  ;  on  the  fourth  or  south  side  are  only 
four  of  these  compartments,  the  space  for  the  two  others  being  taken  up  by  an  octagonal 
turret  staircase,  that  adjoins  this  portion  of  the  tower.  The  spire  is  octagonal,  plain,  but  of 
a  good  substantial  character ;  and  from  its  details,  with  those  of  the  tower,  which  exhibit  some 
deviations  from  the  true  principles  of  pointed  architecture,  we  may  safely  trace  their  erection 
to  the  early  portion  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

The  pillars  and  arches  of  the  nave,  of  which  there  are  four  on  each  side,  seem  to  belong, 
like  the  exterior,  to  a  transition  period,  as  their  general  character  is  decorated,  whilst  there 
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are  several  mouldings  that  may  be  ascribed  to  the  early  English  period.  Among  the  modern 
barbaric  "  restorations  and  improvements  "  to  which  this  fine  church  has  been  subjected,  may 
be  mentioned  the  plaster  ceilings,  the  altar-screen  of  Roman  design,  and  an  odious  assemblage 
of  pews  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  ;■  but  it  may  be  hoped,  from  the  good  spirit  that  has  lately 
directed  the  introduction  of  some  ancient  stalls  from  Leicester  at  the  entrance  of  the  chancel, 
a  richly-carved  lecturn,  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  establishment  of  a  choral  service,  that 
in  a  few  years  this  noble  edifice  may  resume  its  pristine  splendour  and  magnificence. 

In  monumental  architecture  this  church  will  be  found  to  possess  an  interesting  series. 
The  most  ancient,  from  the  character  of  its  design,  evidently  belongs  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
fourteenth  century ;  it  is  supposed  to  be  to  the  memory  of  one  of  the  now  extinct  but  once 
powerful  family  of  Arden.  It  is  an  altar-tomb  of  alabaster,  supporting  effigies  of  a  knight 
and  lady,  and  is  situated  against  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel.  Towards  the  eastern  end  of 
the  north  aisle  are  two  monuments  that  will  next  require  our  attention.  The  first,  an  altar- 
tomb,  around  the  side  of  which  are  angels  bearing  shields,  and  still  retaining  traces  of  their 
original  painting  and  gilding  ;  on  the  top  are  the  painted  effigies  of  William  Holt,  Esq.  and 
Joan  his  wife,  and  the  inscription  (now  obliterated)  originally  bore  the  date  of  1423. 
Against  the  north  wall,  near  this  tomb,  is  a  mural  monument  containing  the  effigies  of 
Edward  Holt,  Esq.  and  Dorothy  his  wife,  under  an  arch  of  Roman  design,  kneeling  one  on 
each  side  of  a  small  lecturn  or  desk.  This  monument  bears  the  date  of  1592.  In  the 
pavement  near  is  a  large  slab,  containing  the  effigies  in  brass  of  the  Thomas  Holt  and  his 
wife  Margaret,  who,  as  we  have  mentioned,  was  Justice  of  North  Wales  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Eighth.    The  next  monument  demanding  notice  is  situated  against  the  north  wall 

of  the  chancel,  and  forms  the  subject  of  the  accom- 
panying vignette :  it  is  of  a  bold  character,  but,  in 
its  minor  parts,  exhibits  a  sad  falling  off  in  execu- 
tion as  compared  with  the  more  ancient  ones  to 
which  we  have  referred.*  It  is  to  the  memory  of 
Edward  Devereux,  Esq.  of  Castle  Bromwich  Hall  in 
this  neighbourhood  (a  seat  now  possessed  by  the 
Earl  of  Bradford),  and  the  Lady  Katherine  his  wife, 
and  was  erected  a.d.  1627  :  it  bears  their  effigies, 
with  those  of  their  children,  painted  and  habited  in 
the  costume  of  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  There  arc  also  two  other 
monuments,  which,  though  not  immediately  connected  with  the  text,  may  not  be  left 
unnoticed.    One  of  these  bears  the  effigies  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Erdington  and  his  lady,  Joyce  ; 


*  For  the  several  drawings  which  accompany  and  illus- 
trate this  account  of  Aston  Hall  and  the  church,  we  are 
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of  Birmingham. 
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the  other  is  also  supposed  to  belong  to  a  member  of  the  same  family.  They  originally  stood 
in  the  south  aisle,  which  was  erected  by  their  ancestor,  Henry  de  Erdington,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  II.,  and  used  as  a  chanting  chapel  for  the  family,  but  were  removed  a  few  years 
since  to  their  present  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  chancel.  They  are  both  good  speci- 
mens of  the  monumental  sculpture  of  the  middle  ages. 

Recently  a  beautiful  memorial  window  of  stained  glass  has  been  erected  at  the  west  end  of 
the  south  aisle,  which  for  excellence  of  design  and  richness  and  harmony  of  colour,  is  hardly 
surpassed  by  the  best  specimens  of  ancient  days. 

Among  the  very  numerous  series  of  mural  monuments  with  which  this  church  abounds, 
we  need  only  observe  that  there  are  several  to  the  different  members  of  the  Holt  family,  and 
one,  in  particular,  to  the  good  and  worthy  knight  Sir  Thomas,  the  builder  of  the  present  hall ; 
but  from  their  wholly  unsuitable  character  for  a  Christian  temple,  and  from  their  abounding 
in  pagan  emblems  and  decorations,  they  serve  only  to  disfigure  the  walls  of  the  sacred  and 
verv  venerable  edifice. 


THE  BEAUCHAMP  CHAPEL, 

WARWICK. 


eauchamp  Chapel  ranks  among  the  most  exquisitely  beautiful  examples 
of  sacred  edifices  in  Great  Britain.  It  was  founded  by  that  famous 
Earl  of  Warwick,  who,  early  in  the  fifteenth  century,  upheld  the 
glories  of  his  line,  and  transmitted  his  abundant  honours  unimpaired 
to  his  posterity, — the  Talbots,  the  Dudleys,  the  Willoughbys,  the 
Grevilles,  and  the  Nevils* 

The  purpose  of  its  erection  was  to  supply  a  fitting  mausoleum  for 
the  noble  family  of  its  founder ;  yet  few  of  his  successors  are  there 
interred ;  for,  having  subsequently  become  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  the  Holy  Abbey 
of  Tewkesbury,  they  preferred  it  as  their  place  of  sepulture — and  the  great  Earl  is 
nearly  the  only  one  of  his  proud  and  lofty  race  whose  ashes  moulder  beneath  the  fretted 
roof  of  the  graceful  and  magnificent  structure.  It  was  commenced  21st  Henry  VI., 
and  finished  3d  Edward  IV. ;  occupying  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  and  costing 
£2,481  45.  Id. — an  enormous  sum,  of  which  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that, 
at  the  time,  "  the  value  of  a  fat  ox  was  135.  4d."  The  Chapel  was  not,  however, 
consecrated  until  the  15th  Edward  IV.,  when  John  Hales,  Bishop  of  Coventry  and 
Lichfield,  was  specially  commissioned  for  the  purpose  by  John  Carpenter,  Bishop  of 
Worcester. 

The  Church  of  St.  Mary,  Warwick — to  which  the  Beauchamp  Chapel  is  attached — is 
of  very  early  date.     Of  its  foundation,  prior  to  the  Conquest,  there  is  conclusive 


*  Richard  de  Beauchamp  was  born  on  the  28th  of  January. 
1381,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  Earldom  of  Warwick  in 
1401.  At  the  coronation  of  Henry  IV.,  he  was  created  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  being  then  only  19  years  of  age.  "  When 
scarce  more  than  a  youth,"  he  suppressed  the  rebellion  in 
Wales,  under  Owen  Glendower,  whose  standard  he  took  in 
battle.  During  the  whole  of  the  reign  of  the  fourth  Henry,  he 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent,  honourable,  and  useful  "  pil- 
lars of  the  state  ;"  and,  at  the  coronation  of  Henry  the  5th,  he 
was  constituted  Lord  High  Steward  ;  in  1415,  he  was  declared 
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Captain  of  Calais,  and  Governor  of  the  Marches  of  Picardy  ; 
subsequently,  he  became  tutor  to  the  young  Prince  Henry,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford — 14  Hen.  VI. — he  was 
appointed  Regent  of  France,  and  Lieutenant-General  of  the 
King's  forces  in  that  realm  and  the  Duchy  of  Normandy. 
He  died  in  the  Castle  of  Rouen,  April  30,  1439—17  Henry  VI. 
His  body  was  conveyed  to  England,  and  deposited  in  the 
Church  of  St.  Mary,  "  in  a  fair  chest  made  of  stone,"  until 
the  Chapel  was  prepared  for  its  reception. 
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evidence ;  for  in  "  the  Survey,"  it  was  certified  to  have  "  one  hyde  of  land  in  Myton. 
given  to  it  by  Turchil  de  Warwick,  which  land  was  then  valued  at  ten  shillings."  It  was 
made  collegiate  by  Hen.  de  Newburg,  first  Earl  of  Warwick  ;  and  his  son  Roger,  in 
1123,  largely  augmented  its  revenues. 

The  riches  and  piety  of  subsequent  Earls  of  Warwick  contributed  to  its  grandeur  and 
importance  ;  and  at  the  survey,  26th  Hen.  VIII.,  previous  to  the  dissolution,  its  revenues 
were  certified  to  amount  to  £334  2s.  3d.  A  fire,  in  1694,  destroyed  the  whole  of  the 
edifice,  except  the  choir  and  the  Beauchamp  Chapel ;  and  when  the  Church  was  rebuilt 
it  was  from  a  design  of  Sir  Christopher  Wren.  It  is,  nevertheless,  conspicuous  for  no 
architectural  beauty,  except  the  fine  proportions  of  its  Tower. 

The  choir — a  part  of  the  ancient  church — is  a  rare  example  of  the  architecture  of  the 
period.  It  was  built  by  Thomas  de  Beauchamp,  about  the  43rd  Edward  III. ;  and  his 
remains,  with  those  of  his  Countess,  a  daughter  of  Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  were 
interred  in  a  sumptuous  tomb,  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  edifice  erected  for  their 
reception.  Nearly  five  hundred  years  have  passed  since  the  Earl  was  laid  there,  and 
the  mason,  the  gilder,  and  the  sculptor,  laboured  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  great 
soldier,  who  led  the  van  at  Crecy,  bled  at  Poictiers,  "  did  great  service  in  a  sea-fight," 
"  warred  against  the  infidels,"  and  drove  a  besieging  army  from  before  Calais,  by  the  mere 
sound  of  his  name, — yet  the  monument  endures  almost  unimpaired  by  time ;  telling  its 
high  tale  of  glory  after  a  lapse  of  half  a  thousand  years.* 

A  vaulted  corridor  extends  from  the  transept  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  choir  on 
its  north  side.  This  has  been  divided  by  a  screen  of  blank  panelling,  and  the  eastern 
portion  formed  into  a  "Vestrie."  The  remainder  is  used  as  a  north  entrance  to  the 
Church,  having  also  an  entrance  into  the  Chapter  House.  This  building  is  hexagonal 
on  its  exterior  end,  and  is  now  appropriated  as  a  mausoleum,  to  which  those  who 
love  the  muse  will  resort  as  to  a  place  of  pilgrimage,  for  here  repose  the  earthly 
remains  of  that  "  servant  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  Chancellor  to  King  James,  and  friend 
to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,"  whose  name  will  be  as  imperishable  as  that  of  the  dear  brother 
of  his  heart,  whose  friendship  was  the  climax  of  his  fame,  and  the  consummation  of  all 
his  ambitious  hopes.  The  monument  to  the  memory  of  Fulke  Grevill  consists  of  a 
sarcophagus,  placed  beneath  a  heavy  canopy,  supported  by  Corinthian  columns.  It  is 
a  heavy  and  ungraceful  erection — rendered  picturesque,  however,  by  the  ancient  helmets 


*  Thomas  de  Beauchamp  died  of  the  pestilence  at  Calais, 
on  the  13th  of  November,  1370,  at  the  age  of  63.  He  had 
retired  from  public  life,  but  hearing  that  the  English  army, 
under  the  Duke  of  Lancaster,  lay  in  camp,  perishing  from 
famine  and  disease,  and  refused  to  fight  the  French,  by  whom 
they  were  surrounded,  he  instantly  embarked  for  France, 
where  his  "  bare  appearance  so  alarmed  the  enemy,  that  they 
commenced  an  instant  retreat."'  Recumbent  figures  of  the 
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Earl  and  his  Countess — finely  sculptured — are  laid  upon  the 
monument  which  occupies  the  centre  of  the  choir.  A  fine 
brass  of  his  second  son,  Thomas,  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  was 
preserved  from  the  fire  of  1694,  and  is  now  placed  against  the 
east  wall  of  the  transept,  and  near  the  entrance  to  the  Chapel. 
It  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  costume  of  the  period,  and 
has  been  engraved  in  Waller's  recent  publication. 
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and  glaives  laid  upon  it,  and  the  moth-eaten  banners,  and  rusted  armour,  that  hang  above 
the  tomb. 

The  entrance  to  the  Beauchamp  Chapel  is  by  a  descent  of  several  steps,  from  the 
south  transept  of  the  Church,  beneath  a  doorway  of  fmely-carved  stone — the  work  of  a 

native  artist,  "a  mason  of  Warwick,"  in  1704. 
Entered,  the  spectator  beholds  a  sepulchral  chapel, 
built  in  the  "  style  of  the  later  Gothic,"  of  limited 
extent — its  size  being  58  feet  in  length  by  25  in 
breadth,  and  its  height  being  32  feet — but  of  sur- 
passing beauty.  The  light  is  supplied  by  three 
large  windows  in  the  upper  part  of  the  side  walls 
(north  and  south),  on  the  west  by  a  window  which 
looks  into  St.  Mary's  Church,  and  by  a  large 
window  on  the  east.  Formerly,  they  were  all 
richly  adorned  with  painted  glass,  of  which  some 
valuable  relics  yet  remain.  The  east  window  is, 
however,  even  now,  nearly  perfect,  and  may  be 
considered  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  the  art 
to  be  found  in  the  kingdom.  "  Indeed,"  (we  quote 
from  a  writer  in  "  The  Antiquarian  and  Architec- 
tural Year  Book,")  there  are  few  windows  of 
painted  glass  remaining  in  ecclesiastical  or  other  build- 
ings in  England  that  can,  for  its  dimensions,  exceed, 
either  in  beauty  or  general  treatment,  this  Eastern 
Window  of  the  Beauchamp  Chapel."  Its  value  has 
been  diminished  by  carelessness  in  repairs  ;  some  parts 
having  been  displaced :  but  the  figures,  which  form 
its  primary  objects,  are  gorgeous  specimens  of  art, 
on  many  accounts  of  rare  value  to  the  antiquary. 
The  ceiling  of  the  Chapel  is  ornamented  with  groined 
ribs,  at  the  intersections  of  which  are  bosses  elegantly 
painted  and  gilt.  Old  oak  seats,  richly  carved,  antique 
desks,  niches — which,  according  to  Dugdale,  formerly 
held  images  of  gold,  each  of  the  weight  of  20  lbs. — and 
various  other  objects — minor,  though  of  considerable 
interest — demand  attention ;  but  their  examination 
may  be  postponed  until  a  small  oratory — of  exquisite 

beauty — has  been  inspected.    It  is  reached  by  a  short  flight  of  stone  steps — the  roof  is 
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fan-work,  groined — peculiarly  light  and  elegant ;  and  a  range  of  high  and  narrow 
windows  open  into  the  Chapel.  Scattered  about  are  some  reliques— save  for  their 
antiquity,  out  of  keeping  with  the  peaceful  and  secluded  character  of  the  small 
confessional— glaives  and  head-pieces— one  of  which  bears  indisputable  evidence  that 
the  wearer  died  not  in  his  bed.  From  this  oratory,  some  half-dozen  steps,  "  worn  by  the 
knees  of  fervent  devotees,"  afford  ascent  to  a  small  confessional,  formed  in  the  thickness 
of  the  south  wall  of  the  choir.  Both  these  interesting  objects  are  represented,  by  wood- 
cuts, on  the  preceding  page.  The  ceiling  and  sides  partake  of  the  elegant  character 
already  described ;  and  here  could  the  holy  father,  through  a  small  opening,  unseen, 
witness  the  elevation  of  the  Host,  or  listen  to  the  o'erburthened  penitent, 

The  grand  object  of  attraction  in  the  Beauchamp  Chapel,  however,  is  the  gorgeous 
tomb  of  its  founder.  It  is  an  altar-tomb,  of  Purbeck  marble,  bearing  the  recumbent  effigy 
of  the  Great  Earl,  in  fine  latten  brass,  gilt.  His 
head,  uncovered,  rests  upon  a  helmet,  and  at 
his  feet  are  a  Bear  and  a  Griffon.  The  tomb 
is  surmounted  by  one  of  the  few  "  hearses " 
that  yet  remain  in  our  churches.  It  consists 
of  six  hoops  of  brass,  kept  extended  by  five 
transverse  brass  rods,  on  which  formerly  was 
hung  a  pall  "  to  keep  the  figure  reverently  from 
the  dust."  Around  the  tomb,  in  niches,  are 
fourteen  figures,  in  "  divers  vestures,  called 
weepers  " — friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased, 
who  mourn  his  loss.  Between  each  weeper  are 
smaller  niches,  raised  upon  pillars,  containing 
whole  length  figures  of  angels,  holding  scrolls 
inscribed — 

%it  too  laus  et  gloria :  totunctts  mtscttcortoa. 

The  following  inscription  is  on  the  edge  of  the  tomb,  running  twice  round,  in  the  old 
English  character,  and  freely  interspersed  with  the  Earl's  crest,  the  bear  and  ragged  staff : — 

"  Preieth  devoutly  for  the  Sowel  whom  god  assoille  of  one  of  the  moost  worshipful  Knyghtes  in  his  dayes  of  monhode  and 
conning  Richard  Beauchamp  late  Eorl  of  Warrewik  lord  de  spenser  of  Bergavenny,  and  of  mony  other  grete  lordships,  whos  body 
resteth  here  under  this  tumbe,  in  a  fulfeire  vout  of  Stone  set  on  the  bare  rooch,  thewhich  visited  with  longe  siknes  in  the  Castel 
of  Roan  therinne  decessed  ful  cristenly  the  last  day  of  April  the  yer  of  oure  lord  god  M.  CCCCxxxxix,  he  being  at  that  tyme 
Lieutenant  gen'al  and  governer  of  the  Roialme  of  Fraunce  and  of  the  Duchie  of  Normandie.  by  sufficient  Autorite  of  oure  Sov'aigne 
lord  the  King  Harry  the  vi.  thewhich  body  with  grete  deliberacon'  and  ful  worshipful  condiut  Bi  See  And  by  lond  was  broght  to 
Warrewik  the  iiii  day  of  October  the  yer  aboueseide,  and  was  leide  with  ful  Solenne  exequies  in  a  feir  chest  made  of  Stone  in 
this  Chirche  afore  the  west  dore  of  this  Chapel  according  to  his  last  will  And  Testament  therein  to  rest  til  this  Chapel  by  him 
devised  i'  his  lief  were  made.  Al  thewhuche  Chapel  founded  On  the  Rooch,  And  alle  the  Membres  thereof  his  Executours  dede 
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fully  make  and  Apparaille  by  the  Auctorite  of  his  Seide  last  Wille  And  Testament  And  thereafter  By  the  same  Auctorite  They 
dide  Translate  fful  worshipfully  the  seide  Body  into  the  vout  aboveseide,  honured  be  god  therfore."* 

The  effigy  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  finest  works  of  this  class  executed  during 
the  middle  ages,  and  it  derives  additional  interest  from  the  fact  of  the  original  contract 
for  its  construction  being  still  in  existence.  Of  this  beautiful  work  the  late  C.  A.  Stothard 
executed  four  views,  in  his  magnificent  volume  on  the  Monumental  Effigies  of  Great 
Britain,  in  a  spirit  worthy  of  so  fine  a  subject.  He  ascertained  that  the  ponderous  figure 
of  latten  or  bronze  which  lay  upon  the  altar-tomb  was  loose,  and  with  considerable  effort 
succeeded  in  turning  it  over,  when  the  armour  at  the  back  was  found  to  be  as  carefully 
and  accurately  represented  as  in  front,  having  all  the  parts  of  a  suit,  its  straps  and 
fastenings,  displayed  with  singular  minuteness.  It  is,  in  this  respect,  a  perfectly  unique 
effigy,  and  of  great  value  to  the  historic  painter,  or  student  in  ancient  armour.  On  the 
preceding  page  we  have  given  the  two  views  of  the  effigy,  as  pictured  by  Mr.  Stothard. 

The  Chapel  contains  other  monuments  of  rare  beauty  and  exceeding  interest.  The 
most  remarkable  is  that  to  Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester — "  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Leicester" — and  his  Countess.  It  is  erected  against  the  north  wall,  and  consists  of  a 
heavy  canopy,  profusely  ornamented,  supported  by  Corinthian  pillars,  beneath  which  is 
an  altar-tomb  supporting  the  recumbent  figures — that  of  the  Earl  being  in  armour,  over 
which  is  a  mantle  bearing  the  badge  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter  on  the  left  shoulder,  the 
French  order  of  St.  Michael  on  the  left  breast,  and  the  Garter  is  round  the  knee — that  of 
the  Countess  is  attired  in  the  robes  of  a  Peeress,  a  circlet  of  jewels  round  the  head,  and 
wearing  the  high  ruff  of  the  period.  A  Latin  inscription  gives  us  in  full  the  proud  titles 
of  the  famous  favourite  of  the  "  Maiden  Queene,"  who  "  gave  up  his  soule  to  God  his 
Saviour  on  the  4th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  Salvation,  1588,"  and  informs  us  also 
that  "  his  most  sorrowful  wife,  Laetitia,  daughter  of  Francis  Knolles,  Knight  of  the  Order 
of  the  Garter,  and  Treasurer  to  the  Queen,  through  a  sense  of  conjugal  love  and  fidelity 
hath  put  up  this  monument  to  the  best  and  dearest  of  husbands." 


*  Dugdale  has  preserved  a  curious  and  interesting  document 
in  connexion  with  the  Chapel,  being  the  "  Covenants  of  Agree- 
ment between  the  Executors  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  viz.  Thomas  Huggeford,  Nich.  Rodye,  and  Wm. 
Berkswell,  and  the  severall  Artists  that  were  employed  in  the 
most  exquisite  parts  of  its  fabrick  and  ornaments — as  also  of 
the  costly  Tombe  before  specified,  bearing  date  xiii  Junii,  32 
H.  6." 

These  are  the  covenants  of  John  Essex,  Marbler  ;  Will. 
Austen,  Founder;  Thomas Stevyns, Coppersmith  ;  Bartholomew 
Lambespring,  Dutchman  and  Goldsmith.  John  Pnidde,  of 
Westminster,  Glasier,  further  covenanted  to  glase  all  the 
windows  in  the  new  Chappell  in  Warwick,  with  Glasse  beyond 
the  Seas,  and  with  no  Glasse  of  England ;  and  that  in  the 
finest  wise,  with  the  best,  cleanest,  and  strongest  glasse  of 
beyond  the  Sea  that  may  be  had  in  England,  and  of  the  finest 
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colours  of  blew,  yellow,  red,  purpure,  sanguine,  and  violet,  and 
of  all  other  colours  that  shall  be  most  necessary,  and  best  to 
make  rich  and  embellish  the  matters,  Images,  and  stories  that 
shall  be  delivered  and  appointed  by  the  said  Executors  by 
patterns  in  paper,  afterwards  to  be  newly  traced  and  pictured 
by  another  Painter  in  rich  colour  at  the  charges  of  the  said 
Glasier.  All  which  proportions  the  said  John  Prudde  must 
make  perfectly  to  fine,  glase,  eneylin  it,  and  finely  and  strongly 
set  it  in  lead  and  souder,  as  well  as  any  Glasse  is  in  England. 
Of  white  Glasse,  Green  Glasse,  black  Glase,  he  shall  put  in  as 
little  as  shall  be  needfull  for  the  shewing  and  setting  forth  of 
the  matters,  Images,  and  storyes.  And  the  said  Glasier  shall 
take  charge  of  the  same  Glasse,  wrought  and  to  be  brought,  to 
Warwick,  and  set  up  there,  in  the  windows  of  the  said 
Chapell ;  the  Executors  paying  to  the  said  Glasier  for  every 
foot  of  Glasse  ii  s.  and  so  for  the  whole  xci  li.  i  s.  x  d. 
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Of  the  other  tombs  "  of  note,"  may  be  mentioned  that  to  Ambrose  Dudley,  the  virtuous 
brother  of  Elizabeth's  Peer ;  that  to  the  infant  son  of  Robert  Dudley, — "  a  noble  impe,"  a 
"  childe  of  grete  parentage,  but  of  farre  greter  hope  and  towardnes ;"  and  that  to  the  Lady 
Katherine  Leveson,  one  of  the  Dudleys,  who  "  taking  notice  of  these  Tombes  of  her  noble 
Ancestors  being  much  blemisht  by  consuming  time,  but  more  by  the  rude  hands  of 
impious  people,  were  in  danger  of  utter  ruine  by  the  decay  of  this  Chapell,  if  not  timely 
prevented,  did  in  her  life  time  give  fifty  pounds  for  its  speedy  repair." 

In  all  respects  the  Beauchamp  Chapel  ranks  among  the  most  interesting  of  the 
venerable  Ecclesiastical  remains  yet  existing  in  Great  Britain.  Time  has  done  it 
little  injury ;  and  it  escaped  the  perils  incident  to  the  civil  war — when  all  external 
tokens  of  piety  were  considered  insults  to  the  Deity  they  were  designed  to  honour. 
Moreover,  its  history  is  nearly  perfect :  the  very  estimates,  bills,  and  discharges  of 
the  builders,  the  gilders,  and  the  glaziers  may  be  examined,  in  the  actual  presence  of 
the  works  they  executed  centuries  ago. 

Viewed  in  association  with  "  the  Castle,"  of  which  it  may  be  said  almost  to  form 
a  part,  its  importance  is  greatly  enhanced.  And,  in  reference  merely  to  actual  beauty 
of  the  design,  and  the  exquisite  character  of  the  work,  it  may  be  said  to  vie  with 
any  structure  of  the  kind,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  Europe. 
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harlecote — famous  in  association  with  the  early  history  of 
William  Shakspere — has  undergone  little  change  since 
he  who  was  "  for  all  time  "  wandered  along  the  thick- 
hedged  lanes.  So  primitive  is  the  "ancient  neighbour- 
hood," that  Fancy  may,  almost  unbidden,  call  up  the  old 
glories  of  the  place, — may  hear  the  voice  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lucy  chiding  his  keepers  for  the  loss  of  his  fallow-deer, 
and  the  half-suppressed  "  chuckle  "  of  an  unnoticed  by- 
stander who,  thereafter,  was  to  fill  the  world  with  his 
fame.  The  Mansion  seems  quite  unaltered  ;  the  village 
church  precisely  as  it  was  at  "  the  Reformation ; "  the 
humbler  dwellings,  of  red  brick,  are  only  a  little  older ; 
the  park  palings  merely  made  picturesque  by  over- 
growing lichen ;  and  the  Park,  as  well  as  the  "  sweet  Avon,"  exactly  as  they  were  two 
centuries  and  a  half  ago ;  the  one 
"  flowing  gently ;  "  the  other  sup- 
plying, as  of  yore,  many — 

"  An  oak,  whose  boughs  are  moss'd  with  age, 
And  high  top  bald  with  dry  antiquity  ;  " 

while  the  same  deer — "  dappled 
fools  " — only  look  more  conscious 
than  they  did,  of  assured  safety  in 

"  their  assigned  and  native  dwelling  place." 

Art  and  Nature  seem  both  to 
have  stopped  short  of  all  "im- 
provement ; "  there  has  been  no 

need  of  the  one  to  disturb  the  renown  which  the  locality  receives  from  the  other ; 
even  the  "  stocks  "  that  stand  under  a  group  of  "  Patrician  trees  "  at  Hampton  Lucy,  are 
suffered  to  die  of  natural  decay;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  the  "bonny  sweet  Robin," 
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whose  song  we  heard  from  the  hawthorn  in  the  churchyard  is  the  progeny  of  him  who 
sung  there  when  Elizabeth  was  queen,  as  that  the  lord  of  the  mansion  is  the  descendant 
of  that  very  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  who  sat  in  judgment  upon  the  youth  who 

"  obscur'd  his  contemplation 
Under  the  veil  of  wildness." 

This  unity  of  character  has  been  most  carefully  preserved  in  the  new  buildings  erected 
on  the  estate,  of  which  the  annexed  wood-cut  will  afford  evidence. 

It  is  difficult  to  descend  to  simple  facts 
while  describing  a  neighbourhood  so  sugges- 
tive of  thought — so  redolent  of  fancy.  The 
Lucys,  who  occupy  to-day  the  manor  in  which 
they  lived  three  hundred  years  ago — "  good 
old  English  gentlemen"  of  the  present,  as 
of  the  olden  time — have  inherited,  without 
break,  from  father  to  son ;  adding  little  to 
their  hereditary  property,  and  losing  no  part 
of  it  by  carelessness,  profusion,  or  vice ; 
generally,  they  seem  to  have  been  peaceable 
and  liberal  manorial  lords,  studious  to  make 
their  tenantry  prosperous  and  their  depend- 
ants comfortable;  dwelling  apart  from  the 
bustle  of  action,  and  the  stir  of  contentious 
life,  even  rumours  of  "  oppression  and  deceit " 
seem  rarely  to  have  reached  them ;  "  exempt  from  public  haunt,"  they  passed  their 
days  happily  and  slept  together — a  long  line  of  kindly,  if  not  great,  men — under  the 
roof  tree  of  the  little  church  where  monuments  loftier  than  their  own  ambitions  have 
been  raised  to  perpetuate  their  names* 

The  history  of  Charlecote  and  its  Lords,  is  given  with  great  minuteness  by  Dugdale. 
Charlecote,  Cheiiecote,  or  Cerlecote,  as  it  is  written  in  Domesday  Book,  was,  previous  to 
the  Conquest,  in  the  possession  of  one  Saxi,  but  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Mellent,  and  doubtless  came  from  him  to  Henry  de  Newburgh,  Earl  of  Warwick, 


*  While  standing  among  the  graves  of  generations  of  the 
family,  and  noting  down  the  words  in  which  were  recorded 
their  claims  to  live  in  memory,  we  heard  suddenly  from  a 
young  woman  who  guided  us  to  the  church — and  who  conveyed 
the  sad  intelligence  with  tearful  eyes — that  on  the  very  morn- 
ing of  our  visit  another  of  the  Lucys  had  been  summoned  to 
take  his  place  among  the  dead.  George  Lucy,  Esq.,  the  Lord  of 
Charlecote,  died  on  the  1st  of  July,  1845 — somewhat  suddenly ; 
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leaving,  however,  a  son,  not  yet  of  age,  to  inherit  the  honours 
and  estates.  The  circumstance  was  to  us  peculiarly  unfortu- 
nate ;  for  Mr.  Lucy  had  courteously  offered  to  supply  us  with 
all  the  information  in  his  power  to  give,  concerning  the  neigh- 
bourhood and  its  several  associations.  We  found  that  his  loss 
was  felt  in  the  cottages  almost  as  bitterly  as  in  the  mansion  ; 
and  obtained  certain  assurance  that  he,  like  his  progenitors, 
had  been  a  generous  landlord,  and  a  kind  friend  to  the  poor. 
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whose  son,  Roger,  (23rd  Henry  I.),  gave  half  a  hide  of  land  lying  in  Cherlecote,  with  the 
tithes  of  the  whole  lordship,  and  "  two  mills  "  to  his  newly  founded  Collegiate  Church  of 
Warwick.  He  also  enfeoffed  Thurlestane  de  Montfort  of  large  possessions  in  this  county,  • 
whose  son,  Henry,  with  Alice  de  Harecourt,  the  widow  of  Robert  de  Montfort,  his  elder 
brother,  gave  all  the  village  of  Cherlecote  to  Walter  the  son  of  Thurlestane  de  Cherlecote, 
which  grant  was  confirmed  to  him  and  his  heirs  by  letters  patent  from  Richard  the  First, 
with  divers  immunities  and  privileges  thereto  :  all  of  which  were  ratified  by  King  John, 
in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign.  From  this  Walter  de  Cherlecote  (who  was  a  knight), 
by  Cecily,  his  wife,  descended  William,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Lucy,  she  perhaps  being 
heir  to  some  branch  of  that  family. 

Our  space  may  be  better  occupied  than  in  carrying  their  history  from  this  remote  age 
to  the  present  day. 

The  Mansion  was  erected  in  1558,  by  Thomas  Lucy,  who,  in  1593,  was  knighted  by 

Queen  Elizabeth.  It  stands  at  a  short  distance  from, 
and  at  some  little  elevation  above,  the  river  Avon. 
The  building  occupies  three  sides  of  a  quadrangle, 
the  fourth  being  formed  by  a  handsome  central  Gate- 
house, which,  with  its  octangular  turrets  and  oriel 
window,  constitutes  an  interesting  portion  of  the  fa9ade, 
and  as  seen  in  the  accompanying  view,  backed  out  by 
the  Mansion  and  connected  by  the  terrace  wings, 
presents  a  very  pleasing  and  picturesque  appearance. 
The  House  retains  its  gables  and  angular  towers, 
but  has  suffered  from  the  introduction  of  the  large  and 
heavy  sash-windows  of  the  time  of  William  III.,  or 
George  I.  The  entrance  porch  runs  the  whole  height  of  the  building,  and  is  ornamented 
by  pilasters  and  a  pierced  parapet,  having  over  the  arched  entrance  the  family  arms 
and  the  crest  at  each  angle.  From  this  porch  or  loggia,  you  enter  the  Hall,  of 
which  Washington  Irving  in  the  "  Sketch-book "  gives  a  graphic  description  as  it 
existed  at  the  period  of  his  visit.  The  present  apartment,  however,  forms  a  portion 
of  the  extensive  alterations  and  additions  carried  into  effect  by  the  refined  taste  of 
the  late  Mr.  Lucy.  The  "  Gallery "  and  "  Organ "  are  gone,  but  the  large  and  lofty 
proportions  of  the  room,  as  also  the  huge  Bay  Window,  are  preserved.  The  interior — 
of  which  we  have  given  an  engraving — will  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  this  fine  Hall. 
In  the  centre,  on  a  highly  polished  marble  floor,  stands  a  most  elaborate  and  splendid 
table,  purchased  at  the  price  of  1500  guineas  from  the  late  Mr.  Beckford's  collection  at 
Fonthill,  composed  of  lapis  lazuli,  jasper,  &c,  intermixed  with  the  rarest  marble :  it 
is  a  worthy  rival  to  that  at  Warwick  Castle.    The   room  contains  many  family 
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portraits — the  most  interesting  of  the  collection  being  one  which  represents  Sir  Thomas, 
his  lady,  and  his  children,  painted  by  Cornelius  Jansen  * 

The  Fire-place  is  modern,  but  of  Elizabethan  design,  and  finely  carved.  Above 
are  busts  of  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  the  elder,  and  his  son,  and  in  the  centre  is  one  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  The  chairs,  tables,  &c,  are  all  handsome,  and  strictly  according  in  style 
with  the  Hall,  which  is  connected  by  folding-doors  with  a  fine  oak  staircase.  The  new 
apartments  consist  of  a  dining-room  and  drawing-room,  serving  also  as  a  library. 

From  the  House  we  cross  the  quadrangle.  This  is  laid  out  as  an  ornamental  flower- 
garden,  with  very  charming  effect.  From  thence  the  Park  is  entered,  which  is  agreeably 
diversified  by  hill  and  dale,  wood  and  water.  The  Avon  winds  its  way  irregularly 
through  the  plain,  while  ever  and  anon  the  "  careless  herd  "  come  sweeping  by,  calling 
up  involuntarily  to  the  mind  remembrances  of  the  "  melancholy  Jaques  "  and  his  sad 
musings,  as,  in  "  the  forest  of  Arden," 

"  he  lay  along 
Under  an  oak,  whose  antique  root  peeps  out 
Upon  the  brook  that  brawls  along  the  wood." 

Under  a  close  avenue  of  trees  a  private  walk  leads  to  a  corner  of  the  Park,  where, 
snugly  embosomed  among  "  scented  limes  "  stands  the  little  Church  of  Charlecote — 

with  its  belfry,  simple  as  a  dove- 
cote, and  its  somewhat  grotesque 
exterior. 

There  are  three  monuments — 
each  being  of  an  elaborate  and 
costly  character,  with  no  incon- 
siderable pretensions  to  merit  as 
works  of  art.  The  one  nearest  the 
altar  is  that  of  the  Sir  Thomas  Lucy 
who  is  reported  to  have  "threat- 
ened "  Shakspere  with  punishment 
for  deer-stealing,  and  is  said  to 
have  been  the  object  of  a  lampoon 
penned  by  the  "  immortal  bard."  f    The  grave  underneath  contains  also  the  ashes  of  his 


*  The  painting  is  so  well  described  by  Washington  Irving 
that  we  quote  his  words  : — 

"  The  picture  gives  a  lively  idea  of  the  costume  and  manners 
of  the  time.  Sir  Thomas  is  dressed  in  ruff  and  doublet ;  white 
shoes  with  roses  in  them,  and  has  a  peaked  yellow,  or,  as 
Master  Slender  would  say,  a  cane-coloured  beard.  His  lady  is 
seated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  picture,  in  wide  ruff  and  long 
stomacher,  and  the  children  have  a  most  venerable  stiffness  and 
formality  of  dress.    Hounds  and  spaniels  are  mingled  in  the 


family  group ;  a  hawk  is  seated  on  his  perch  in  the  foreground, 
and  one  of  the  children  holds  a  bow  ;  all  intimating  the  knight's 
skill  in  hunting,  hawking,  and  archery,  so  indispensable  to  an 
accomplished  gentleman  in  those  days." 

t  It  is  now  generally  admitted,  however,  that  the  lines 
beginning — 

"  A  parliament  member,  a  justice  of  peace, 
At  home  a  poor  scarecrow,  in  London  an  asse," 
were — neither  the  whole  nor  a  part — written  by  Shakspere, 


CHARLECOTE. 


lady.  They  are  represented  in  the  usual  recumbent  posture,  on  a  tomb  of  variegated 
marble,  their  hands  uplifted  in  prayer.  He  is  clad  in  armour,  the  lady  in  the  ruff 
and  dress  of  the  period.  Two  smaller  figures  are  kneeling  below,  and  a  tablet  of 
black  marble  in  the  recess  above  their  tomb  has  the  following  touching  and  beautiful 
inscription : — 

"  Here  entombed  lyeth  the  Lady  Joyce 
Lucy,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  Cherle- 
cote,  in  the  County  of  Warwick,  Knight, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Acton,  of  Sutton, 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  Esquire,  who 
departed  out  of  this  wretched  world  to  her 
heavenly  kingdome,  the  tenth  day  of  February 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1595,  and  of  her 
age  lx  and  three.  All  the  time  of  her  life  a 
true  and  faithfull  servant  of  her  good  God, 
never  detected  of  any  crime  or  vice  ;  in  reli- 
gion most  sound  ;  in  love  to  her  husband 
most  faithfull  and  true  ;  in  friendship  most 
constant ;  to  what  in  trust  was  committed  to 
her  most  secret  ;  in  wisdome  excelling  ;  in 
governing  of  her  house  and  bringing  up  of 
youth  in  the  feare  of  God  that  did  con- 
verse with  her,  most  rare  and  singular.  A 
great  maintainer  of  hospitality ;  greatly 
esteemed  of  her  betters  ;  misliked  of  none  unless  of  the  envious.  When  all  is  spoken  that  can  be  said,  a  woman  so  furnished 
and  garnished  with  virtue  as  not  to  be  bettered,  and  hardly  to  be  equalled  by  any.  As  she  lived  most  virtuously,  so  she  dyed 
most  godly.    Set  down  by  him  that  best  did  know  what  hath  been  written  to  be  true.  a  THOMAS  LUCY." 


Except  the  effigy,  there  is  no  tribute  of  any  kind  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Thomas 
himself.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  chancel,  in  a  small  vestry,  or  chapel,  stands  the 
tomb  of  his  son  Thomas,  erected  by  Dame  Constance,  his  lady,  daughter  and  heiress  to 
Richard  Kingsmill ;  but  having  no  inscription.  It  is  one  of  the  painted  monuments  of 
the  period,  and  represents  him  armed,  and  in  the  usual  recumbent  attitude.  On  a 
pedestal  in  front,  is  a  smaller-sized  kneeling  effigy  of  his  lady,  and  in  two  panels,  one  on 
either  side,  are  the  figures  of  eight  daughters  and  six  sons  in  low  relief.  In  the  chancel, 
also,  is  another  monument  carved  very  elaborately;  where,  under  marble  pillars  and 


the  lampoon  containing  no  indications  of  genius  ;  it  is  a  libel 
on  the  memory  of  the  poet  to  assert  that  they  were  the  offspring 
ofhismind — tosaynothing  of  the  "poorspite"  they  would  have 
manifested, — a  feeling  totally  away  from  so  great  a  soul.  The 
story  of  Shakspere's  early  transgression  and  its  consequences  is 
thus  related  by  Rowe  :  "  An  extravagance  that  he  was  guilty  of 
first  forced  him  out  of  his  country,  and  that  way  of  living 
which  he  had  taken  up  ;  and  though  it  seemed  at  first  to  be  a 
blemish  upon  his  good  manners,  and  a  misfortune  to  him,  yet  it 
afterwards  happily  proved  the  occasion  of  exerting  one  of  the 
greatest  geniuses  that  ever  was  known  in  dramatic  poetry.  He 
had,  by  a  misfortune  common  enough  to  young  fellows,  fallen 
into  ill  company,  and,  amongst  them,  some  that  made  a  frequent 
practice  of  deer-stealing,  engaged  him  more  than  once  in  rob- 


bing a  park  that  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,  of  Charlecote, 
near  Stratford  ;  for  this  he  was  prosecuted  by  that  gentleman, 
as  he  thought  somewhat  too  severely  ;  and,  in  order  to  revenge 
that  ill-usage,  he  made  a  ballad  upon  him."  That  Shakspere 
engaged  in  a  frolic  similar  to  the  one  related  of  him,  is  by  no 
means  improbable  ;  freaks  of  the  kind  are  common  enough  to 
"  young  fellows  ;"  and  although  it  is  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  poet  took  part  in  this,  from  any  motive  other  than  that 
love  of  risk  and  adventure  inseparable  from  great  minds  in 
the  bud,  we  may  readily  believe  tradition  to  be  in  the;  main 
correct.  That  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  was  not  a  man  of  even  poor 
understanding  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  epitaph  to  the 
memory  of  his  wife. 


CHARLECOTE. 


arches,  are  the  figures  of  his  son  Thomas  and  Alicia  his  wife,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Thomas  Spenser,  Esq.,  of  Claverdon.  The  figures  are  gracefully  disposed,  and  most 
beautifully  executed ;  all  the  details  being  highly  finished.  Behind,  on  one  panel,  is  a 
bas-relief  of  a  figure  on  horseback,  and  in  a  corresponding  niche  are  sculptured  shelves, 
on  which  are  placed  the  works  of  various  authors,  the  central  niche  being  occupied  by 
a  very  long  Latin  inscription,  recording  his  virtues  and  death,  which  happened  the  8th 
December  1640.  A  further  inscription  states  that  the  monument  was  erected  by  his  lady. 

In  the  church  there  are  a  circular  plain  font,  apparently  of  very  early  date ;  two 
small  brasses  of  the  16th  century,  on  the  floor  of  the  nave,  and  two  bells  in  the  wooden 
turret,  one  bearing  the  date  of  1625.    Beyond  these  it  contains  nothing  worthy  of  notice. 

Yet,  as  long  as  one  stone  shall  stand  upon  another,  will  the  little  plain  Church  of 
Charlecote  be  linked  with  a  glorious  memory  of  the  past;  the  lofty  trees  that  grow 
around  it  conceal  it  effectually  from  sight ;  not  so  the  Hall,  which,  standing  on  a  gentle 
elevation  above  the  Avon,  is  seen  from  all  points  of  the  adjacent  scenery.  It  adjoins 
the  pretty  village  of  Wellsbourne ;  near  to  which,  on  the  road  between  Warwick  and 
Stratford,  commences  a  double  avenue  of  finely-grown  elm-trees,  which  reaches,  for  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  public  road,  to  the  house ; — from  Warwick  it  is  distant  six 
miles,  and  from  Stratford  five.    The  Avon  winds  immediately  around  the  mansion, 


Every  step  to  the  pilgrim  seems  "  hallowed  ground ;"  he  crosses  the  bridge,  built  by 
Sir  Hugh  Clopton  during  the  reign  of  the  7th  Harry,  and  is  at  once  "  at  home  "  with 
Shakspere,  who  must  have  trodden  upon  these  stones  daily  when  a  boy,  and  passed  them 
often  during  his  occasional  visits  to  his  birth-place,  or  when — "  good  easy  man" — he 
retired  hither  from  busy  life,  to  die  like  the  deer  where  he  was  roused.  The  very 
mystery  in  which  his  whole  career  seems  inextricably  involved,  gives  the  fancy  greater 


through  the  Park ;  close  to  the  entrance-gate  it  is 
crossed  by  a  pretty  bridge,  which  heightens  the 
striking  effect  of  the  landscape. 


The  whole  neighbourhood,  indeed,  between  Wells- 
bourne  and  Stratford,  is  full  of  beauty ;  the  land  seems 
passing  rich ;  while,  here  and  there,  distant  glances  are 
caught  of  the  Avon,  or  it  accompanies  the  wayfarer 
along  the  road ;  there  are  few  more  delightful  walks 
in  England — and  none  so  pregnant  with  "  happy  and 
glorious  "  associations.  Amid  these  dells  and  by  these 
hill-sides,  was  Shakspere  taught  of  Nature. 


Here,  as  with  honey  gathered  from  the  rock, 
She  fed  the  little  prattler,  and  with  songs 
Oft  sooth'd  his  wondering  ears  ;  with  deep  delight 
On  her  soft  lap  he  sat  and  caught  the  sounds." 
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freedom :  there  is  no  check  upon  imagination  as  we  tread  the  streets  of  the  Avon's 
old  town  of  Stratford,  muse  in  the  small  chamber  where  he  was  born,  think  in  the 
school-house  where  he  was  taught,  or  ponder  in  the  church  where  his  bones  have 
lain  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  "  unmoved." 

Yet  the  often-quoted  passage  from  Steevens  is  almost  as  correct  to-day  as  it  was  when 
he  wrote  it — notwithstanding  every  "  hole  and  corner  "  in  England  has  been  ransacked  in 
the  hope  to  find  something  that  concerns  him — "  all  that  is  known  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  concerning  Shakspere  is — that  he  was  born  at  Stratford-upon-Avon — married, 
and  had  children  there — went  to  London,  where  he  commenced  actor,  and  wrote  poems 
and  plays — returned  to  Stratford,  made  his  will,  died,  and  was  buried." 

Of  all  the  poet  wrote,  during  a  long  and  busy  life,  no  scrap  remains  to  our  time ; 
and  of  his  autographs  but  five  are  known  to  exist,  three  of  which  are  affixed  to  his  will 
in  the  Prerogative  Office,  Doctors'  Commons.  One  of  the  latter  is  written  in  one  corner  of 
the  three  sheets  of  paper  which  form  that  document,  and  is  much  injured  in  consequence, 
the  christian  name  only  being  in  any  degree  perfect ;  the  other  two  are  rather  cramped 
in  style,  and  one  is  much  confused  in  the  last  letters,  as  if  an  error  had  been  made  in  the 
spelling.  The  finest  and  clearest  autograph  is  that  upon  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Montaigne 
of  Florio,  in  the  British  Museum,  which  has  been  known  but  a  few  years,  and  was 
secured  to  the  National  Library  at  the  cost  of  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fifth  is  in  the 
Library  of  the  City  of  London  at  Guildhall,  affixed  to  a  deed  of  bargain  and  sale  of  a 
dwelling-house,  in  the  precinct  of  Blackfriars,  to  one  Henry  Walker,  dated  11th  March 
1613 ;  it  is  written  on  the  slip  of  parchment  inserted  to  hold  the  seal,  and  is  therefore 
cramped ;  it,  however,  cost  the  Corporation  of  London  forty-five  pounds  more  than  was 
paid  for  that  now  in  the  British  Museum.  There  was  a  sixth  known  to  be  in  existence 
to  the  counterpart  of  this  deed,  of  which  a  fac-simile  was  published  by  Malone,  and 
which  came  into  the  possession  of  Garrick,  at  whose  death  it  could  not  be  found. 

The  small  chamber  of  the  humble  house  in  which  he  was  born  is  still  preserved, 
comparatively  unimpaired.  It  stands  in  Henley-street,  and  is  kept  as  "  a  show  house," 
by  an  aged  woman  who  lives  in  the  back  apartments.  It  was  some  years  ago  a  butcher's 
shop,  and  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Hart,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Shakspere  by  his  sister's 
side,  who,  upon  leaving  the  house,  whitewashed  the  room  to  obliterate  the  names  which 
were  pencilled  over  the  walls  by  the  many  visitors.  As  this  was  done  "at  the  last 
pinch  "  in  the  evening  before  quitting,  no  size  was  mixed  with  the  wash,  and  the  next 
occupant,  with  great  patience,  re-washed  the  walls,  took  off  the  coat  of  white,  and  the 
pencilled  names  became  again  visible;  among  them  are  those  of  Byron,  Scott,  the 
Countess  Guccioli,  Washington  Irving,  and  a  host  of  others  ;  the  effect  of  the  pencilling 
upon  the  walls  and  ceiling,  which  is  very  low,  is  singularly  curious :  it  looks  as  if  they 
were  covered  with  fine  spider-web,  so  very  close  is  the  writing  of  the  various  names. 

Of  Shakspere's  house,  "  New  Place,"  where  he  retired  after  the  turmoil  of  London  life, 
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in  the  gardens  of  which  he  planted  the  famous  mulberry-tree,  and  from  whence  he  was 
borne  to  his  last  home  in  the  venerable  church,  was  totally  destroyed  in  1757  by  a 
certain  "  Rev.  Mr.  Gastrell,"  whose  want  of  reverence  to  all  the  world  holds  dear,  will 
ever  deprive  his  name  of  any  other  share  of  it  than  the  prefix  it  bears.  The  whole 
history  of  the  transaction  is  disgraceful  in  the  highest  degree — the  more  so  as  the  man 
was  in  holy  orders.  The  house  was  sold  to  him  in  1751,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Hugh 
Clopton,  who  had  resided  in  it.  Five  years  afterwards,  Gastrell  became  tired  of  showing 
the  mulberry-tree,  which  Sir  Hugh  delighted  in  possessing,  and  by  way  of  saving  himself 
any  further  trouble,  as  well  as  to  vex  the  Stratford  people,  with  whom  he  was  not  on 
good  terms,  he  cut  it  down,  and  sold  it  for  firewood.  In  the  year  following  he  rased  the 
house  to  the  ground  for  the  most  discreditable  of  reasons — a  refusal  to  pay  poor's  rates. 

But  the  church — the  church  in  which,  in  1564,  he  was  baptised,  and  where  in  1616, 
just  52  years  afterwards,  he  was  buried — still  exists,  not  only  uninjured  but  skilfully  and 
judiciously  renovated.  Here  the  great  object  of  attraction  is  the  famous  bust,  "  by 
Gerard  Johnson."  It  was  executed,  doubtless,  by  a  literal  copyist,  who,  if  he  had  not 
the  high  talent  of  a  great  sculptor  who  endows  his  work  with  traces  of  the  mind,  will, 
at  least,  faithfully  preserve  all  peculiarities  of  form  and  feature.  The  head  as  here  given, 
if  not  lit  up  with  the  soul  of  the  great  Poet,  is  not  unworthy  of  his  calmer  moments ; 
the  forehead  is  ample,  and  the  brain  large,  well-developed,  and  altogether  characteristic 
of  that  evenness  of  temper  which,  combined  with  unequalled  genius,  gave  him  the  title 
of  "  the  gentle  Shakspere."  The  great  breadth  of  the  upper  lip,  which  might  be  objected 
to  as  unnatural,  finds  its  fellow  in  that  of  another  genius,  the  Shakspere  of  the  North — 
Walter  Scott. 

The  "  bones "  moulder  underneath  the  chancel ;  and  the  memorable  inscription 
remains  uninjured  upon  the  slab, — 

"  Good  frend,  for  Jesus  sake  forbear, 
To  digg  the  dust  encloased  hear ; 
Blest  be  ye  man  yt  spares  the  stones, 
And  cvrst  be  he  yt  moves  rny  bones."  * 

Although  the  history  of  Shakspere  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  our  subject 
— a  visit  to  Charlecote,  the  seat  of  the  Lucys  —  it  was  impossible  to  consider  the 
neighbourhood  apart  from  the  great  genius  who  has  made  it  famous  for  all  time. 


*  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  most  intelligent  gentleman  of  Stratford, 
who  has  given  much  time  and  thought  to  all  subjects  connected 
with  Shakspere's  history,— and  by  whom  we  had  the  advantage 
of  being  accompanied  to  the  church — directed  our  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  formerly  a  charnel-house  adjoined  the  chancel, 
from  which  there  was  a  communicating  door.  Here  the  bones 
of  the  neglected  or  forgotten  were  gathered : 

"  The  vault 

To  whose  foul  mouth  no  healthsome  air  comes  in, 
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#    #    #    *    *    *  an  ancient  receptacle, 
Where  for  these  many  hundred  years,  the  bones 
Of  all  my  buried  ancestors  are  packed." 

And  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely  that  the  frequent  contemplation 
of  a  scene  so  humiliating,  and  of  objects  so  revolting,  may 
have  induced  the  anathema, 

"  Cvrst  be  he  yt  moves  my  bones." 


CHARLTON  HOUSE, 


WILTSHIRE. 


harlton  House,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berkshire,  stands  in  the 
centre  of  a  spacious  park,  a  short  distance  from  the  ancient  town  of 
Malmesbury.  The  manor  in  "old  times"  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Malmes- 
bury,  and  subsequently  passed  to  the  family  of  Knevit.  Thomas  Howard, 
the  first  Earl  of  Suffolk,*  having  married  Catherine,  eldest  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Knevit,  the  estates  became  the  property  of  that  noble  house ;  and  the  Earl, 
soon  after  entering  into  possession,  commenced  building  the  mansion  we  here  engrave.  It 
is  considered  an  excellent  example  of  the  style  of  architecture  of  the  time  of  James  I. ;  the 
house  was,  however,  enlarged  and  modernised  by  Henry  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berks,  who  was 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern  Department,  in  the  reign  of  George  III.  The  principal 
front  is  ancient,  with  the  exception  of  the  attic  over  the  centre  portion  between  the  two  towers. 
A  plan  of  the  building  preserved  by  the  family  shews  the  colonnade  quite  open,  and  forming 
one  side  of  a  large  quadrangular  court,  sixty-five  feet  square,  in  the  centre  of  the  building : 
at  the  end  of  this  court  was  the  porch  leading  into  the  entrance-hall,  which  appears  to  have 
been  in  the  style  of  Inigo  Jones  (the  reputed  architect  of  the  building).  This  court-yard 
is  now  enclosed,  and  is  formed  into  a  saloon,  which  still  remains  unfinished,  the  works  before 
their  completion  having  been  suddenly  interrupted,  probably  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  in 
March  1799. 

The  only  portion  of  the  interior  retaining  its  original  character  is  the  gallery ;  it  runs 
through  the  whole  front  of  the  building  immediately  over  the  colonnade :  the  ceiling,  which 
is  ancient,  is  an  extraordinary  specimen  of  elaborate  decoration  ;  it  is  1 15  feet  in  length,  and 
between  the  edges  of  the  cornice,  17  feet  in  width.    An  old  fire-place,  with  the  arms  of  the 


*  '-The  family  is  a  branch  of  the  Howards,  Dukes  of 
Norfolk :  the  first  Earl  was  only  son  of  the  fourth  Duke  of 
Norfolk  by  his  second  marriage,  and  was  a  distinguished 
naval  commander  temp.  Elizabeth.    In  1G0.5  this  peer  was 


employed  in  the  search  about  the  houses  of  Parliament,  which 
terminated  in  the  discovery  of  the  Gunpowder  Plot ;  in  1613 
he  was  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England.  His  second  son 
was  the  first  Earl  of  Berkshire." — Dodd's  Peerage. 


CHARLTON  HOUSE. 

first  Earl  of  Suffolk,  brought  from  the  Charter  House,  London,  has  been  placed  here.  A 
collection  of  superb  full-length  portraits  of  this  illustrious  family  adorn  this  fine  apartment. 
It  is  said  that  the  ceiling  of  this  gallery  once  saved  the  building  from  destruction :  previous 

to  the  alterations,  the  Earl,  not  liking  the  situation  of  the 
house,  thought  of  having  it  pulled  clown,  and  rebuilt  in  another 
part  of  the  park  ;  the  impossibility,  however,  of  removing  the 
ceiling  determined  the  rejection  of  the  idea.  The  additions 
externally  (with  the  exception  of  one  front)  are  closely  copied 
from  the  older  portions  of  the  structure.  The  house  abounds 
in  furniture  of  antique  character,  in  harmony  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  interesting  building.  One  of  these  examples, 
consisting  of  a  clock  and  cabinet,  we  here  engrave. 

The  architect  under  whose  directions  the  repairs  and 
additions  were  made,  is  well  known  among  the  profession  as 
an  "Architectural  Plagiarist," — one  who  was  accustomed  to 
affix  his  name  to  the  designs  of  other  men.  This  person, 
thinking  probably  that  the  architecture  of  James  I.  would 
never  be  studied,  put  up  the  following  inscription  at  Charlton ; 
it  is  inscribed  on  an  iron  plate  inserted  in  the  wall  above  the 
roof  of  the  saloon  :  — 

"  This  edifice  was  rendered  such  as  it  is  under  the  skilful  direction  of  Matthew  Brettingham,  Architect, 
and  the  careful  superintendence  of  James  Darley,  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

(Thomas  Carter,  Steward.) 

Began  a.d.  1772,  finished  a.d.  1776,  by  Henry,  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berkshire, 
the  principal  Secretary  of  State  to  the  best  of  Princes." 

The  mansion,  taken  altogether,  is  of  fine  character  and  of  very  considerable  interest :  as 
the  baronial  residence  of  the  noble  representative  of  an  illustrious  family,  it  retains  some  of 
the  most  striking  and  important  of  its  ancient  features,  conveying  the  (at  all  times  pleasant) 
idea,  that  antiquity  is  reverenced  for  its  actual  worth. 


HELMSLEY  HALL, 

YORKSHIRE. 


elmsley  Hall  is  situate  about  six  miles  from  Kirby-Moorside,  in 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  The  date  is  early  in  the  seventeenth 
century ;  but  it  occupies  the  site,  and  is,  indeed,  chiefly  built  from  the 
relics  of  a  structure  of  far  more  remote  antiquity.  The  manor  is  in 
Domesday  called  Elmeslae,  "from  elm,  and  slae,  a  narrow  vale,"  and 
was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  the  Earl  of  Morton.  Not  long  after 
the  Conquest  it  became  the  property  of  Sir  Walter  de  la  Espee,  from 


whom  it  passed  to  the  noble  family  of  Ross  or  Roos,  and  from  them  to  the  Earls  of  Rutland. 
Catherine,  daughter  of  the  sixth  earl,  married  George  Villiers,  first  Duke  of  Buckingham,  to 
whom  was  thus  transferred  the  estate,  which  the  second  Duke  wasted  by  a  career  of  profligacy 
and  vice.*  From  his  trustees,  H elmsley  was  purchased  by  Sir  Charles  Duncombe,  from  whom 
it  has  descended  to  the  present  Lord  Feversham. 

Helmsley  Castle,  once  a  place  of  formidable  strength,  was  built  about  the  year  1200  by 
one  of  the  family  of  Ross  —  one  who,  it  is  said,  forfeited  by  rebellion  during  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.,  but  regained  his  estates  by  favour  of  Richard's  successor,  the  infamous  John. 
The  remains  are  still  imposing,  and  give  indications  of  having  formerly  covered  immense 
space.  They  are  thus  described  by  the  Rev.  W.  Eastmead  : — "  The  grand  entrance  on  the 
south  has  been  very  strong.  Without  the  outer  wall  is  a  ditch,  which  has  added  to  the  strength 
of  the  fortification  ;  then  the  gateway  leading  into  the  first  court  or  ballium,  which  measures 


*  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  died  at  a  small 
inn  at  Kirby-Moorside,  on  the  15th  April,  1687.  He  was 
buried  in  the  churchyard,  but  the  precise  spot  is  unknown. 
The  following  is  a  literal  extract  from  the  register  which 
records  his  burial :  — 

"  1687,  April  17.    Gorges  vilaus  Lord  dooke  of  bookingam." 

He  must  have  gone  to  the  grave  unattended  except  by  the 
parish  officials.  The  Earl  of  Arran  accidentally  passing  by 
the  inn  while  he  was  dying,  gave,  indeed,  directions  to  see 
him  "  decently  interred."  But  the  memory  of  his  grave  has 
faded ;  there  is  not  only  no  stone  to  preserve  his  name,  but 
even  tradition  cannot  point  out  the  spot  upon  which  to  place 


it,  so  that  his  ashes  may  be  covered  by  a  poor  monument. 
The  reader  will  recall  the  famous  lines  of  Pope  : — 

"In  the  worst  inn's  worst  room,"  &c. 

The  room  is  still  shewn  to  the  curious  ;  it  is  a  small  and 
poor  chamber,  not  the  "worst"  in  the  house,  although  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  princely  balls  the  licentious  duke  had 
so  long  inhabited  :  — 

"  No  wit  to  flatter  left  of  all  his  store, 
No  fool  to  laugh  at,  which  he  valued  more ; 
There,  victor  of  his  health,  his  fortune,  friends, 
And  fame,  this  lord  of  useless  thousands  ends." 


HELMSLEY  HALL. 


twenty  feet  in  thickness.  After  that  a  second  gateway,  leading  to  the  inner  court,  where 
were  the  lodgings,  &c.  ;  and  then  the  keep,  ninety-five  feet  high,  under  which  was  the 
dungeon  :  and  these  walls  were  defended  by  a  number  of  towers,  which  were  strong  and 
magnificent.  The  walls  of  this  castle  were  extremely  well  built,  and  the  vast  masses  of  them 
which  were  thrown  down  yet  hang  together  with  amazing  firmness.  Besides  the  south  gate 
the  remains  of  two  others  are  yet  visible,  one  on  the  north  and  another  on  the  west ;  and  it  is 
said  that  the  waters  of  the  Rye  were  conducted  through  the  ditches  which  surround  the 
building.  During  the  Civil  Wars  the  castle,  after  a  severe  conflict,  was  taken  by  the  Parlia- 
ment forces  under  the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  who,  during  the  siege,  was  wounded 
in  the  shoulder.    It  was  soon  afterwards  dismantled  by  order  of  Parliament." 

The  Hall,  as  we  have  intimated,  was  built  out  of  parts  of  the  ancient  castle.  The  apart- 
ment pictured  by  Mr.  Richardson  is  the  principal  drawing-room,  but  the  house  has  ceased 
to  be  inhabited  by  any  member  of  the  family  to  whom  it  belongs  ;  it  is,  nevertheless,  a 
good  subject  for  the  artist,  and  one  which  he  is  bound  to  rescue  from  the  grasp  of  time. 

This  "  state  chamber"  is  approached  by  stone  steps  from  the  courtyard  ;  several  smaller 
apartments  are  contiguous  to  it,  but  are  without  decorations,  unless  their  ample  bay-windows 
may  be  so  called.  A  lofty  tower  at  the  south-east  angle  has  been  divided  into  several  stories, 
but  the  stairs  and  various  floors  are  gone.  Helmsley  Hall  is  rapidly  decaying,  and  will 
be  ere  long,  like  its  far  more  powerful  parent  and  neighbour  "  the  Castle,"  but  a  relic  of  the 
past ;  it  will,  however,  always  possess  considerable  interest.  Here  revelled  the  licentious 
Buckingham, — 

"  That  life  of  pleasure  and  that  soul  of  whim  ! " 

And  these  now  lonely  walls  suggest  many  a  thought  to  connect  the  surrounding  scenery  with 
the  brilliant  career  of  the  most  famous  of  Helmsley's  lords. 


